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was ordered to be published annually in the Transactions : 
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views of the authors of papers published in connection with the Transactions, 
unless definitely so indoned in the proceedings of the Association. 
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To the President and Members of the Medical Association 

of Oeorgia : 
Gentlemen : — 

I have the honor to present herewith the Transactions 
OF THE Thirty-second Annual Session, 1881. 

As a somewhat longer time than usual has elapsed in 
issuing this volume^ — although not a day longer than was 
l^ necessary under the circumstances, — I beg leave to state 

that the delay has been due, chiefly, to two causes, over 
neither of which I have individually had any control, but 
which have at the same time added greatly to the diflSculties 
and perplexities appertaining to the work of publication : 
First, the comparatively small amount of money reported to 
me by the Treasurer when I entered upon the duties of my 
office, — and which did not authorize me to go to press until 
a larger amount had been raised or provided for ; and, sec- 
ondly, the difficulty of obtaining promptly from authors 
their manuscripts for publication,^— which did not merely 
prevent me from handing them to the printer, but for a 
long time kept me in doubt as to the size, general arrange- 
ment and composition of the book. From these two causes 
combined, a .considerable time had elapsed before even the 
initiatory st^ps could be taken and a definite, or even an 
approximate, estimate made in regard to the printing. To 
these main reasons are to be added, the usual and varied 
causes of delay incident to the publication of a volume of 
the kind, — which may be readily imagined without special 
detail here. 

From the above facts, I deem it proper to call the seri- 
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ous attention of every member to the urgent necessity of 
80 amending the By-laws, at our next meeting, as to make 
the annual assessment sufficient to place the matter of 
publication on a safer basis, so that it may not be affected 
by temporary deficiencies that may arise from a small 
attendance at any given Session. By reference to the re- 
ports of the Treasurers of other State Medical Associations, 
it will be seen, that, in many instances, after the payment 
of their annual expenses, they have a large cash balance, 
amounting often to hundreds, and sometimes to thousands 
of dollars. 

Notwithstanding the difficulties which have had to be 
contended against, as will be seen from the foregoing state- 
ment, an efibrt has been made to issue the present volume 
in a form which it has been hoped might awaken among 
the members a renewed and an increased interest in the 
Association and, consequently, in its annual publication. 

As our Transactions are a direct index of the work done 
by the Association — a reflex of the good that may be ac- 
complished by it, and at the same time — under ordinary 
circumstances — a fair criterion of the interest which the 
members take in the maintenance and advancement of the 
organization, allow me, in conclusion, to express the hope 
that with a substantial fund in the future — without which 
nothing of the kind can succeed — we may be enabled to 
issue promptly an ^^nnual volume of Transactions that will 
increase inj interest and value from year to year. 
Very respectfully, 

A. SIBLEY CAMPBELL, 

Augusta, Ga. Secretary, 
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OP THE 
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THIRTY SECOND ANNUAL SESSION. 



FIRST DAY— MORNING SESSION. 

Thomasville, April 20, 1881. 

The Medical Association of Georgia convened this day, 
at ten o'clock, in the City Hall, and in the absence of the 
retiring President, was called to order by the second Vice- 
President, Dr. B. R. Dostor. 

The exercises were opened with prayer by Rev. J. B. 
McGehee, D.D., pastor of the First Methodist church. 

Dr. T. S. Hopkins, Chairman of the Committee of Ar- 

rangement.«?, delivered the following address of welcome : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Medical Association of Georgia : 

After a lapse of seven years, it is again mj duty and my sincere pleas- 
ure to greet yon with a cordial salutation, and extend to you in behalf 
of onr people a cordial welcome to Thomasville. 

I see among you many familiar faces radiant with health and the promise 
of life, but I miss some who participated in your last meeting here, with 
promise of life equal to any ef you. Bruce, and Brandon, and Harrell, 
no longer answer to the roll-call. The first, almost within sight and hear- 
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ingofiiis beloved home, in the darkness of the nighty with no eye to see, 
or ear to hear his cry for help, was swept into eternity by the suddenly 
risen and angry waters of a rayine which he had a thousand tiroes crossed 
and recrossed in safety. The second, in the fulness and prime uf manhood, 
under the influence of Addison's disease, descended from the hill of life 
to the valley of the grave, painlessly, peacefully, and resignedly, with 
the full hope of a blessed immortality. The last, in the very beginning 
of a bright professional career and state of perfect physical manhood, 
almost in the twinkling of an eye, was snatched away by cerebro-spinal 
meningitis. The closed portals of the dark tomb conceal tlieir earthly 
remains, and shut out frogi m'ortal view their manly forms. But — 

*' The sonl decays not ; freed from earth 

And earthly toils, it bursts away ; 
Receiving a celestial birth, 

*And spuming off its bonds of clay, 
It soars and seeks another sphere. 

And blooms through heaven's eternal year." 

Gentlemen, I feel that I address to-day the representatives of the no- 
blest and most ennobling of all professions. Though your pathway from 
the green-room to the grave may be full of toils and difficulties and sac- 
rifices, at times beset with thorns of ingratitude when it should be strewn 
with flowers of requiting love, you have ever with you a cheering com- 
pensation in victories won, which, though not heralded by the applause 
and acclamation of the world, are none the less triumphs of which you 
should be proud, for they are often consecrated by the silent tear or the 
outpouring expressions of grateful hearts. 

Seven years ago this little town was unknown to fame, many of you 
had probably never heard of it, and if perchance you had, you doubtless 
from your mountain altitude looked down upon it as a jungle, in a dark 
comer of the State where Malaria reigned supreme, where the people's 
lullaby was the euphonious song of the bull-frog, and the patient, unob- 
trusive, but ever watchful gallinipper, their guardian angels. But upon 
a certain beautiful spring rooming you came, and the scales of prejudice 
falling from your eyes, you saw ; and seeing, your minds were disabused 
of such erroneous impressions, and you unanimously endorsed our views of 
its peculiar climatic adaptability to the consumptive, and published it to 
the world. 

To-day, in no spiiit of boasting, but truthfully, I do not hesitate to de- 
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clare that Atlanta, the coining Cincinnati of the South, the seat of Southern 
medical literature, with all her present prosperity and prospective grand- 
eoiv is not more widely known as a great business centre, than is this 
little town as a winter resort for invalids. During the winter every State 
in the nation is represented here. The Dominion of Canada, and the 
<< Ever Faithful Isle'' in the Gulf, once the world's great winter resort, 
send their representatives ; and from far-famed Italy come letters of in- 
quiry in reference to our climate, from medical men preparing for the 
press books on climatology. In this good work, free from every selfish 
or mercenary motive, we feel we have not labored in vain. We have 
the assurance that by it we have rescued some fropi the consumptive's 
grave. This is our reward. This has doubly repaid us for all we have 
ever done. 

While we boast of our climate, we trust you will excuse our seem- 
ing vanity, if we boast also of our institutions of learning, where 
more than three hundred young gentlemen and young ladies are being 
educated by thorough and competent instructors. There are some 
things for which we are ever thankful, but of which we dare pot boast, 
because we consider them the peculiar gifts of a beneficent Providence. 
Among these is our immunity from epidemics of diphtheria, scarlatina, 
cerebro-spinal meningitis, small pox, and above all that fearful scourge 
of Southern river localities— Yellow Fever. We have actually bearded 
this lion in his den, at Savannah, Feruandina, Brunswick and Bainbridge ) 
brought him here and turned him loose among our people, and his power 
to wound was impotent and harmless. 

Of our hospitality we will leave you to judge. Such as we have we 
tender yon cheerfully and with gladness of heart, trusting if it falls short 
of that to which you have been accustomed, you will consider the size 
of our town, estimate our efforts by comparison, and carry with you to 
your homes pleasant impressions of our town, our doctors, and our whole 
people, who unite in bidding you thrice welcome to their hearts and 
their homes. 

Dr. William F. Holt responded in behalf of the Asso- 
ciation, as follows : 

The pleasing duty, Mr. President, has been assigned me of responding 
in behalf of the Medical Association of Georgia, to the kindly welcome 
that has been so gracefully tendered us. 

The hospitality of the physicians and citizens of Thomasville is almost 
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boundlesS; as manj present who were fortunate enough to attend the meet- 
ing in 1874 will cheerftdly testify; hence, when we were again invited to 
meet in your city, we accepted yonr invitation with alacrity, well know- 
ing that a cordial welcome awaited ns. 

To mo, Sir, these annual meetings are invested with a peculiar interest 
and pleasure. Here are assembled physicians from almost every section 
of the State— from the "City of Hills'* to the "City by the Sea,"— 
representative men of the profession, who have carefully gathered and pre- 
served every item of professional interest, and are here to day to inter- 
change views and opinions one with another, for the sole object of advan- 
cing medical science and promoting the interests of this Association. 

Then, the social features of our organisation are not devoid of interest. 
Doctors are mortals, and, like their patients, require recreation, — or, as 
one of our worthy ex-Presidents has beautifully expressed it, require 
rest: — rest from the manifold cares and perplexities incident to and 
inseparably connected with the life of a busy practitioner. Here old as- 
sociations are revived, new acquaintances are formed, and the bonds of 
friendship cemented more firmly. Among the number present to-day is 
there one who will regret the few days here spent ? Will he not return 
to his home refreshed by the short respite from his labor and begin his 
work with renewed zeal and energy ? 

Let us then resolve to devote a few days of the year to the advance- 
ment of the interests of our noble profession. Let each one contribute 
his quota — not pet theories, but practical facts, deduced from his case- 
book, and the result will be that soon we shall have an Association that 
will be an ornament to the profession, a pride to the State we represent, 
and an honor to those whose names are enrolled as its members. 

Indulging the hope that the present session of your body will be both 
instructive and harmonious, I again, in behalf of its members, thank you 
far your cordial welcome. 

Dr. B. R. Dostor then introduced the President-elect, 
Dr. J. C. LeHardy, and retired from the Chair. 

The President proceeded to deliver the usual annual 
address. [Appendix.] 

On motion of Dr. Eugene Foster, the address of the 
President was referred to a committee of one from each 
coniaressional district represented at the meeting, to con- 
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sider and report upon the suggestions contained therein. 
Drs. Eugene Foster, R J. Nunn, A. A. Smith, A. B. Cope- 
land, W. F. Westmoreland, W. F. Holt and S. Robertson, 
Committee. 

Dr. T. 8. Hopkins, Chairman of the Conmiittee of Ar- 
rangements, in behalf of the medical profession and citi- 
zens of Thomasville, extended to the Association an invita- 
tion to a banquet, at the Mitchell House, Thursday evening, 
at eight o^clock, and to a ball, at the same place, on Friday 
evening. 

Accepted, with the thanks of the Association. 

The Committee of Arrangements reported the following 
gentlemen present, duly registered and entitled to partici- 
pate in the deliberations of the meeting : [The names of 
new members were added subsequently. Sec.] 

Drs. B. R Dostor, Wm. F. Holt, Eugene Foster, A. G. 
Whitehead, C. L. Sample, J. C. LeHardy, T. M. Mcintosh, 
T. S. Hopkins, W. F. Westmoreland, M. R. Mallette, W. W. 
Twitty, A. P. Taylor, W. S. Wood, W. W. Bruce, J. T. 
Johnson, A. B. Copeland, R. J. Nunn, Thos. H. Eenan, 
A. A. Smith, J. R. Duggan, L. B. Bouchelle, J. G. Hop- 
kins, K. P. Moore, S. Robert^son, Kenan Hall, J. T. Cul- 
pepper, J. M. Whitaker, W. H. Elliott, R. T. Wethingtop, 
Jas. B. Baird, T. S. Dekle, W. H. Hall. 

Dr. J. P. Logan, Chairman of the Committee on the 
claims of Dr. Crawford W. Long, as the discoverer of 
anaesthesia, presented through the Secretary the following 
letter from Dr. Robert Battey — a member of the Commit- 
tee — as the final report of the Committee, and asking to 
be discharged : 
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Rome, Ga., 12th April, 1881.* 
Dear Dr, Logan : 

Your letter of the 10th is received. I had aa interview with Dr. Sims, 
in Jane last, in reference to the movement to secure from Congress a 
recognition of the claims of Dr. Crawford W. Long, as the original dis- 
coverer of surgical anaesthesia, and the making of some substantial pro- 
vision for his family. 

Dr. Sims stated to me that his hopes of success were founded upon 
the personal devotion Mr. Henri L. Stuart, who had the matter deeply 
at heart, and possessed ability, leisure, means and enthusiasm to press 
the claim. With the death of Mr. Stuart, died his hope of success. 
Dr. Sims expressed the opinion that the claim in the future would be 
hotly contested, as it always had been in the past, and nothing short of 
so able and devoted an advocate as Mr. Stuart would stand any chance 
of success 

Truly yours, 

Robert Battey. 
Da. J. P. LooAX, 

Atlanta, 6a. 

Adopted. 

Dr. James B. Baird, Chairman of the Committee on 
Publication, presented the following report : 

To the Medical Association of Georgia : 

Gentlemen, — ^The Committee on Publication ask leave to present the 
following report : — 

Four hundred copies of the Transactions of 1880, of two hundred and 
fifty -two- pages each, were issued at a total cost of $305.98. The actual 
'cost of the publication was reduced to the extent of $39 received for a 
few approved advertisements, inserted in the back of the volume — mak- 
ing the net cost of each volume sixty-six cents and a fraction. Every 
member of the Association received one copy of the Transactions. 
Twenty -six copies were exchanged with various State medical societies ; 
about forty copies were sent to medical journals throughout the country ; 
a few copies were forwarded to Boards of Health, local libraries, and 
dififerent medical organizations upon application, and a reserve of about 
one hundred copies is no^r in the hands of the Secretary. It will be ob- 
served that a larger edition than the necessities of the case demanded 
was printed. But the delay on the part of members in responding to 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Minutes Thirty- Second Session. 17 

jthe demands of the Treasurer for dues, made it impoBsible to determine 
how many copies would be required fur the nse of the Association, and, 
rather than defer the publication, in view of the very small additional 
cost of the last fifty or one hundred copies, it was decided not to wait 
until all the dues were collected, but to proceed with the printing, and 
only delay, to the last moment, the form containing the roll of member- 
ship. Consequently, it will be perceived that the basis upon which esti- 
mates were made was uncertain, and the omission from the roll of over 
forty names, dropped under the By-laws for failure to pay dues, explains 
the unusually large surplus. 

The following are the names omitted from the roll, on the report of 
the Treasurer, for failure to pay dues for two consecutive years : — 

L. G. Alexander, H. L. Battle, Charles Boyd, W. A. Camp, W. M. 
Charters, J. M. Daniel, W. G. Drake, W. H. Foster, W. T. Goldsmith, 
W. I. Greene, T. G. Greer, B. W. Hardee, J. B. Hinkle, D. O. Hunt, 
Thos. P. Janes, E. V. Jarrett, W. P. Jennings, D. T. Johnson, W. G. 
Jones, Ferdinand King, H. B. Lee, W. T. Lockheart, Jas. 8. Mims, G. 
W. Murphy, C. W. Nutting, H. Perdue, Charles Pinckney, B. 8. Purse, 
T. M. C. Rice, S. L. Richardson, R. B. Ridley, 8. 8. Shields, T. W. 8im8, 
T.'8. Stewart, C. S. Strother, J. E. H. Ware, L. J. White, R. F. Wright, 
King Wylly, and W. B. Tackett. 

Several members dropped heretofore were reinstated at our la<it meet- 
ing, under the provisions of a resolution adopted by the Association, at 
the Rome session, two years ^go. 

Your Committee again, with sincere regret, call attention to the absence 
of any report, iu the Transactions, from the Committee on Necrology. 
The only recognition accorded our deceased members, by this body, is 
the placing of their names on the roll of the dead. Many of them are 
men whose memories would reflect lustre upon any organization. Yet, 
in the official records of this Association, not one word appears to attest 
their devotion to science, their loyalty to. their prufession, or the value, 
as an example, of their true, unostentatious, unselfish and useful lives. 

Our records apparently disown them. They certainly fail to claim, 
and to cherish them. 

The blank spaces left in printing the several sections for the congres- 
sional districts, was due to the inadvertent selection of men, by the 
Committee on Nominations, who are not members of the Association, 
and it was deemed proper to omit the publication of their names. 

The following Transactions of State Medical Societies have been re- 
(8) 
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ceiyed duriag tbe past year, namelj: — California, Gonnecticot, tllinoiBy 
Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachoseits, ' Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missonn, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia, Wisconsin. 

Also, the Transactions of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, and 

the Annual Beportsi of the State Boards of Health of Connecticot and 

Michigan. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Jas. B. Baikd, Ckairman. 

Adopted. 

The Committee on Necrology, through the Chairman, 
Dr. K. P. Moore, stated that the report was not completed, 
and asked further time. 

The request of the Committee was granted, the report 
to be made at the present session. 

The following names were presented for membership in 
the Association, and referred-, under the rules, to the Board 
of Censors: 

Drs. S. Robertson, Dallas ; W. W. Bruce, Thomasville ; 
J. T. Culpepper, Boston ; Kenan Hall, Macon ; J. M. Whit- 
aker, Milledgeville ; W. H. Elliotty Savannah. 

Dr. B. R. Dostor was called to the Chair. 

In the absence of all the Censors, the Chair appointed 
Drs. T. S. Hopkins, W. F. Holt and J. T. Johnson, to act 
for the Board. 

Under the call of sections from the several Congres- 
sional districts, the following reports were presented by 
title, to be called up and read at the pleasure of the Asso- 
ciation : 

Dr. R. J. Nunn : " Report of the section on gynecology 
for the First Congressional District." 

Dr. A. A. Smith : " Hour-glass contraction of the uterus, 
with adherent placenta." 
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Dr. J. Q. Hopkins : " The uses of fluid extract of ergot/' 

Dr. J. T. Johnson : " Some points in the surgery of the 
hand.^^ 

Dr. J. R. Duggan : '* The therapeutics of mineral waters ; 
with a classified list of the prominent mineral springs in 
Georgia." 

Dr. SL H. Stout : " Report of the section on gynecology, , 
for the Seventh Congressional District." 

Dr. W. H. Philpot : " Report Qf two cases of surgery. 
Wound penetrating the cavity of the abdomen, with vis- 
ceral protrusion^ and wound of duodenum." 

Dr. DeSaussure Ford : " Report of Surgical Cases, and 
Discussion of Quinine in Antiseptic Surgery, with Specimen 
of Inferior Maxilla Extirpated for Osteoma." Dr. Ford 
being absent, the specimen was presented for him by Dr. 
Eugene Foster. 

Under the call for voluntary communications. Dr. Thomas 
H. Kenan reported by title a paper on " Attempted suicide 
by cutting throat." 

The following paper was then read by tbe Secretar}^ : 
To ike Medical AaeoeiatUm of Georgia : 

GnrTLKMBV, — ^The hnperative demands of other duties will, in futare, 
seriooBlj interfere witk the proper discharge of mj obligations as Secre- 
tary of this AMOciation. 

I yield, therefore, reluctantly to the necessity of placing my resigna- 
tion of the office before you ) and I respectfully request its immediate 
acceptance. 

In serering my official relation with this organization, permit me to 
expren the profound appreciation which I entertain of the kindness, the 
courtesy and the confidence which the officers and the members have 
invariably exhibited ; and to say that, in the future as in the past, it 
shall be my constant care to advance the interests, and to guard the 
honor of this body, to the utmost of my ability. 

Jas. B. Baird. 
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On motion of Dr. T. S. Hopkins, the resignation was ac- 
cepted, and the following resolution, by Dr. W. F. Holt, 
was adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association are due, and are hereby 
tendered) to Dr. James B. Baird for the able and efficient manner in 
which he has discharged the duties of Secretary, for the past fonr years. 

Dr. R. J. Nunn's paper was made the special order for 
three o'clock afternoon, first day. 

The Board of Censors reported favorably upon the ap- 
plications for membership of Drs. S. Robertson, W. W. 
Bruce, J. T. Culpepper, Kenan Hall, J. M. Whitaker, and 
W. H. Elliott 

Adopted. 

By Dr. J. R. Duggan : 

Resolvedy That the clergy, visiting physicians, the honorable Mayor 
and City council, the legal profession and representatives of the press, 
be invited to seaUTon the floor. 

Adopted. 

On motion the Association adjourned until three o'clock. 



FIRST DAY— AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Association met, and in the absence of the Presi- 
dent and Vice-Presidents, on motion. Dr. Jno. Thad. John- 
son was called to the Chair. 

The Secretary read letters from Drs. William O'Daniel, 
S. H. Stout, W. H. Philpot, Thomas R. Wright and Thomas 
S. Mitchell, expressing regret at their inability to attend 
the session, and wishing the Association a pleasant and 
profitable reunion ; also, a letter from Dr. Robert Battey 
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was read, saying that he was unexpectedly deprived of 
the pleasure he had anticipated at this meeting, by the 
sudden and hopeless illness of his youngest son, a student 
at Emory College. 

It was stated by the Secretary that, since the writing of 
the letter, a telegram announcing the death of the young 
man, had been received. 

On motion of Dr. Eugene Foster, the Secretary was in- 
structed to convey to Dr. Battey the sincere sympathy of 
this body in his sad bereavement. 

Dr. R. J. Nunn read his paper, reported by title at the* 
morning session, and exhibited the different forms of 
Paquelin's cautery, with sundry improvements by him- 
self, and explained the manner and advantages of its ap- 
plication. 

An invitation from Col. A. P. Wright, President Board 
of Trustees of the South Georgia Agricultural College, to 
visit that Institution, and witness the drill of the student?, 
was accepted for Thursday afternoon, at five o'clock. 

Dr. K. P. Moore was added to the Board of Censors. 

The Nominating Committee was announced as follows, 
and on motion of Dr. R. J. Nunn, they were instructed to 
report at ten o'clock, Thursday morning : * 

Drs. Eugene Foster, W. H. Hall, W. F. Holt, A. A. 
Smith, J. T. Culpepper, B. R. Dostor, A. G. Whitehead, 
C. L. Sample, J. T. Johnson, A. B. Copeland, R. J. Nunn, 
W. W. Twitty, S. Robertson and K. P. Moore. 

Dr. W. S. Wood, of Camilla, applied for membership. 
Referred, under the rules, to the Board of Censors. 

Dr. J. G. Hopkins and Dr. J. R. Duggan read papers 
already reported by title. 
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The Board of Censors reported favorably upon the ap- 
plication of Dr. W. S. Wood. 

Adopted. 

Several motions and amendments were offered, intended 
to regulate the hours of convening and adjourning the 
daily sessions ; but a motion by Dr. K. P Moore — to meet 
at ten o'clock a.m. and three o'clock p.m., and adjourn at 
the pleasure of the body — prevailed. 

The Association then adjourned until ten o'clock Thurs- 
day morning. 



SECOND DAY— MORNING SESSION. 

The Association met pursuant to adjournment, and was 
called to order by the President. 

An invitation from Prof. J. E. Baker, President of the 
Young Female College, to visit the college and witness 
the calisthenic exercises of the young ladies, was accepted. 

The Secretary announced that Dr. H. F. Scott, the orator 
appointed for the present session, had resigned on account 
of uncertainty of attending the meeting, and that Dr. Geo. 
C. Dugas had been appointed and accepted the office. 

He then read a letter from Dr. Dugas, saying that the 
necessity of constant attention to an ill relative would pre- 
vent his presence. 

Tte Secretary also read a letter from Dr. Geo. F. Cooper, 
expressing his regrets for his failure to have the report on 
gynecology from the Third Congressional District prepared 
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in time for this meeting, and asking the privilege of hand- 
ing it to the Committee on Publication. 

Granted. 

A voluntary communication from Dr. Thos. R. Wright 
was announced, on " Three cases of compound comminuted 
fracture of the leg. Recovery without suppuration." 

The Nominating Committee reported as follows : 

For President— Dr. William F. Holt. 

For First Vice-President — Dr. Eugene Foster. 

For Second Vice-President — Dr. T. M. Mcintosh. 

For Secretary — Dr. A. Sibley Campbell. • 

For Censor — Dr. R. J. Nunn. 

[For the remainder of the report — Annual and Special 
Committees, and Sections — see pages six, seven and eight.] 

Adopted. 

Dr. Eugene Foster, acting under instructions from the 
Committee on Nominations, introduced the following reso- 
lution : 

Resohedy That the Committee on Nominations recommend the follow- 
ing change in the By-law on Sections : 

Omit the word << gynecology/' and insert in lien thereof '< obstetrics," 
and add as follows : 

<< There shall also be a section on specialties, to consist of one mem- 
ber from each district, so far as snch specialty may be represented in 
that district, viz : Gynecology, Ophthalmology, Otology, Laryngology, 
Diseases of the Chest, Genito-nrinary Organs, Syphilography, and other 
titles to be added as they arise." 

After free discussion of the proposed resolution, Dr. J. 
R. Duggan moved to amend the resolution by substitut- 
ing Sections of three members on each specialty, from the 
State at large, and by including a section on Materia 
Sfedica. 
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On motion of Dr. Jno. Thad. Johnson, the whole matter 
was laid on the table until three o'clock. 
Dr. James B. Baird then introduced the following bill : — 

A BILL, 

To be entitled, An Act to Regulate the Practice of Medi- 
cine in the State of Oeorgia. 

Section 1. The (ileneral Assembly of the State of Georgia do enact) 
That within sistj days after the passage of this Act, the Governor shall 
appoint nine legally qaalified physicians of skill and experience, who 
shall have been regular graduates of medicine and practitioners of not 
less than ten years, one from each congressional district in this State, 
who shall constitate a Board of Medical Examiners, to be called the 
Medical Board of the State of Georgia ; five members of which, at any 
regalar, called or adjonmed meeting, shall constitate a quorum for the 
transaction of business. 

Seotion 2. Be it further etiacted. That the said nine physicians so 
appointed, shall hold office as such Medical Examiners, respectively, for 
the terms following, namely, three for two years, three for four years, 
and three for six years, and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. After the appointment of said nine physicians, as aforesaid, 
they shall meet in the office of the Secretary of State, upon notice from 
him ot the day of meeting, and shall proceed, under his direction, to 
determine by lot which of them shall hold for the respective terms, of 
two, four, and six years, the* said office of Medical Examiner. Immedi- 
ately, and before entering upon the duties of said office, they shall take 
the oath prescribed for State officers, by the Constitution of this State, 
and shall file the same in the office of the Secretary of State, who, upon 
receiving said oath of office, shall issue to each of said Examiners a 
certificate of appointment for his respective term of office, so determined 
as aforesaid; upon receiving which they shall severally be and become 
Medical Examiners, and shall possess and exercise the power and per- 
form the duties of said Board as defined in this Act. 

Seotion 3. Be it fiirther enacted, That the term of office of said Medi- 
cal Examiners, after the expiration of the terms aforesaid, shall be six 
years, and they shall be appointed by the Governor. Any vacancies that 
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may occnr by reason of death, removal from office, or otherwise, shall 
be filled in like manner. 

Section 4. Be it farther enacted, That immediately after the nine 
appointed Medical Examiners shall have taken the oath of office, as 
above provided, they shall meet and organize as a Medical Board by 
electing one of said Board to be President, and by appointing a proper 
person, who shall be a legally qualified physician, to be Secretary and 
Treasurer of said Board ; and the successive Presidents of said Board 
shall be annually elected by said Board from the members thereof. The 
duties of the President shall be prescribed by the by-laws or rules of 
order of said Board. The Secretary shall continue in office as such for 
six years, or until removed by the election of a successor pr otherwise, 
and be executive officer of said Board, and he shall perform such duties 
as said Board may determine. He shall reside at the Capital of the 
State, and by virtue of his election as Secretary, shall be a member of 
said Board, and enjoy all the rights and privileges and exercise all the 
functions of a member otherwise appointed. 

Section 5. Be it further enacted. That said Board shall meet at least 
once every twelve months, at the Capital, and may also hold special 
meetings as frequently as the proper discharge of its duties shall re- 
quire, the same to be convened by order of the President, and the rules 
and by-laws shall provide for the giving of proper notice of all such 
meetings to the members of the Board and to the public. 

Section 6. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of said 
Board to faithfully examine all persons who may apply to them for that 
purpose, which examination shall embrace anatomy, physiology, path- 
ology, clinical medicine, surgery, medical chemistry, obstetrics and 
therapeutics. Provided, if any applicant shall express an intention to 
practise any exclusive system of medicine, then the examination in 
therapeutics shall be omitted, but in lieu thereof the applicant shall 
adduce a certificate of proficiency, from a respectable practitioner of 
said exclusive system, which shall be accepted by the Board, if deemed 
genuine, as satisfactory evidence of his qualification in that branch. 

Section 7. Be it further enacted, That said Board vshall issue to all 
such persons, over twenty-one years of age, believed to be of good 
moral character, who shall pass satisfactory examinations as herein pro- 
vided, a certificate, which certificate shall be regarded as a license to 
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practise medicine within this State upon compliance with the sahseqnent 
sections of this Act. 

Section 8. Be it farther enacted, That it shall be the daty of said 
Board to examine the diplomas of all graduates of medical colleges, 
medical schools or oniversities withoat this State, who may desire to 
commence the practice of medicine within this State, and who may pre- 
sent said diplomas for examination, and to indorse sach as hare been 
lawfully conferred. 

SconoN 9. Be it farther enacted. That in the intervals of the Sessions 
of the Board any member of said Board may indorse diplomas and 
license applicants, within his district, as herein provided ; bat sach in • 
dorsement and license shall not be valid after the next sabseqaent meet- 
ing of the Board, and shall not be given by any member of the Board 
after the applicant shall have had an opportunity of applying to said 
Board, or afTer the refusal of said Board to license or indorse. 

Section 10. Be it farther enacted. That every application for exami- 
nation by said Board shall be accompanied by a fee of thirty dollars, 
and every application for an indorsement of a diploma by a fee of twenty 
dollars, to be paid into the Treasury of said Board ; but if a temporary 
license or indorsement of a diploma is given, as provided in this Act, 
the member of the Board granting the license or indorsement shall be 
entitled to a fee of ten dollars, to be paid into the Treasury *of the 
Board. 

Section 11. Be it farther enacted. That all moneys due the Board 
shall be paid into the hands of the Treasurer of said Board, who shall, 
after deducting the necessary expenses of the Board, and not more than 
two hundred dollars per annum as extra compensation for the Secretary, 
divide the balance equally, share and share alike, among th6 members 
of said Board, 

Section 12. Be it further enacted, That the Board may establish such 
rules and regulations, from time to time, as may be deemed necessary to 
insure the faithful execution of the provisions of this Act. 

Section 13. Be it further enacted. That no person shall practise 
medicine within t^ State unless he is twenty-one years of age, and 
either has. been heretofore legally authorized so to do, or shall be here- 
after authorized so to do, as prescribed by this Act. 

Seotion 14. Be it further enacted. For the purposes of this Act the 
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wordfl "practise medicine'' shall mean to suggest, recommedd, prescribe 
or direct, for the nse of anj person, anj drag, medicine, appliance, ap- 
paratus, or other agencj, whether material or not material, for the cure, 
relief or palliation of any ailment or disease of the mind or body, or for 
the cure or relief of any wound, fracture, or other bodily injury, or any 
deformity, afler haWng receired, or with the intent of receiving therefor, 
eittier directly or indirectly, any bonus, gift or compensation. 

SiCTiov 15, Be it further enacted. That every person now lawfully 
engaged in the practice of medicine within this State, shall, on or before 
the first day of December, eighteen hundred and eighty-one, and every 
person hereafter duly qualified to practise medicine, shall, before com- 
mencing to practise, register in the Clerk's office^ of the county wherein 
he resides, and is practising, or intends to commence the practice of 
medicine, in a book to be kept for the purpose by said Olerk, his name, 
residence and place of birth, together with his authority for practising 
medicine, as prescribed in this Act. The person so registering shall 
subscribe, or verify by oath or affirmation, before a person duly qualified 
to administer oaths under the laws of this State, an affidavit containing 
such facts, and whether such authority is by dipldma or license, and the 
date of the same, and by whom granted, which shall be exhibited to the 
County Olerk at the time of registering ; and which, if wilfully false, 
shall subject the affiant to conviction and punishment for perjury. The 
County Clerk to receive a fee of twenty-five cents for such registration, 
to be paid by the person so registering. 

SiCTiov 16. Be it further enacted, That any person who violates 
either of the three preceding sections of this Act, or who shall practise, 
or offer to practise, medicine without lawful authority, or under cover of 
a diploma or license illegally obtained, shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and on conviction shall be punished by a fine of not less than 
qne hundred dollars or more than five hundred dollars, or by imprison- 
ment for not less than thirty or more than ninety days, or both. The 
fine, when collected, shall be paid, the one-half to the person, persons or 
corporation making the complaint, the other half into the county 
treasury. 

Sbotiov 17. Be it further enacted, That a person coming into this 

State from without the State may be licensed to practise medicine within 

^^his State in the following manner : — If he has a diploma conferring upon 

him the degree of doctor of medicine, issued by an incorporated medi- 
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cal college, medical school or university without this State, he shall 
personallj exhibit the same to the Medical Board of the State of Georgia, 
with satisfactory evidence of his good, moral character, and such other, 
if any, of his qualifications to practise medicine as said Board may re- 
quire. If his diploma and qualifications are approved by them, then 
they shall indorse said diploma, which shall make it, for the purpose of 
his license to practise medicine within this State the same as if issued 
by them. The applicant shall pay to said Board the sum of twenty 
dollars for such examination and indorsement. This indorsed diploma 
shall authorise him to practise medicine within this State, after he shall 
have complied with section fifteen of this Act. 

Section 18. Be it further enacted, That the degree of doctor of medi- 
cine lawfully conferred by any incorporated medical college, medical 
school or university in this State, shall be a license to practise medicine 
within this State after the person to whom it is granted shall have com- 
plied with section fifteen of this Act. 

Section 19. Be it further enacted, That nothing in this Act shall ap- 
ply to commissioned medical officers of the United States army or navy, 
or of the United States marine hospital service, or to legally qualified 
dentists, in the practice of their profession, or to any woman practising 
only midwifery. 

Section 20. Be it further enacted. That it shall be the duty of the 
Honorable Judges of the several Superior Courts of this State to give 
this law in special charge to the grand juries of their respective circuits. 

Section 21. Be it'further enacted, That all Acts, or parts of Acts, in- 
consistent with the provisions of this Act are hereb}^ repealed. 

The Bill on motion was referred to a special Committee 
of five, to report at half-past three o'clock, afternoon 
session. 

Drs. W. H. HaU, T. H. Kenan, J. T. Johnson, K. P. 
Moore and James B. Baird, Committee. 

Dr. R T. Wethington, Thomasville, applied for mem- 
bership. 

Referred, under the rules, to the Board of Censors. 
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ByDr. W.H.Hall: 

Resolved^ That it is the sense of this Association that the State of 
Georgia shoald provide suitable and ample accommodations for the in- 
sane within the State ; and that an appropriation, sufficient to warrant the 
employment of necessary moral treatment, in the Asylum dready estab- 
lished at Midway, should be made. 

Besolved^ That a committee of three be appointed to memorialize the 
General Assembly, in conformity with the provisions of the above re 
solution. 

Adopted. 

Drs. W. H. Hall, James B. Baird and B. R. Dostor, 
Committee. 

The Board of Censors reported favorably upon the ap- 
plication for membership of Dr. R. T. Wethington. 

Adopted. 

Dr. Jno. Thad. Johnson oifered the following amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the Association : 

Any amendment that may be offered to the Constitution, shall lie 
over until the next annual meeting ; and for its adoption at said meet- 
ing, shall require a two-thirds vote of all present and voting. 

Adopted. 

Dr. W. F. Westmoreland announced two voluntary com- 
munications, entitled : " Naevus, and Report of Cases ;" 
" Hemorrhoidal Tumors, with the DiflTerent Plans of Treat- 
ment." 

They were made the special order for half-past four 
o'clock, afternoon session. 

On motion, the Association adjourned until three o'clock. 
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' SECOND DAY— AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Association was called to order at three o'clock by 
the President. 
The following report was read, and on motion adopted : 

To ike President and Members oj the Medical Association of Georgia : 
Obntlbmen, — ^The aodersigned Committee to examine and report upon 

the President's Address, respectfallj offer the following report: — 
We recommend the appointment of a Committee of — members, 

to be known as the Committee on Prize Essays. That the suggestions 

of President LeHardy npon this matter be adopted with the following 

changes : — 

First Prize 50 dollars. 

Second do 25 " 

Third do 25 " 

In case the amount collected warrants it, the President to be empowered 
to increase the amount of each prize pro-rata. 

Second — We believe it to be the duty of this Association to urge each 
physician in the State of Oeorgia to instruct the people upon sanitation, 
and recommend the passage by this Association of resolutions calling 
upon the members of our profession in all parts of the State to do all in 
their power to advance this great cause. 

Third — Upon the other matters suggested by President LeHardy, we 
recommend that they be laid over until the next annual meeting in order 
that full consideration may be given to them. 

Respectfully submitted, in behalf of the Committee. 

Eugene Fostbb, Chairman, 

On motion of Dr. Eugene Foster, it was determined to 
make the Committee on Prize Essays to consist of five 
members, to be appointed by the Chair. 

Conmiittee : Drs. Eugene Foster, Robert Battey, W. A. 
Love, H. F. Campbell, R. J. Nunn. 

Dr. M. R. Mallette, Boston, Thomas County, applied for 
membership. 
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Rehired, under the rules, to the Board of Censors. 

The special order being the consideration of the pro- 
posed amendment of the By-laws, reconmiended by the 
Committee on Nominations, as amended by Dr. 3, R. 
Duggan, the question was laid before the body. 

Dr. Jno. Thad. Johnson moved that the p]X)posed amend- 
ment be laid on the table until the next annual meeting. 

Lost 

A motion to adopt the proposed amendment was then 
put and lost, by the failure to receive two-thirds of all the 
votes cast, or the affirmative votes of two-thirds of all the 
members present. 

The next special order was the report of the Conmiittee 
appointed to consider the " Medical BilL" 

The Committee reported as follows : 

Yoar Committee, after a careful scmtiny and analysis of the accom- 
panying bill, heartily indorse* its prorisions, with the amendments sug- 
gested thereto, and respectfully recommend the adoption of the following 
resolutions : 

Resolved, That the Medical Association of Georgia emphatically in- 
dorse the above bill, and earnestly request for it the support of the 
medical profession, and the influence of every physician within this 
State, to secure its enactment. 

Resolvedf That a committee of seven members of this Association, 
five of whom shall reside in Atlanta, be appointed to superintend its 
passage through both houses of the General Assembly. 
(Signed) W. H. Hall, 

Thob. H. Eikak, 
John Thad. Johksoh, 

K. P. MOORB, 
Jab. B. Baibd, 

Committee. 

Dr. R J. Nunn moved the postponement of the consid- 
eration of this bill until the next Session of the Associa- 
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tion, and that fifteen hundred copies be printed and dis- 
tributed to the physicians of the State. 

After a free discussion of the report and the provisions 
of th*e bill, Dr, Nunn withdrew his motion, which was 
immediately renewed by Dr. Eugene Foster, who subse- 
quently withdrew his objection, and the report of the 
Committee was adopted. 

Drs. H. V. M. Miller, J. P. Logan, Jno. Thad. Johnson, 
E. L. Connally, Jas B. Baird, W. H. Hall and Robert 
Battey, Committee. 

The following list of delegates to the American Medical 
Association, at its approaching meeting in Richmond, was 
then announced by the Chair : 

Drs. T. S. Powell, A. G. Whitehead, W. P. Nicolson, V. 
H. Taliaferro, H. F. Campbell, DeSaussure Ford, Eugene 
Foster, John S. Coleman, J. W. Bailey, W. F. Westmore- 
land, J. F. Alexander, R. J. Nuiin, T. S. Hopkins, W. 
O'Daniel, Geo. F. Cooper, J. R. Duggan, W. F. Holt, 
Robert Battey, J. G. Hopkins, W. H. Elliott, J. B. S. 
Holmes, Charles H. Hall, W. B. Wells. 

The President, Dr. J. C. LeHardy, was added to the 
delegation. 

Dr. C. W. Hickman, of Augusta, sent to the meeting the 
title of the following voluntary communication : " Eye 
Surgery — Remarks on a few rare and interesting cases." 

The Committee on Necrology made their report, which 
was adopted by a unanimous rising vote. [Appendix.] 

It was ordered printed in the Transactions, and a copy 
sent to the families of each of the deceased members. 

Dr. Jno. Thad. Johnson presented the following 'pro- 
posed amendment to the Constitution, and stated that he 
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might not call it up at the next meeting, but requested 
members to reflect upon the question in the event it should 
be raised: 

Article xii. of the Constitution shall read : 

The annual meeting shall take place on the third Wednesday in 
October, and at such place as shall be designated by a majority of the 
Association. 

The Board of Censors reported favorably upon the ap- 
plication for membership of Dr. M. R. Mallette. 
Adopted. 
The following report was read and received : 

Thomasville, Oa., April 21st, 1881. 
The Board of Censors to whom was referred the charges by the Augusta 
Medical Society against Dr. V. G. Hitt, beg leave to report that as 
Dr. Hitt^s name does not appear on the list of members of the Medical 
Association of Georgia, they can take no action in the matter. 
Respectfully submitted. 

T. S. Hopkins, 

Chairman Board of Censors, 

[The omission, from the roll of members, of the name 
of Dr. V. G. fiitt, Augusta, Richmond County, was a cler- 
ical or typographical error. It 8houl4 have appeared in 
its proper place. — Note by retiring Secretary.] 

Dr. J. R Duggan was appointed Orator for the Session 
of 1882. 

Dr. W. F. Westmoreland read the papers reported by 
title and made the special order for half-past four o'clock. 

A recess of thirty minutes was taken, to witness the 
drill of the students of the South Georgia Agricultural 
College. 

At half-past five o'clock the Association was again called 

to order, with the President in the Chair. 

Atlanta was selected as the next place of meeting. 
(6) 
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By Dr. K. P. Moore : 

Resolved^ That the thanks of the Medical Association of Georgia' are 
due, and are hereby tendered the Medical Fraternity, Druggists and 
Citizens of Thomasville, for nnmerous courtesies extended them, and for 
the snmptaous banquet given in honor of the Association, so greatly en- 
joyed by all. 

Resolvedf That the Association especially recognize the evidences of 
taste and high culture displayed by the ladies of Thomasville, in the 
decoration of the Hotel and City Hall in which the Association has met, 
and which gave such an expression of welcome and cheerfulness to the 
same ; and that to them, especially, we tender our sincere thanks. 

Resolved, That the thanks o^ the Association are expressed to the 
President of the Young Female College for the invitation to visit that 
institution, and to the President of the South Georgia Agricilltural 
College for a similar courtesy, and that we compliment the students of 
that institution upon the evidences of such thorough training displayed 
by them in the drill, and express our enjoyment in witnessing the same. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be given to the press of 
Thomasville for publication; and that they be published also in the 
Transactions of the Association. 

Adopted. 

On motion the Association then adjourned, to meet 'in 

Atlanta on the third Wednesday in April (19th), 1882. 

A. Sibley Campbell, 

• Secretary, 



Note. — It is proper to state that the work of recording 
the Minutes was originally performed by the retiring Sec- 
retary, Dr. James B. Baird. At his suggestion, they bear 
the signature of his successor, — as they passed through 
the latter's hands previous to publication, and to avoid 
any confusion that might arise from the appearance in the 
volume of two names in connection with the office. — Sec. 
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PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 



DELIVERED BEFORE THE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA. 



By J. C. LbHARDT, M.D., Savannah. 



Gentlemen of the Association : 

I am happy to greet you again in this beautiful and 
growing city of the South-west ! But a few years ago we 
received a most hearty welcome from its citizens, and par- 
took of hospitalities the most bountiful, which have left 
in our hearts a lasting and pleasing impression of its fair 
ladies. With great pleasure we accept their renewed in- 
vitation as a mark of kindly feeling toward ourselves, 
personally ; but we value it still more as a manifestation 
of that large patriotism which impels them to foster and 
encourage whatever promises to promote the prosperity of 
Georgia, a patriotism which might well be emulated by 
larger and more wealthy communities. We esteem it as 
an evidence that they fully recognize the necessity of de- 
veloping all of our resources and latent energies, if we 
would keep our State abreast of her sisters in the march 
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of progress, and that we may expect their co-operation in 
any measure calculated to increase the efficiency and 
elevate the purposes of this Association. 

Impressed with these feelings, and deeply sensible of 
the honor which you conferred upon me, when at your 
last session you selected me to fill your highest office, I 
shall endeavor to preside over your deliberations in a man- 
ner befitting the dignity and importance of your body. 

In this address, which I have prepared in accordance 
with the provisions of our Constitution, I will propose for 
your Consideration some measures which are, in my judge- 
ment, calculated to increase the usefulness of our organiza- 
tion, and to augment its legitimate influence in shaping 
the destines of the State. 

Looking over the records of this Association, I find that 
the number of members admitted between 1849 and 1870 
was 287 ; that in 1873 this number had reached 530. In 
1878, when the roll was revised, the list of members stood 
228. In 1879, 245, and in 1880, 216. The figures show 
that an interest was awakened in the profession between 
1870 and 1873, which served to add to our roll almost as 
many members as had joined in the twenty-one years pre- 
ceding. Notwithstanding the fact that the population of 
the State and the number of physicians have steadily in- 
creased, this interest has been suffered to flag, and our 
numbers have diminished. Let us then exert ourselves to 
discover means by which the profession at large may be 
aroused to co-operate with us ; not for the benefit o{ private 
interests^ which must necessarily be ephemeral, but for the 
advantage of the profession generally. 

After a thorough examination of the subject, and an 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Prestdenfe Address — Lellardy. 39 

extensive correspondence with prominent members of the 
profession in the State, I oflFer the three following plans : 

First. The printing of five hundred additional copies of 
our Transactions, to be distributed among the younger fel- 
low-practitioners in every county in the State. This can 
be done at very little extra cost to the Association, and 
will be productive of great good. There are now in Greorgia 
upwards of fifteen hundred physicians, of whom 216 only 
are entitled to receive copies of these Transactions. Among 
the large remainder, many would be induced to join our 
ranks were they made aware of the work done by this 
Association, and of the benefits which they could derive 
from it. 

Second. The revival of the Committee on Prize Essays, 
instituted in 1873 — and the offering oi four prizes — for 
essays upon Medical and Surgical subjects, open for com- 
petition to all the physicians of the State. 

The first prize of one hundred dollars for the best essay 
upon Medicinal Plants, native or foreign, growing within 
the limits of the State ; their use in practice, natural his- 
tory, cultivation and preparation for use and for market. 

The other three prizes of fifty ^ thirty and twenty dollars, 
or of gold medals of the same value, for the best essays 
upon any subject connected with Medical, Hygienic or 
Surgical Science, to be awarded to the authors of those 
essays proving most meritorious, provided they are deemed 
worthy of a prize by the committee. 

I propose the one hundred dollar prize for the best essay 
upon medicinal plants, because it will thus be brought 
within the reach of the greatest number of our country 
practitioners, who possess a large amount of practical and 
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valuable information, upon the action of our indigenous 
plants in particular diseases ; a knowledge which has re- 
mained buried from public view, because no way has ever 
been oflFered to make it available or profitable. The pros- 
pect of securing a large reward will, I doubt not, stimu- 
late these doctors to action, and under the guiding hand of 
the committee, we -may be able to bring to light many 
hidden treasures. 

^ I propose it because it may be the means of creating a 
new industry among our people — the cultivation and 
gathering for market of medicinal plants, which will ena- 
ble the poorest of them to make a comfortable living upon 
the piece of land which barely sustains them now. This 
industry is carried on successfully in other States, where 
the climate is less favorable than in ours. 

You may find it desirable to set apart one of the other 
prizes for a description of the best original surgical instru- 
ment or appliance, should one be offered. This would not 
only stimulate the inventive genius of our doctors, but 
afford to the profession a protection which is now denied 
them by the ethics of the American Medical Association, 
which prohibits physicians from patenting their own in- 
ventions, and thus gives an opportunity to unprincipled 
hawks to make money and reputation by appropriating, as 
their own, the inventions of others. I recommend that 
you intrust your delegates in the American Medical Asso- 
ciation to urge either the removal of the prohibition, or 
the establishment of a permanent bureau, where claims 
and specifications may be recorded, with the view of mak- 
ing them public, so that no one can obtain patents on 
them. 
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The Committee on Prize Essays should be directed to 
issue a circular, to be mailed to every physician in the 
State, explaining the object for which they have been 
appointed, and stating the points to be contained in the 
essays competing for the first prize, and the order in which 
the points shall be treated, so as to be easily understood 
by every one, and to systematize the work, thus reducing 
the labors of the committee. The circular should also 
contain directions as to the time at which essays are to be 
forwarded to the committee, and the means to be employed 
to identify the writers. The committee should make a 
report at each annual Session of the Association, stating 
the number and general character of essays offered, read- 
ing those to which prizes have been awarded ; and these 
essays should be published in the Transactions. The com- 
mittee may also recommend for publication such other 
essays as they may deem worthy, subject to the approval 
of the CoDMnittee on Publication. 

Those members of the Association who have favored 
me with answers to letters, asking for their opinions upon 
this scheme of prize essays, have approved of it ; the only 
obstacle suggested being the diflSculty of raising money 
for the purpose. To remove this obstacle, I have corres- 
ponded with several Medical Societies in the State, and 
have succeeded in raising, from three of them, the sum of 
eighty-five dollars, and from a few individual members, 
enough to make altogether over one hundred dollars. 

I hope that the members here present will subscribe the 
balance necessary to give the scheme a trial. I am confi- 
dent that they have suflicient pride in their profession to 
wish to elevate it to a higher standard, and in the success 
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of this Association, to make some little personal sacrifice 
in an effort to give it that influence in the State which it 
ought to have. 

Should the plan meet with success, some means of rais- 
ing money for future years must be devised ; and, if the 
burden is too onerous to be borne by the Association, I 
would suggest that a fund be raised, by private subscrip- 
tion, to be invested, and the proceeds used for prizes. 

The third plan, which has been suggested to me by one 
of Georgia's most intelligent and far-seeing physicians, 
and which, if properly understood, must be appreciated, 
can be made available, not only as a means of raising^ 
money for prize essays, but also in elevating the profes- 
sional standard ; and will, if adopted, place this Associa- 
tion in the van of similar organizations in the United 
States. 

This plan is to establish a scholarship and a fellowship 
of the Association, with a diploma for each. 

A Board of Examiners should be selected from among 
the members, composed of two or more persons for each 
branch made the subject of examination ; and should be 
in session during the meetings . of the Association, before 
whom all applicants (who must be graduates of a regular 
medical college,) must appear for examination. A sched- 
ule of examination for each degree, should be decided 
upon by the Association, and strictly adhered to by the 
Board in the case of each applicant. The standard of re- 
quirements in this schedule should be higher than that of 
any medical college in the country ; and the examination 
should be conducted in an impartial manner, and be so 
rigorous that no candidate will be able to receive the full 
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fellowship, unless he possess a superior order of merit. 
The recipient of a diploma will thus occupy a higher pro- 
fessional standing than could be given him by any single 
medical college. In establishing such a fellowship, it 
would be advisable for this Association to invite the As- 
sociations of other States to pursue a similar course, to 
interchange examiners with us (who shall sit upon the 
different boards, either in person or by proxy), and to 
secure such inter-state legislation as will allow the recipi- 
ents of these diplomas to practise in all the States entering 
into this arrangement. 

This would be a step towards the establishing of an in- 
ternational fellowship, under the auspices of the American 
Medical Association, which would remove the very dis- 
agreeable position, in which American physicians often 
find themselves placed, when visiting European countries. 

If the fees attached to these diplomas be made com- 
mensurate with their intrinsic value, there wUl be a sur- 
plus left after paying all the expenses of the Examining 
Board, which can be used for prize essays or other pur- 
poses of the Association. 

I will now direct your attention to the subject of Public 
Health, and of the bearing which it has upon the prosperity 
of the State and of this Association. 

Our people have now awakened more fully than ever 
before to the necessity for an increase in their number, 
and the introduction of a new element into the popula- 
tion. They need, and must have, capital and labor to 
develop their mineral and agricultural resources, to utilize 
their vast water power for manufacturing purposes, to drain 
their swamps. The labor which they require is that of the 
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thrifty Caucasian ; but no intelligent foreigner will come 
here as long as the reputation of the State for unhealthi- 
ness cannot be authentically refuted ; neither will capital- 
ists from abroad invest in our industries, until we can show 
that life is as safe here as elsewhere ; and conviction can 
never be carried to their minds without the endorsement 
of a competent State Board of Health. 

It cannot be denied that malarial diseases exist here, and 
prevail in some places to an alarming extent. 

The marshes and swamps of the low country are the 
hot-beds of miasmata, which pervade and poison the at- 
mosphere of more than two-thirds of the State. In the 
mountainous country, where nature has provided a most 
eflScient system of drainage, and where the climate is all 
that can be desired, typhoid fevers and other diseases — 
the recognized products of filth — cause a mortality nearly 
equal to that of the highly miasmatic sections. 

It is also undeniable that the people of the entire State 
are, as a mass, utterly ignorant in regard to the importance 
of hygienic measures. Now, the question comes : Whose 
duty is it to devise means for removing the causes of these 
avoidable diseases, to diminish the mortality, and to in- 
struct the people ? 

The prevention of disease is now recognized to be a 
higher aim of medicine than the cure. To our profession 
the people look for instruction in all matters relating to 
health. We alone are possessed of the peculiar knowledge 
required in order to understand the causes of diseases, and 
to devise means for their removal. Our experience and 
observation have taught us that thorough drainage will 
remove the miasmatic poison, and that cleanliness will 
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destroy the cause of the most destructive class of diseases. 
It, therefore, becomes us to instruct the people in these 
two cardinal points of sanitation. Should this Association 
declare, by its unanimous voice, that it is the duty of every 
physician, as a citizen of this State, to be constant in his 
eflforts to impress these simple facts upon the people, the 
matter of education will be quickly and easily performed. 
Were the masses fully awakened to the knowledge that 
^heir Kealth and the general 'prosperity of the State would 
be greatly promoted by a proper attention to sanitary 
measures, the Vox populi would soon bring the Legisla- 
ture to create a board of health capable of draining and 
purifying every nook and comer of the State. To com- 
pass such an end, is indeed an aim worthy of our highest 
ambition, and its attainment would reflect more honor 
upon our Association and upon our profession, than any 
other object we could pursue. 

Gtermane to this subject, I would state that the Ameri- 
can Public Health Association, and the National Board of 
Health, will hold their next meeting in Savannah. As 
the public hygiene of this entire country is within the 
purview of these two bodies, the profession will derive much 
benefit from attending these meetings, and taking part in 
the discussions. The sanitary interests of Gteorgia should 
be well represented in the American Public Health Asso- 
ciation ; and the unhealthy condition of Savannah, which 
has been made public through the instrumentality of the 
National Board of Health, should be brought up for dis- 
cussion, with a view to ascertain the facts, and if found to 
be as reported, to discover means of removing the cause. 
As the prosperity of the entire State depends very much 
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upon the healthfulness and good reputation of its principal 
sea-port, thus it is the duty of every patriotic Georgian to 
guard the interests of the State, by setting this matter in 
its true light before the world, and by using such means 
as may be found necessary to supply any existing sanitary 
deficiency. 

I should consider it a' dereliction of duty, to neglect to 
mention the subject of import duties now levied upon 
drugs and medicines and surgical instruments^ because it 
is of vast importance to the entire public, and demands a 
special share of the attention of every physician. Hu- 
manity demands that everything used in the treatment 
of disease should be obtainable in its best quality^ at as 
smMl a cost as possible. But the policy of taxing such 
articles, in order to protect a few manufacturers against 
foreign competition, has resulted in keeping up the price 
of the best foreign instruments, and those made at home, 
at such an exorbitant figure, that the great majority of 
physicians are not able to procure them. Thus it is that 
many surgical and gynecological operations, quite simple 
if performed at once, are put off on account of the heavy 
expense which patients would have to incur in travelling 
to remote places in search of operators, who, as specialists, 
have been obliged to provide themselves with proper in- 
struments, regardless of cost ; and diseases, originally 
simple in their nature, become complicated or incurable 
from long delay in their treatment. Many foreign medi- 
cines and preparations, which could be used to great ad- 
vantage in this country, are also kept out of the reach of 
our physicians by the same cause. 

I will not urge the Association to take any action in 
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this connection, but I think it would be well if we did ; for 
it certainly is the duty of every physician, not only in this, 
but in every other State in the Union, to agitate the ques- 
tion among the people until Congress removes the odious 
and oppressive impost. 

It is natural and right that our labors should be given 
to the claims of the Present^ while those of the Future 
should never be obscured from view ; yet, it is not unfit- 
ting that the Past be remembered also! For a short 
moment let our thoughts be given to the memories of our 
brother physicians who have been fellow-laborers, and 
whose earthly work has ended since the last Session of 
this Association. As we recall the faces and forms that a 
year ago were interested and vigorous, even as we, but 
which are now laid away in our mother earth, let us pause 
long enough, that they may remind us to " Work while it 
is called to-day '^'^ — for, especially to our profession, " time 
is short " I 

Long life is seldom allotted to the active practitioner ; and 
those who gather riches are " few and far between ". Per- 
haps the unremitting appeals to a man's better nature, and 
his sense of " going about doing good ", are more than a 
counterbalance to these discouraging facts. However that 
may be, the records of the past leave no room to doubt 
that younger men will soon gather here in our places, to 
be guided^ or perhaps misguided^ by our records. May 
not such reflections touch a chord in our breasts that will 
ever vibrate to an appeal from wife or child of a deceased 
physician ! Should not even his grave have a claim upon 
us, to see that it be not left neglected ! 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 






REPORTS OF SECTIONS 



AND 



VOLUNTARY COMMUNICATIONS. 



(7) 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FEMALE DISEASES, THE RESULT OF ERRORS IN 

HABIT AND HYGIENE DURING CHILDHOOD 

AND PUBERTY— WITH REMARKS ON THE 

TREATMENT OF RACHIALGIA WITH 
IGNIPUNCTURE (PAQUELIN'S 

CAUTERY). 



REPORT OF THE SECTION ON GYNECOLOGY, FOR THE FIRST 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT. 



By R. J. NUNN. M.D., Savannah. 



The already great, and still constantly increasing number 
of disorders peculiar to the adult female, which present 
themselves for treatment, is a subject well worthy of the 
most earnest and anxious consideration. 

It werei useless to waste words or time to demonstrate 
its importance to the individual and to the community. 
This has been already Tecognized. It will not be a ques- 
tion whether this multiplication is only apparent — as the 
result of increasing accuracy of diagnosis — or real, and 
the outcome of the unhealthy condition of life by which 
the modem female is surrounded. 

It is not intended to inquire whether or not this condition 
exists in like proportion among women of other countries ; 
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whether or not it prevails to a similar extent in other sec- 
tions of our own State or of the United States ; but, to 
speak of it only as occurring in Savannah, and even then, 
limiting myself to my own immediate sphere of observa- 
tion. I have thus circumscribed myself because I am 
convinced that each observer should speak for himself 
independently, and that the observations of one practi- 
tioner may be quite inapplicable to the " clientele " of 
another; therefore, I would not be understood as going 
outside my own practice in any of the general assertions 
which may hereafter be made, nor as gainsaying in the 
least the results arrived at by other observers in the 
same field, no matter how widely they may differ from 
my own. 

It is weU known that the uterus can have a wide range 
of displacement without coming within the limits of ab- 
normality; and even when its position is known to be very 
abnormal, it by no means follows that the constitutional 
effects resulting from such deviation will be at aU serious ; 
while, on the other hand, very slight malpositions will often 
give rise to very serious general results. 

The assertion which has been made that nearly aU women 
would be found with some abnormal uterine deviation, is, 
and must remain, an undemonstrated theory and nothing 
more. It is based upon the fact just alluded to, that seri- 
ous uterine deviations are often unattended by correspond- 
ing constitutional derangements. 

Surgeon J. J. Milhau, U.S.A., testifies that Indian women 
suffer from " prolapsus, versions and flexions of the uterus," 
but they seem to be exempt from the disabilities which so 
frequently accompany these diseases in civilized life. 
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It seems, then, as if the nervous impressibility among 
wonoten is increasing, and that additional detrimental 
causes, whether mechanical, physiological, psychological 
or sanitary, more seriously affect the system, either pro- 
ducing such grave uterine disturbances as are certain to 
make themselves felt severely, or else rendering the nerv- 
ous system so sensitive that it loudly responds to the 
irritation of very slight uterine derangements. One or 
both of these conditions may obtain in every case, and as 
it would be impossible to separate them, the apparent 
causes will be discussed without any reference to their 
classification. 

Two sets of antecedents are at work to produce these 
disorders, viz.: those which lower the vital energy and 
deprave the muscular tone, and those which tend to force 
the uterus into an abnormal position ; probably, to attaiD 
the evil consequence of which I am now treating, both, 
of these are essential ; for while the strength and vigor of 
the uterine support are preserved, and the organ itself 
remains healthy, it is exceedingly unlikely that any or- 
dinary force would cause a displacement, or if displaced 
in any reasonable degree, it would most probably return to 
its normal position. 

That uterine derangements of one kind or another 
should te found among parous women, might not be a 
matter of astonishment ; but it has caused me much sur- 
prise to see of late, a great increase in the number of 
young girls and unmarried females of maturer years, in 
whom uterine disorders of various kinds are to be found. 
Of course, among them, displacements are the most nu- 
merous. 
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The cases come from all classes of society, and are, 
almost without exception, " to the manner bom ". 

It seems also that the number of nulliparous married 
women is augmenting; among them, of course, we expect 
to find some derangement of the genital system. 

Finally, cases of subinvolution and its attendant evils are 
much more numerous than formerly, — not only that, but 
they seem also to be much more troublesome and cry more 
loudly for relief. 

The facts as here stated are, of course, incapable of 
demonstration, except by a series of wearisome and useless 
statistics ; and, therefore, I will assume the truth of the 
propositions, and proceed to the discussion of the causes 
tending to procure these conditions. 

When I propose to speak of the causes which have these 
conditions as their results, I, by no means, expect to cover 
the whole ground, which is so intimately interwoven with 
every circumstance of life, that volunies would be required 
to trace the direct or indirect influence which every mis- 
take, physiological and psychological, may have upon the 
disorders under consideration. They are all concerned in 
functional derangements, and in alterations of the struc- 
tural conditions; and whatever determines one or other 
of these changes, is of necessity a predisposing cause of 
uterine disease. 

It may be said with truth that each subject hereinafter 
mentioned has been already treated of more elaborately 
and more eloquently by widely known authors upon this 
specialty; but it is well for the profession and for the 
community that each should endeavor to record the result 
of his own independent observation, that we should localize. 
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as much as possible, the great generalizations of science, 
and critically examine the results of medical and sanitary 
delinquencies in the communities which surround us and 
in the individuals who come under our observations. 

ERRORS IN HABFT AND HYGIENE. 

Many of the evils spoken of may be ascribed to the 
enervating effects of the climate in this locality^ which 
probably causes that softening of tissue first spoken of by 
Dr. Graily Hewitt, that want of general muscular tone, 
which likewise affecting the organs under consideration, 
makes them an easy prey tot he various accidents which 
determine these diseased conditions. 

Luxurious and sedentaiy habits certainly should come 
in for a full share of blame; and it may be a ques- 
tion well worthy of discussion, whether the unnatural 
circumstances in which women are placed, by what we 
are pleased to call civilization, are not inevitably bring- 
ing the penalty of the persistent and hereditary viola- 
tion of the command "In the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou eat bread ", by giving to us a succession of weak, 
nervous, sickly women, whose debilitated constitutions, 
if they do not affect their male progeny, who are raised 
in a different atmosphere, can well be transmitted to 
their daughters, who are brought up amid surroundings 
similar to those which, in all probability, determined a 
condition of disease in their female ancestors. 

life 18 action, inactivity is death ; under- work is equally 
as injurious as over- work ; moderation is the golden rule, 
moderate exercise is a necessity when the body is in health ; 
under such circumstances, rest is a positive disease. The 
tissues undergo fatty degeneration, are impaired in func- 
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tion, and relaxed in strength. Reasonable work is as 
essential to the' health of the human female as it is to any 
other animal. 

" Clinical observation has led to the opinion that undue 
softness of the uterus is mainly due to malnutrition of the 
organ. The softness may be due either to feebleness and 
imperfect delevopment of the muscular elements in the 
uterus, or to a deranged nervous action, or to deficient 
circulatory power and lessened blood-supply, or ft may be 
due to all these causes combined " {Qraily Hewitt). 

If a certain amount of exercise is necessary to preserve 
the muscles in a healthy condition, it follows that the 
habitual use of such appliances as diminish or totally do 
away with such exercise must of necessity be a source of 
injury, first, to the muscles involved, and, secondly, to the 
general system, in a greater or less degree, in proportion 
as nerves of greater or less importance are implicated. 

When so important a part as the spinal column is de- 
ranged, the consequences of the changes referred to can 
scarcely be foreseen ; but it is quite certain that organs so 
intimately connected with it as the uterus and its append- 
ages, must be among the first to respond to the effects of 
tissue alterations about the nervous centres. The constant 
use of rocking-chairs and stiff corsets cannot fail, first, to 
gradually destroy the power of self-support in the spine, 
and, secondly, to change and destroy its natural curves, 
alter the normal condition of the nerve roots, and deprave 
the nervous action, where it should be brought into healthy 
play. 

Indirectly, the want of moderate exercise^ such as walk- 
ing or riding, is a most potent cause of disease ; secretions, 
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which under natural circumstances would pe expelled from 
the body, lacking the impetus of exercise, remain there 
pent up, to ferment, putrefy and become irritants to the 
enclosing organs, with the result of getting up local in- 
flammations and congestions, which, again, are among the 
first steps to permanent disease. Nor is this unfortunate 
condition of things at all mitigated by the extraordinary 
pruderj^ which forbids the mother to instruct her daughters 
in the use and necessity of the syringe, until irreparable 
mischief has been done. 

The most injurious of all the results of our artificial 
condition of life, is the furor for over-education which has 
seized the popular mind, and the injudicious use of those 
intellectual hot- houses, called schools, which force up the 
brain into precarious development at the expense of nerv- 
ous strength and constitutional vigor. 

While we admire the varied acquirements and pleasing 
accomplishments of brilliant women, we forget that the 
force for all this brain work is withdrawn from the grow- 
ing body, and reacts most upon the organs which govern 
the whole female economy. It is at the very time of life 
when these exacting duties are imposed upon these children, 
that most nervous energy is required to supply the demands 
for physical and sexual development, then rapidly pro- 
gressing; and the results of this strain will fall chiefly 
upon those organs, which at that time are the most active, 
and these are the reproductive. Not only are these viscera 
deprived of the special nervous force they require, but they 
partake of the feeble muscular tone which pervades the 
whole system, as the natural result of the diversion of so 
much nervous energy into unnatural brain work. 

(8) 
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Many of the diseases of the adult female originate, 
doubtless, in the school room ; and we, as physicians, are 
derelict in the duty we owe to society if we permit womea 
to unfit themselves for the duties of their sex without 
pointing out the errors they are committing, in language 
forcible and clear enough to be understood by all. • 

The question of school crowding and vitiated air as a 
primal cause of enervation and tissue softenin^^ in the 
child, which might ultimately crop out as a uterine affec- 
tion in the developed female, is purposely omitted, be- 
cause it is quite certain that in this district neither of 
these causes obtain, as will be seen by reference to the 
report of the Commissioners of Education. 

Late hov/rs and crowded assemblies^ dancing in heated 
and ill-ventilated rooms^ fashionable debauchery avbd riot- 
ous living generally^ — these, and other transgressions of 
the same class, are too well known, and too generally 
recognized as causative of very grave results, to require a 
lengthy notice. 

Sudden exposures to extreme changes of temperature^ 
and other thoughtless acts of the same class, generally 
shew their immediate effects in acute attacks of disease ; 
but these may result in chronic affections, which will or 
can produce the pathological changes referred to. 

ERRORS IN DRESS. 

The prevailing fashion of suspendhig shirts from the 
waist^ is, beyond question, an important factor in the pro- 
duction of diseases of this class. 

Examine the condition of things : A string is tied round 
and constricting the waist. This, alone, has a tendency to 
divide the contents of the trunk into two parts, one of 
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which is forced upward and the other downward. In 
' other words, the uterus is forced out of position by an 
amount of pressure proportionate to the compression made 
upon the waist. A parallel and an illustrative condition 
is found, when external pressure is made to assist in de- 
livery, as by the hand of an attendant ; by the use of the 
elastic or non-elastic bandage ; or even by bringing into 
play theLaction of the voluntary muscles of the abdomen, 
by the exercise of the will of the parturient woman. To 
the string round the waist are suspended skirts, weighing, 
vsay, from five to fifteen pounds. Placing the figure at the 
lowest given, five pounds (which is a very low estimate), 
it comes to be a question of importance to consider the 
force of the shock given to the contents of the abdomen 
by each step. Let this be determined by a simple experi- 
ment, as follows : 

Take a common scale and let a five pound weight drop 
into one pan from a given height, placing weights in the 
opposite pan until it is not disturbed by the descending 
weight on the other side. Assume the height of a stair 
step to be four and a-half inches, and let this be the height 
through which the five pound weight is allowed to fall. 
It will now be found that twenty-five pounds will be 
required in the opposite pan to resist the impact of the 
falling weight. 

This, then, is the shock sustained by the abdomen at 
each descending step of this height. This is the force 
which the uterus and other abdominal organs have to 
resist in their efforts to retain their normal position. Re- 
member, now, that such concussions as are here described 
are rejfJeated one thousand to ten thousand times daily. 
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Think of the thousands and thousands of such shocks 
Hustained by a woman while dancing, even at a single 
ball. Take this cause alone, estimate the mechanical 
force brought to bear, the tons of extraneous and un- 
natural pressure sustained by the abdominal organs, — 
and, then, think you that you will be prepared to join the* 
crowd who hold up their hands in astonishment at the 
headaches, the backaches, the disordered bowels, the dys- 
pepsias, the urinary disorders, the uterine displacements, 
the vaginal discharges, the menstrual irregularities, the 
thousand and one indescribable pains, called by Engel- 
mann hystero-neuroses^ the frequent sterilities, the diflS- 
cult labors, and the number of invalid women? Will you, 
let me ask you, be astonished at all this ? No ! AflJer 
considering and estimating this and other provocative 
causes, the results of despotic fashion, of sharp competi- 
tion in the race for a livelihood, or of vicious and unnatural 
habits, falsely called civilization, the wonder will rather 
be, that one healthy woman can occasionally be found, 
and our admiration cannot but be increased for the extra- 
ordinary adaptability and compensative power of nature. 

While it is, of course, unquestionable that the direct 
effect of this condition is the mechanical displacement of 
the abdominal organs, the results indirectly accnling to 
them are also of a very serious character. The shocks are 
primarily upon the points of most resistance, the iliac 
bones and the spine. Without stopping to discuss whether 
or not the impacts upon the ilia are conducted to the spine 
with.suflScient force to be injurious, although investigations 
almost warrant me in saying that they are, let me state pos- 
itively, as the result of careful and oft-repeated experiment. 
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that the spine suffers severely under these circumstances. 
Now, the conclusion is inevitable that the irritation of 
the nerve roots in the spinal region does interfere with the 
nutrition and other functional processes going on in the 
abdominal viscera, and a condition of disease must be the 
•inevitable result. For this evil the remedy is, fortunately, 
Mmple enough. Let all weights be suspended from the 
shoulders and relieve the abdominal organs from the eternal 
merciless hammering to which they are now subjected. 

The dioulders, with their rigid, bony structure and 
powerful muscular suspension, transfer the weight to the 
spine, which — elastic, by reason of its curvature and its 
anatomical construction — cushions and breaks any reason- 
able shock that may be received, and so effectually dis- 
tributes the load, that enormous weights may be carried 
for a long time without injury. Let also the clothing be 
made to conform to the natural shape of the body rather 
than squeeze the figure into the form given to the gar- 
ments. 

Frequently and eloquently as this story has befen told, 
it will bear repeating over and over again, until every 
woman in the country has heard of it, recognized its im- 
portance and truth, and put the precepts into practice. 

Simple, however, though this remedy may be, its adop- 
tion must depend upon the autocratic dictum of fashion. 
The members of the medical profession can do much to 
infuse a little common sense into the system of female 
dressing; ana it is for the purpose of enlisting the active 
co-operation of the members of the Medical Association 
of Georgia in this field, that these remarks have been 
made, and not, by any means, to put forward any claim to 
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extraordinary novelty in the views or suggestions herein 
expressed. 

Germane to this branch of the subject is the vicious 
habit of aleephig with the hands of the skirts or of the 
drawers still tightly encircling the waist — a practice which 
although not universal, is still very far from uncommon. 
The conditions under these circumstances are probably as 
productive of evil consequences as in the former. It is 
true that the downward pressure due to the force of gravity 
is relieved, but the gravitation of the viscera away from 
the pelvis is prevented by the constriction at the waist, 
and the irritating effects of the constricting cord is in- 
creased in proportion to the pressure exerted upon it by 
the abdominal organs. 

These facts can be easily verified by any observer who 
pleases to direct attention to this subject. I have found 
that the waist is one or two inches larger when recumbent 
than in the same patient when erect. As a rule, then, 
everything should be loose round the waist when lying 
down. 

.THE NEED OF REST. 

To the production of congestions of the pelvic organs, 
one of the most powerful causatives is constant standing. 
Its effects are in this respect entirely different from walk- 
ing. One of the most common results of long continued 
standing, is hemorrhoids. They occur in both sexes, and 
the same causes which produce congestion of the hemor- 
rhoidal vessels will also produce congestions of the other 
pelvic viscera. 

The increasing number of women who find employment 
as clerks in stores, where they are compelled to stand daily 
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for many hours at a time, gives to this subject a bearing 
of great interest to the gynecologist. 

While it cannot be denied that there are thousands of 
women living lives of inertia and idleness ; while it is pro- 
bable that the number of these is greater than the men 
who follow the same course ; still, it must be admitted that 
when women do work, their hours of labor are longer than 
are those of the other sex. 

In her house she is first up in the morning, and last to 
bed at night. If she is the wife of a workman, she must 
provide his breakfast before he goes out, and his supper 
after he comes home ; and the care of her children, in all 
probability, precedes the one and succeeds the other. If 
she has employment which occupies her day, she is always 
compelled to eke out the pittance of a salary she receives 
for her services, by doing some sort of work in her spare 
hours which she would otherwise be compelled to pay for 
having done. 

It is seldom that a woman's work under any circum- 
stances is less than fourteen or sixteen hours daily, while 
the hardier sex grumble at ten, and get Acts of Congress 
passed, or go on strikes, to get their hours of daily labor 
reduced to eight. 

Think of them compelled to stand behind the counter for 
from twelve to sixteen hours daily : true, they are told they 
may sit down when there is nothing to do ; but often seats 
are not provided for them, and in stores where there are 
seats, they are only for show ; for if seen sitting down, 
work is soon found for them, or they are discharged, be- 
cause if there is nothing to do, the employer has no further 
use for them (these are their own words). 
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I have seen these wretched creatures weak, sick, ex- 
hausted, scarcely able to stand, yet compelled to endure 
this for bread. The fabled whip of the slave-driver was a 
heaven, and the much-belied condition of the negro slave 
was a paradise, when compared to this peonage, this do or 
starve alternative. Yet, these employers would withal be 
thought humane men ; perhaps pious, and would shudder 
at the idea of putting a muzzle on a dog, or a check-rein 
on a horse, but would not at all object to half a dozen 
human beings a week dying of hydrophobia (as was the 
case in London), pro\ided' their mad, mangy pets could 
have the privilege of biting them. 

We sadly need a society for the prevention of cruelty 
to shop-girls, sales-women of- sales-ladies, by whichever 
name they may be called, and to the overworked classes 
of women generally. To be sure, they are only human 
beings, and should take care of themselves ; but, be it 
remembered, that they must work or starve. Think of 
these women being kept in stores from seven or eight 
o'clock a.m., until eleven p.m., or sometimes until mid- 
night, with one hour to walk, perhaps a mile or two, to 
dinner. 

Let us, then, impress upon our patients and friends the 
great physical injury that is thus being done ; let us urge 
them to withdraw their patronage from stores where this 
wickedness is being enacted. Surely, women cannot be so 
deaf to the cries of their own sex, as not to raise a helping 
hand in their behalf. 

We have lots of societies formed for the propagation of 
some chimerical idea of moralty, temperance or some 
holiday observance — to pamper tabbies, supply tooth- 
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picks to savages, or missionary dinners to the cannibals. 
Many like these we have, and others equally absurd ; but 
when it comes to real practical good to our fellow-creatures 
immediately around us, how little, how very little, is done ! 

Th3 poor, whom we " have always with us," we will not 
see ; but neglecting these at home, spend our sympathies 
and charities upon more distant, and, most frequently, 
undeserving objects. 

Certainly, these unfortunate " white slaves " had far 
better be 

** Where woman has never a sool to saye, 
If this be ChriBtian work.'* 

From much that has already been said, it may well be 
supposed that the constant going up and down stairs ^^ such 
as is now incident to the ev^ry-day life of our city women, 
is to be regarded as a practice to be severely condemned, 
and a remedy for the evil vigorously sought after. In 
crowded cities, this can only be found by introducing 
elevators, and adopting the continental system of living 
on flats, now becoming fashionable at the North, and 
which, it is to be hoped for the benefit of the dwellers in 
cities, will soon be introduced into the South. It should 
be the work of the medical profession to advance this 
needed reform. In the meantime, let it be impressed upon 
women that four times as much nerve-force is used in going 
up stairs as in walking on a level, the speed being the same 
in both instances ; and then if, as is usually done, the as- 
cent is made at a run, the force required is multiplied four 
or more times. Hence, if .they would avoid the palpita- 
tions, short breathing and exhaustion, they now experi- 
ence, let them go up stairs with one-fourth the velocity of 
an ordinary walk. 
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The excessive use of the skipping-rope comes under this 
class of transgressions, the constant jumping being analog- 
ous in its effects to going up and down stairs, and to long 
continued standing. The combined effects upon women 
of the tight waist-belt, the suspended weight and the con- 
stant jar, can be better estimated by observing the effects 
produced upon men similarly circumstanced. The cavalry 
soldier is notoriously the subject of hernia occasioned by 
repeated shocks overcoming the resistance of the abdomi- 
nal walls and producing rupture. Sailors were formerly 
said to be very frequently so affected. They wear the 
waist-belt, and the combined effects of this and their 
unusual efforts in pulling at ropes, produce the same 
result. 

In the weakened and debilitated condition of the system 
brought about by one or more of the unhealthy conditions 
spoken of in this paper, a shock of any kind, either me- 
chanical or nervous, may determine a uterine disease. A 
sudden jar may do it, a slight fall or a jump, or, again, a 
sudden fright, the reception of unexpected news, in fact, 
anything which, on the one hand, would mechanically 
disarrange the organs, or, acting upon the spinal column, 
would so disorder the nervous system, as to produce con- 
gastion of the viscera, in which the uterus and its append- 
ages, from their very .nature, would largely share. It is in 
this latter way that nervous shocks seem to act, the blood 
leaving the periphery and being thrown largely upon the 
internal organs. 

The baneful effects of sewing machines with pedal 
attachments has so often been made the theme of writers 
upon the subject of diseases of women, that a bare allusion 
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to it is only required, as one of the possible, if not pro- 
bable, causes of this class of complaints. 

Almost every physician has heard from women suffering 
from uterine displacements the complaint that upon lift- 
ing some heavy weight something seemed " to snap " or 
^' to give way " in their backs, and from this circumstance 
each dates her trouble. Of course, such extraordinary 
exertion should if possible be avoided. The exertions of 
washwomen appear to make them particularly liable to 
these maladies, nor is this at all remarkable when we 
remember that a fit of coughing has been known to pro- 
duce the same result. I have often during a specular 
examination had a cylindrical speculum forcibly expelled 
by a fit of coughing. 

Dr. Wing, of Boston, Mass., has drawn attention to the 
importance of the abdominal method of breathing in sing- 
ing, as a cause of uterine displacement. This is an in- 
teresting field of investigation for observers having the 
proper facilities, as for example, physicians to opera 
houses, an appointment sometimes made on the continent 
of Europe; but it is of little importance as a factor in 
the causes of these diseases, so far at least as concerns my 
own field of observation. 

In this place, as illustrative of the effect of shock upon 
the female generative organs, I would mention that I have 
frequently had patients to report pessaries expelled with 
great force as the result of the shock of what was appar- 
ently a very slight fall or even tripping; and even in 
nuUiparous women, I have known tightly fitting cotton 
tampons to be expelled by the forces brought into play 
• under these circumstances. 
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EXPOSURE. 

No doubt the germ of many abdominal disorders, includ- 
ing in the number these now imder consideration, is laid 
by the exposure of the lower extremities to great varia- 
tions of temperature. This might not be the case in a 
state of nature, but in the comparatively delicate individ- 
uals such as come under our notice, it certainly is. 

Here several causes are at work ; the depressing influ- 
ence of the cold feet, the nervous irritation of pain, and 
the direct effects of the current of cold venous blood con- 
stantly thrown into the abdomen, lowering vitality, and 
checking the vital processes there going on. Yet here 
again, in your efforts to mitigate this evil, you will be met 
at the very outset by blind ignorance, or a slavish obedi- 
ence to a senseless fashion, which insists that children shall 
be exposed to the changes of temperature incident to our 
winter climate, half-naked as regards their lower extremi- 
ties. If one-half the bundling packed upon the chest and 
arms could be, or would be, transferred to the feet, legs 
and abdomen, the result would unquestionably benefit the 
rising generation of Women ; but, unfortunately, mothers 
will not see their mistakes, their children must be dressed 
like other people's. In .vain is an appeal made to their 
common sense, by asking them to imagine themselves sim- 
ilarly exposed. They simply " smile and smile," and mur- 
der while they smile. 

Nor are the mistakes commenced in childhood discon- 
tinued in adult years, when the thin absorbent boot and 
a mere film of a stocking constitute the sole, senseless 
apology for the protection which proper clothing should 
give. 
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The effect of tight shoes as a provocative of uterine 
disorders, might be worthy of a careful investigation. 
High heels have already come in for their share of an- 
athemas, but the tight, ill-fitting shoe has been allowed 
still to do its work unobserved. Certainly, the constant 
torture consequent upon the wearing of tight shoes cailnot 
but produce some important changes in the nervous sys- 
tem, which will probably be increased by want of that 
proper, natural and healthy exercise from which the victim 
is debarred ; and they are still further aggravated by the 
obstruction to the natural circulation, which must of ne- 
cessity follow the compression alluded to. Except as 
touching the obstruction to the circulation, these remarks 
apply with equal force to misshapen, ill-fitting shoes. 
There is, however, a hope that the form of shoes made 
upon anatomical principles, and known as the Waken- 
phast, may become fashionable, and this evil be thus to a 
certain extent remedied. 

During menstruation the uteru^ is engorged, increased 
in weight, and has therefore an increased tendency to 
displacement. There is also at this time an increased 
draft upon the nervous power of the female. It is im- 
portant, then, that women of delicate frame and constitu- 
tion should be more careful at these periods than at other 
times ; that they should take, if possible, more rest, and 
avoid as much as possible any unusual or extraordinary 
exertion. I have a patient, unmarried, in whom going up 
stairs rapidly during this period, or indeed any unaccus- 
tomed exercise, is sure to be followed by flooding. 

So much has already been written upon constipation, as 
a cause of uterine displacements, that further remarks 
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would be superfluous. But it is worth while to ask the 
pertinent question, Is constipation so often the cause of 
these displacements as it is the consequence of them, or, 
of the same causes of which they themselves are the re- 
sult ? Co-existent they are, to be sure ; but, beyond this, 
nothing can be clinically demonstrated up to the present 
time ; indeed, not a few cases have come under my obser- 
vation, as well as under that of others, in which diarrhoea 
or tenesmus was a prominent symptom of the intestinal 
irritation resulting from uterine displacements. 

The results of the mechanical obstruction to the circula- 
tion of the parts by the accumulation of feces in the rectum 
and of urine in the bladder, has been frequently alluded 
to by gynecological writers. 

INFLUENCE OF DIET. 

To what extent is the tendency to uterine disorders in- 
fluenced by diet ? This is a theme vast enough to occupy 
the profession for many years to come. Almost every 
writer upon this specialty has a word to say touching this 
point. Inquirers in this regard might, with advantage, 
consult the works of Salisbury and Cutter, where cases are 
related showing the curative effects of diet in certain of 
these affections. If curative, why should not a like reg- 
imen be also preventive? The answer to this question 
can only be given after years of careful investigation 
upon thousands of cases. The field, however, is a fruitful 
one, and, moreover, the observations are such as require 
patience rather than any special dexterity. It is well 
known that struma or tubercle may result from errors of 
intestinal digestion, and it is quite certain that these 
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causes can, and do, very seriously affect the genital 
system. 

The recent discoveries of the complicated character of 
the pancreatic fluid, with its four digestive principles, 
gives increased interest to this broad field of inquiry, 
while the application here of Virchow's view of the pro- 
duction of tubercle from a degraded quality of connective- 
tissue corpuscles, cannot fail to give important results. 

" The rapid development of the genital organs, which 
occurs normally on the arrival of puberty, demands a free 
and full supply of nourishment In some rare instances, 
as is well known, the uterus never does attain its full 
development, the retardation being due to other causes ; 
but this class of cases differs from those now under con- 
sideration. Here we have the uterus fully developed and 
of the normal length, but its tissues are abnormally soft. 
From the circumstance that this is observed in association 
with great general weakness, the influence is obvious that 
the condition of the uterus is one of mal-nutrition. The 
clinical history of such cases and the results of treatment 
give the fullest confirmation of this view" — {Graily 
Hewitt). 

One of the mistakes which seems to have taken a deep 
root with many people and to a great extent to exercise a 
large control over their dietary is, that a human being 
can thrive upon diet derived exclusively from either the 
animal or the vegetable kingdom. While there are in- 
dividuals who may constitutionally lean towards one or 
the other division of the animal kingdom, toward the car- 
nivorous or toward the graminivorous, it should be borne 
in mind that man as a class, occupies a position between 
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the two, partaking somewhat of the peculiarities of both; 
that being anatomically constructed to digest food derived 
from both kingdoms, it is fair to argue that such a mixed 
diet is essential to preserve the individual in the highest 
condition of health. 

To me, there is neither sense nor reason in the idea of 
regarding the animal as a mere chemical laboratory, and 
ignoring altogether the existence of a great life principle, 
governing and controlling all the appetites and assimila- 
tive processes going on in the system. 

It by no means follows tliat because an isomeric com- 
Ijound exists both in the animal and vegetable kingdom, 
that, therefore, the one can be substituted for the other in 
making up a dietary. On this principle, for example, 
some chemists assert that beans can be used as a substitute 
for meat. It by no means follows that vegetable oils could 
be substituted for animal fats as articles of diet. In or- 
ganic compounds there seems to be differences, dependent 
upon the sources from which they may be derived, which 
have escaped the tests of the clieraists. There are differ- 
ences in the beef from different pastures. Certain vege- 
tables grown in one locality are known to be superior to 
others. If such diflferences exist within each of these 
natural divisions, how much greater must be the distinc- 
tion, when a compound, chemically isomeric, is found in 
both kingdoms. When the organic compounds are not 
identical in chemical composition, but only similar, the 
problem becomes still more complicated, and to reduce 
the argument to the limits of absurdity, it might almost 
as reasonably be expected to find the digestive system 
capable of originating organic compounds from the ele- 
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ments, carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen, etc., injected into it by 
the chemist 

Look at the diflBculties encountered in finding a substi- 
tute for mother's milk ; no matter how close the analysis 
of one may resemble the other, there are still physical 
qualities wliich cannot be imitated 

Practically, we know that starches from different sources 
differ in their effects upon the digestive organs. 

The horses of the Paris Cab Company furnish a fine 
example of chemical feeding. TheoreticaEy, they receive 
a full amount of nourishment, and they should be in fine 
condition ; but, practically, the chemistry does not work 
right, and the animals are so thin and poor and weak that 
they can scarcely go out of a walk, and many of them are 
unable to go across the city, a distance of five miles. 

The experiments of a great number of physiologists, 
American and foreign, demonstrate the inappropriate- 
ness of a single article of diet, and point conclusively to 
a mixed dietary as necessary to maintain in man the 
highest degree of health and the greatest ability for work, 
mental and physical. 

Conceding the necessity of a mixed diet, the question 
of a just proportion between the animal and vegetable 
foods naturally arises. 

To a paper by Dr. E. Cutter of Boston, I am in- 
debted for the idea that Nature herself has indicated the 
proportion best' suited, when she furnished the teeth for 
the mastication of the food. Out of thirty-two teeth, 
twelve are adapted to the mastication of vegetables, and 
twenty, of meat. This, then, is the proportion, twenty 

(10) 
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parts of animal food to twelve of vegetable, a relation just 
about the opposite of the dietary usually adopted.* 

In view of the great preponderance of starchy foods 
and sugars now generally used, it will be well to briefly 
pass in review some of the more prominent effects of 
these articles of diet upoa the organs of digestion and 
assimilation when used in excess. 

The first step in digestion is the change of starch into 
sugar : now, if from any cause, the process of digestion is 
arrested, fermentation takes place with the evolution of 
carbonic acid gas, which manifests its presence in various 
well-known ways, " We are indebted to Dr. Salisbury, of 
Cleveland, Ohio, for the suggestion that carbonic acid gas 
acts as a local anesthetic upon the villi and muscles of the 
intestines, paralyzing them and thus further arresting the 
progress of intestinal absorption." 

Dr. Cutter, likewise, confirms this statement. Aside, 
then, from the fact that starch and sugar furnish only one- 
fifth of the number of elements required for the nourish- 
ment and building up of the body, it will be seen that the 
excessive use of these articles as food is not unattended 
with danger. It would be well to bear in mind the ex- 
periments of Magendie in which dogs lived about the 
same length of time under absolute starvation as on a 
diet of pure wheaten bread only, or of sugar, or of gum, 
or of oil alone. • 

Parker (quoted by Buck) kept a strong man upon fat 
and starch, and found full vigor preserved for five days ; 
in a man in whom he reduced the amount of nitrogen one- 

*Food — Open letter to J. Marion Sims, M.D.,LL.D., Reprint from Gaillard's 
Medical Jonmal, Feb., 1881. 
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half, fall vigor was retained for seven days. If the ab- 
stention was prolonged, there was great loss of muscular 
strength, often mental debility, some feverish and dyspep- 
tic symptoms ; then followed anaemia and great prostra- 
tion. 

This picture of the symptoms of inanition is sufficiently 
characteristic to bring vividly before our minds the cases 
of many of our patients in whom we little suspe'ct the 
state of starvation which in reality exists, and is the foun- 
dation of all their ailments. 

In so far as it impairs nutrition and tends to a de- 
pravement of tissue, dyspepsia becomes no mean factor 
in uterine affections, even if the nervous derangements 
which accompany it were to be entirely ignored. General 
weakness must be set down as a predisposing cause of 
uterine distortion, whether that weakness proceed from a 
general feebleness consequent upon a long course of im- 
perfect nutrition of the body, or be due to the effects of 
fevers or other prostrating disease. 

Some of the most troublesome cases of uterine distor- 
tion have plainly their origin in this way. After some 
weeks or months of debilitating illness from scarlet fever, 
for instance, the patient begins to move about, and whether 
from feeble resistance of the uterine tissues themselves, or 
the weakened condition of the uterine attachments, one 
or both, mechanical mischief results and uterine distortion 
is originated — [Orally Hewitt). 

ULTIMATE- RESULTS. 

Enough perhaps has been said as to the provocative 
causes of the conditions under consideration, and it may 
be well to glance at the manner in which these errors 
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react to bring about a condition of disease such as is here 
referred to. 

I must confess that I am old-fashioned enough to believe 
that the healthy, nuiscular tone of the transverse muscular 
fibre of the vagina is one of the prime factors in the main- 
tenance <rf the uterus in its normal condition : lessen the 
muscular tone, destroy the integrity of the muscular fibre,, 
and one of the chief supports of the uterus being removed, 
as a consequence it easily yields to displacing forces, many 
of which have already been detailed. Once displaced, the 
well-known train of evils will, sooner or later, inevitably 
follow. But, if this, want of tonicity extends^ not only to 
the other uterine supports, but also to the whole muscular 
system, and is already of such long standing that the 
nervous system has also become affected, it does seem as 
if it would be a matter of impossibility for a woman so 
circumstanced to escape some type of uterine disease, — 
errors of form and of p6sition naturally occupying the first 
place. 

It is very important that uterine displacements should 
be treated early. Therefore, women themselves should be 
instructed to appreciate and to recognize the earlier symp- 
toms resulting from these malpositions. They should be 
taught to recognize the importance of the reflex nervous 
phenomena resulting from uterine initations, and to trace 
them to their source, just as they have already learnt to 
attribute many facial neuralgias to unsound teeth. 

In the earlier stages there is no doubt that many of 
these conditions are curable, which, later on, prove very 
refractory to treatment. Many a wbman insures to her- 
self the life of an invalid by neglecting the earlier, lighter, 
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but equally as significant symptoms, which manifest them- 
selves through a comparatively slight uterine disturbance. 

" Undue softness of the uterus persisting only for a few 
weeks, may have no permanently injurious effects. But, 
continuing for some months or longer, it rarely fails to 
lead to some such alteration in the shape of the organ as 
to entail more oj less permanent disability of various 
kinds. Locomotive power is apt to be most seriously in- 
terfered with " — ( Oraily Hewitt), 

Let it not be supposed, however, that the cases which 
come within the scope of this report are found without 
some trouble. They, almost without exception, consult a 
physician for some affection apparently unconnected with 
any uterine disturbance. It is a headache, a backache, 
dyspepsia, a shortness of breath, some kidney affection, 
" something the matter with the water,^' etc., etc. ; and the 
doctor is often misled by the youth of the patient, and 
unsuccessfully treats a symptom which promptly disap- 
pears, when the cause is once recognized and properly 
treated. 

The examination of the bladder in the class of patients 
referred to, and indeed in all gynecological cases, is a 
matter of the gravest importance. As it is my rule to 
examine all such cases by the rectum, so also, it is my 
rule to ascertain the condition of the bladder in all these 
patients. 

This habit has been the result of much self-mortification 
at finding that symptoms which had been attributed to 
uterine disorders, and for which there was apparently 
abundant cause, were in reality due to irritability of the 
neck of the bladder or some portion of the urethra. 
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Let me not be understood as speaking of irritation of 
the bladder, produced either by stretching, pressure or 
friction, occasioned by a displaced uterus, but of a urethral 
irritation existing, for which no adequate cause can be 
found. The symptoms accompanying this condition are 
sometimes so exactly like some of the many hysterical 
symptoms which accompany uterine irritation, that no 
points of distinction suflSciently definite have, so far, pre- 
sented themselves to my observation ; and hence my rule 
to examine the bladder with a sound in every case with- 
out exception. 

Upon this point Prof. Munde, in his exhaustive work on 
^' Minor Surgical Gynecology," page 58, says : , 

" When a patient complains of painful, too frequent, 
or too scanty micturition, or when the finger in the vagina 
detects an unusual sensitiveness of the urethral body or 
vesical base, it may be desirable to explore the urethra 
and bladder by means of instruments or the finger." 

While assenting to this, it is my desire to go farther and 
say that the urethra and bladder should always be explored 
with instruments. When dexterously done no injury can 
possibly result, while some information might be gained 
of vast importance in the treatment of the case. 

In no class of complaints is more patience required to 
effect a cure, both on the part of the invalid and of the 
physician. Begotten, it may be of hygienic errors dating 
back to the childhood of the patient, a long course of 
careful treatment, of careful sanitary regulation, will be 
required to eradicate the evil and restore the organs to 
their normal condition. 

The task increases in difficulty as the age of the patient 
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advances ; for while the resiliency of youth still predomi- 
nates, nature is aiding us to effect a cure. 

As an average, I might say that not less than from 
twelve to eighteen naonths' medical treatment and hy- 
gienic care will suffice to put the patient in good health ; 
but, to preserve that health, the laws of sanitation must 
not be again transgressed. 

It is otherwise with our older patients : as age increases, 
as time and habitude have served to confirm the organs in 
their abnormal conditions, so do the difficulties in the way 
of effecting a cure become inmiensely magnified. Relief 
we may obtain, and generally do, but a cure is rarely ef- 
fected. 

I have spoken already of the numerical superiority of 
displacements, and I wish here to recur to this*; because, 
with comparatively few exceptions, I have found all suffer- 
ing with prolapsus, more or less pronounced. In many of 
the more aggravated cases the uterus is pressed down upon 
the i)erineum, apparently with great force, until the organ 
is seemingly bent upon itself. So great does the pressure 
seem to me to be, that I have no doubt that if the per- 
ineum was ruptured by accident or design a case of external 
protrusion would quickly and surely follow. Now, suppose 
a case of this kind to become pregnant, and to be safely 
delivered, probably with a ruptured fourchette, possibly 
with a perineum lacerated to a greater or less extent, but 
certainly with an os laxum vaginae, as the result. To this 
condition, add an increased softening of the tissues, with, 
in all probability, more or less subinvolution, — and you 
have all the conditions to insure a case of complete pro- 
lapsus. Think you that such a case as this would be 
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cured by operating for a ruptured perineum if such ex- 
isted ? By no means. The disease would be concealed 
but not eradicated. 

One of the objects I have in view in referring specially 
to this matter is, to state my firm conviction that many of 
the cases of prolapsus in multipara found co-existent with 
a ruptured perineum, are not dependent upon or resultant 
from this accident, as is now generally taught, but are the 
outcome of pre-existing diseased conditions dating back 
anterior to pregnancy. Operations in such cases might 
gratify the " cacoethes operandi " (if I may be permitted 
the paraphrase) of some surgical gynecologist, more ardent 
than conservative, but would be of doubtful benefit to the 
patient 

It may seem strange, but I would mention that patients 
of my own, whose cases would well illustrate these re- 
marks, have visited other cities, and been persuaded to 
submit to the operation for ruptured perineum, with what 
result you may very easily imagine. 

Nothing brings more discredit upon the profession than 
the constant thoughtless performing of unnecessary, and, 
therefore, unsatisfactory, operations. In these, our days, 
the more modest, and to our patients, the more Satisfac- 
tory results of medical treatment, are thrown in the shade 
by the brilliant flash of the surgeon's knife. Instead of 
exhausting every other means of making life tolerable, 
we have become too prone to look upon every uterus and 
perineum as something upon which to operate, and every 
woman as little more than a subject for vivisection. 

In the general desire to ciU^ eve'ty others means of cure 
is neglected or altogether lost sight of; and we resort first 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DispldcemenU — Nunn, 81 

to surgery, instead of making it what it should be, a court 
of final appeal. 

All that has been said touching the causes constitution- 
ally predisposing to uterine disturbance in the unmarried 
female, applies of course with equal or greater force to 
parous women; but here comes in another condition to 
complicate the case, viz., subinvolution. 

Some writers consider subinvolution as chronic metritis ; 
and 7)i-ce-ver8a these rare cases of chronic metritis, occa- 
sionally met with in women who have never been pregnant, 
are classed by them along with subinvolution. A discus- 
sion, however, of this classification has no place in this 
paper, the object of which is to point out the frequency of 
this aflTection in this locality, and to indicate its probable 
cause or causes, which I consider to be the same as those 
which lead in the unmarried female to the development 
of other uterine afiections. 

In addition to the local and constitutional conditions 
already enumerated, there are, of course, those peculiar 
to the early stagfe of puerperal convalescence, — such as 
^' leaving bed at too early a date ; too violent action of the 
abdominal muscles, brought about either by heavy work, 
or by f hysical exertions, such as severe cough, repeated 
vomiting, etc.; further, retained blood-coagula and frag- 
ments of secundines ; grave puerperal diseases, with para- 
and peri-metritis ; too early sexual intercourse ; and other 
similar causes." 

I am, however, fully persuaded that many of these 

causes would be inoperative, if the systemic tone had 

been maintained up to the standard of vigorous health 

during the pre-puerperal life of the patient. 
(11) 
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" The causes of subinvolution of the uterus are general 
and local. The general causes are great debility, in con- 
sequence of which the nutritive changes, which should 
proceed rapidly in the uterus, are retarded or impeded. 
Weakly women are peculiarly prone to suffer from sub- 
involution. Any general or constitutional disease may 
give rise to it. The local causes are frequently mechan- 
ical in their action." 

" In the list of local causes must be mentioned, previous 
distortion of the uterus; for a long standing distortion 
frequently recurs after pregnancy is over, and such recur- 
rence may act very powerfully in retarding uterine involu- 
tion " — ( Orally Hewitt). 

It may be that the number of individuals is increasing 
in whom laceration of the os is to be found. If such is 
the case, we cannot overlook the fact, but we must ac- 
count for it. — An all-sufHcient cause for many of the cases 
presents itself in the depravement of the muscular tissue, 
and a consequent loss of its tone and elasticity, following 
the causes before mentioned. 

Are the reflex symptoms accompanying lacerated os 
becoming more serious than they formerly were? If 
so, we have the increased debility of the wholft econ- 
omy, including the nervous system, to account for it . 

Many cases of ruptured perineum may indirectly owe 
their occurrence to these very causes; on the one hand, 
the part being wanting in its normal elasticity, and, on 
the other hand, an increased nervous excitability existing 
which tends to make it still more rigid. 

It is by no means ^incommon to find in young girls a 
bulging in of the anterior and posterior vaginal walls — 
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one or both ; what would, with a ruptured fourchette or 
OS laxum vaginae, most certainly be a complete prolapse of 
the vagina. This is of course the result of tissue change, 
and its existence in the girl bodes no good to the parous 
woman. 

The existence of ai^ os laxum vaginae has, as a symptom, 
a most important bearing^ndicating a total want of tissue- 
tone and contractility with the evils thereupon attendant ; 
if, co-existent with it, there is a loss of vaginal muscular 
tone, we might reasonably expect to find prolapse of the 
vaginal walls to a greater or less extent ; — not that the 
OS la^Lum causes the prolapse, but that it permits it. 
Again, with such a combination, we might anticipate a 
uterine distortion or a displacement, either or both — more 
especially, if there should be areolar hyperplasia of that 
organ. 

While I know from personal observation that it is quite 
possible for the uterus to retain its normal position in pres- 
ence of a ruptured perineum, provided the tone of the 
vaginal walls, of tlie intra-pelvic tissues and of the other 
uterine supports, remains healthy ; while I can vouch for 
having seen, in more than one such case, decided tendency 
to an upward movement of a tampon placed within the 
vagina ; I believe it to be more than probable that a dis- 
placement will be consequent upon a relaxation of the 
vaginal walls, whether the same be associated or not with 
a ruptured perineum or with an os laxum vaginae. 

It is possible that we may be consulted before the con- 
dition of displacement has become pronounced, because 
the relaxation of the vagina being first in order, will throw 
upon the other uterine supports such an increased strain 
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that the resulting pain in the back and other constitu- 
tional symptoms, may force the patient to seek relief in 
the earlier stage of the malposition. In any case, I would 
insist that a ruptured perineum is, as a symptom, not more 
grave in its effects upon the uterus and it^ appendages, 
than is an os laxum vaginae. 

Often, after the treatment of cases of this character, 
successful in all other respects, there still remains that 
most obstinate and unyielding back-ache — an opprobrium 
medicorum. For this there is, perhaps, no remedy so 
eflScient as the igni-puncture. The employment of this 
remedy, first seen by me in the clinic of M. Gheroh, has 
been rendered possible through the invention, by M. Pa- 
quelin, of the cautery which bears his name. 

paquelin's cautery. 

It is unnecessary to describe this invention here, but a 
few points in the selection of an instrument, and some im- 
provements introduced by myself, which facilitate the 
working of the apparatus, may be of advantage. 

The French instrument is to be preferred, because the 
benzine reservoir is of glass, which permits the fluid to be 
observed ; while in those of American make, which I have 
seen, it is of hard rubber. 

The first improvement is lining the inside of the benzine 
bottle with fine sponge, in the centre of which is a hollow 
cylinder of fine wire gauze. In the American instrument, 
the benzine reservoir is lined with wool, which is not so 
absorbent as sponge. In charging this sponge-lined bot- 
tle, the fluid is poured in, in just sufficient quantity to sat- 
urate the sponge, without permitting any to run out when 
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tFie vessel is reversed. Should a little too much be poured 
in, it should be gently shaken out. 

The advantage of this arrangement is, that the reservoir 
may be reversed without incurring the risk and danger of 
the fluid being driven into the heated point, and a conse- 
quent conflagration — an accident which has already oc- 
curred. And then, also, the glass bottle being employed, 
the operator will be able, after a'little practice, to estimate 
by its appearance the degree of saturation of the sponge. 

Secondly. Tlie size of the hand-bulb has been doubled, 
with the effect of reducing the labor of working the in- 
strument to a minimum, so that now the operator can 
easily manipulate it himself; whereas, with the old appar- 
atus, an assistant was absolutely necessary, especially in 
long operations, so great was the fatigue. 

Thirdly. A foot bellows has been adopted which gives 
the operator the use of both hands, while he, at the same 
time, can control the cautery. 

Fourthly. A right-angled button-headed point has been 
added to the number already made, which is to be used in 
the same way as Corrigan's firing iron, and will be found 
a vast improvement upon that well-known and most use- 
ful instrument. 

These improvements have been carried out for me by 
MM. Collin et Cie., the original makers of the cautery. 
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EXPLANATION OP PLATE (PAGE 87). 

mgraving being made directly from a photograph of 
pparatus itself, the proportions may be relied upon as 

exact. Figs. 1, 2 and 3, show the relative size of the 
dbs or bellows. 

;. 1 is the size of bellows furnished by the maker ; 
« power is not sufficient fo properly heat instruments 
ge surface, as for example the button-headed points. 
;, 2 shows the size of the hand-bulb which I employ, 
ralue of this slight change can only be estimated by 

who will test the instrument practically. 
;. 3 exhibits the proportionate size and form of the 
)ellows. 

;. a is is the point used for igni-puncture. 
;. h is the button- or mushroom-headed point used for 
)ressure. 
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IGNI-PUNCTURE. 

The igni-puncture is made by heating a sharp, right- 
angled point, and with it administering a number of 
strokes over the parts to be treated. 

The intensity of this treatment may be varied in five 
ways : 

Ist. By the degree of heat. 

2d. By the time the point is in contact with the skin. 

3d. By the force of the blow. 

4th. By the character of the blow, which may be direct 
or oblique. 

5th. By using a sort of picking motion, which converts 
the puncture into a line. 

All of these variations are under the absolute control of 
the operator — to be brought into play or stopped in an 
instant. The blows may easily be given at the rate of one 
hundred a minute, or more, and some may be so light as 
barely to discolor the skin ; while, in others, the point 
may be driven to a depth of a quarter of an inch or more, 
so deep as to produce suppuration. Rarely has the num- 
ber administered at one time exceeded five hundred to 
the spinal column, although I have gone as high as four 
thousand over the back. 

It is my habit to count the number of punctures, and 
this I have found can most conveniently be done by twen- 
ties, beginning each twenty by a serial number instead of 
unity, up to ten, thus : 1, 2, 3, 4, etc., for the first score ; 
2 — 2, 3, 4, etc., for the second ; 3 — 2, 3, 4, etc., for the 
third ; and so on up to ten — 2, 3, 4, etc., which is two 
hundred punctures ; I then recommence. 

The igni-puncture as a derivative application, present-s 
(12) 
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many advantages which must recommend it to the prac- 
titioner : 

1st. Controllability. 

2d. Rapidity of action. 

3d. Efficiency. 

4th. Comparative painlessness. 

5th. Moral effect. 

6th. Cleanliness. 

Altogether, it is the prince of counter-irritants. 

The choice of the point to be used for the igni- puncture 
depends, of course, upon the effect it is desired to produce ; 
the fine, sharp point teing selected when deep impressions 
are required, and the blunter ones, where a more super- 
ficial action will suffice. 

For general use a point of medium sharpness is the best 
and will suffice for the great majority of cases, for the 
reason that its range of penetration can be greatly varied 
by the dexterity of the manipulator. 

When it is desired to make an extended impression 
upon the cutaneous nerves, I would recommend my right- 
angled mushroom or button point, which, by using the 
large bellows introduced by me, may be readily maintained 
at any temperature up to a white heat, which would be 
quite impossible with bellows usually furnished. 

Much that has been said regarding igni-puncture is, of 
course, applicable to this form of counter-irritants, keep- 
ing in view the fact that the action of this is superficial 
and extended over a large surface, while the action of the 
igni-puncture is limited in superficial area, but can be pro- 
duced at a great depth. 
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iONI-PRESSURE. 

As. a parallel expression to " igni-puncture," I venture 
to suggest, for this application of the cautery, the name 
igni'pressure. 

But little is to be said as to the choice of a suitable 
point for igni-pressure ; about 1.5 cms. — # inch in diam- 
eter, will be found a convenient size, but it is important 
that the metal should be much thicker than usual, or else 
its use when softened by heat, will cause the surface to 
change its shape from the slightly convex form which it 
should have, to a concave, which is not so good. 

The management of the fluid used in the reservoir is 
worthy of mention, for the reason that without some little 
experience in this direction the whole instrument might 
come in for blame, while in good truth the inexperience of 
the manipulator would be the real cause of the difficulty. 

The inventor of the instrument has laid down certain 
rules to be observed as to the choice of the hydro-carbon 
to be employed : " That the specific gravity of the fluid 
be tested beforehand, and that when a good specimen is 
found, a quantity of it should be secured." This precau- 
tion I have found to be unnecessary as will be seen here- 
after. The hydro-carbon may be at fault for two reasons : 

Ist. It may be too heavy, as pointed out by M. Paquelin 
himself. For this, he says, there is no remedy but to try 
another specimen ; but I wish to say that, in case of great 
necessity, a fluid somewhat too dense may be utilized by 
warming the reservoir a little. 

2d. The fluid may be too light. This fact seems to have 
escaped the notice of the inventor. For this, the remedy 
is simple enough : Either allow the more volatile hydro - 
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carbon to pass off spontaneously by leaving the fluid ex- 
posed to the air for a short time, or else, having charged 
the reservoir, pass through it a stream of air, by working 
the bellows for a short time. This will have the same 
effect. 

The quality of the fluid may be judged of by the char- 
acter of flame produced when the blow-pipe is used. If 
the flame is large and diffuse^ the fluid is too light. If it 
is small and contracted, the fluid is too dense. This test 
is original with myself. It is easy of application and cer- 
tain in its results. 

The hydro-carbon fluid sold as naphtha, I have found to 
answer every purpose. 

Everything which I have said in this paper would, per- 
haps, be to the specialist an old story, and is of interest 
here only on account of its local application. Although, 
when I knew from personal observation that what I had 
to say was applicable to other places, I may have allowed 
my remarks to take a somewhat wider range. 

CONCLUSION. 

My effort in this paper has been to direct the attention 
of the profession especially to this subject, to the end that 
the errors constantly being committed in the physical 
training and development of young girls — either through 
ignorance, carelessness or design — may be brought fre- 
quently and forcibly to the attention of parents and others 
having charge of young persons, that a remedy may be 
found, and that some practical amelioration of these con- 
ditions may speedily result. 

When it is considered that nearly all uterine distortions 
result from two causes : 
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First, a weakness of the uterus and its supports, and, 
Secondly, a force, weak or strong, continued or inter- 
mittent, tending to pull or push the uterus out of its nor- 
mal position, — it seems that if we would diminish the 
number of sufferers from these diseases, we should first 
strike at the root of the evil, and endeavor to eliminate 
the causes which bring about certain conditions, which, 
again, have these diseases as their natural results. 

Thie should be some of the work of a true civilization. 
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THREE CASES OF COMPOUND COMMINUTED 

FRACTURE OF THE LEG— RECOVERY 

WITHOUT SUPPURATION. 

Bt THOS. R. WRIGHT, M.D.. Auodsta, 
Demonstrator of Anatomy^ Medical Department Univer$ity of Georgia. 



Prof. Billroth says, " ThB most successful operation never 
gave me such pleasure as the successful union of a severe 
complicated fracture." And this, I believe, but expresses 
the Sentiment of every surgeon who has had many of this 
class of fractures to ^eal with. If we turn to the subject 
of complicated fractures in any surgical treatise, we find 
them . classed among the most difficult and dangerous 
iiyuries to treat, — difficult, because they require on the 
part of the surgeon good judgment, and no little skill in 
their management, — and dangerous, because very often a 
limb and sometimes the life of a patient is in danger of 
being lost ; — if neither of these, they entail great suffering 
with exhaustive suppuration, and possibly necrosis or 
caries, with only a partially useful limb as a result. Such 
being the case, it is with pleasure I place on record the 
following cases, whose treatment and favorable results are 
given for what they may be worth. 

Case I.— On the 21st of August, 1879, I was called to 
see Robt. J., a negro man, about fifty years of age, who 
had received a severe injury of the right leg. Upon 
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reaching him I found that he had been hurt by the falling 
of a heavy timber, twelve inches square, and forty feet 
long, — this timber catching his leg between it and another 
piece which was lying on the ground, thus making a kind 
of scissors joint, which had crushed the limb terribly. 
Examination of the leg showed a compound comminuted 
fracture of both bones at the junction of the lower and 
middle thirds, the bones being very much comminuted for 
a space of four inches, with a wound through the soft parts 
the size of a silver quarter, two inches above the external 
malleolus, from which the blood was flowing very freely, 
from the wounding of the peroneal artery. The foot, as 
the man lay on the floor, would lie flat, at right-angles to 
the limb on either side, showing that the parts had been 
terribly twisted. In fact, the man afterward told mef that 
as he fell his body twisted around on the crushed limb. 
At first sight of the case, I asked myself the question, 
shall I amputate or try and save the leg? I had seen 
amputations for less serious fractures, and I had also seen 
very serious compound comminuted fractures recover with 
very little trouble and no suppuration^ upon just the treat- 
ment I would put this man upon if the attempt was made 
to save the limb. However, I sent for Prof. DeS. Ford in 
consultation, and after a careful examination of the iiyury 
he advised me to save the leg if possible. Accordingly, 
under ether, the limb was straightened out, extension and 
counter-extension made, and the fragments moulded as 
nearly as possible into position. A piece of adhesive 
plaster with a compress was placed over the wound, to 
control the bleeding if possible. The limb was then placed 
in a fracture box and packed around with cotton, exten- 
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sion being made from the foot-piece ; this constituted the 
entire dressing. Ten grains of sulph. quinine was then 
given, with i grain sulph. morphia ; 5 grains of quinine was 
ordered to be given at 6 p.m. At 6 p.m. I saw him again. 
The temperature was not taken; pulse 100. The bleeding 
had continued so that the compress was saturated, the 
blood trickling from beneath it. This was removed and a 
new compress dipped in cold tar-water applied. One- 
fourth grain sulph. of morphia was given, and 5 grains of 
quinine ordered given every four hours during the follow- 
ing day, commencing at 6 a.m. 

August 22d, 9 a.m. Temperature 100 2 5, pulse 104 ; 
had slept very little during the night; blood still trickling 
from the wound, (/ompress again changed. 

Six p.m. Temperature 102, pulse 118 ; at this visit it was 
found necessary, from the continued bleeding which had 
soiled the dressings, to change the box, which w?«5 done, 
the leg being placed in a clean box and packe<l with saw- 
dust ; quinine to be cgn tinned as before. 

August 23d, a.m. Temperature 101, pulse 110; had 
slept but little, and complains of severe pain in the ankle. 
Bleeding about as beforec The hemorrhage now began to 
be a serious matter, and I feared the artery might have to 
be ligated; before doing this, I determined to adopt a 
suggestion of Dr. Ford's, and apply pressure along the 
course of the artery (peroneal) with a piece of rubber tub 
ing laid over it, and firmly bound there by a many-tailed 
bandage. This was done and the bleeding ceased, giving 
no further trouble. 

Six p.m. Temperature 102, pulse 112; no suppuration ; 
quinine, 20 grains a day as before. 

(18) 
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August 24th, a.m. Temperature 99 4-5, pulse 108 ; 
patient expresses himself as feeling very comfortable. No 
odor or pus. 

Six p.m. Temperature 101, pulse 108; quinine con- 
tinued. 

August 25th, a.m. Temperature 99 4-5, piilse 100; no 
suppuration ; patient doing well; 20 grains quinine, as 
before. 

August 2(>th, a.m. Temperature normal, pulse 92. 

August 27th, a.m. Temperature 100 4-5, pulse 88 ; no 
suppuration. At this visit, the leg was placed in a plaster 
bandage, with paste-board side-splints, a fenestrum being 
left over the wound. As yet, no smell or suppuration. 

Six p.m. Temperature 100 4-5, pulse 76, says, " he 
feels well "; 20 grains quinine continued. 

August 28th, a.m. Temperature 99 4-5, pulse 80; wound 
healing nicely, and with no suppuration. From this date, 
the record of temperature and pulse, ranging about nor- 
mal, was not kept, and the quinine was reduced to 5 
grains three tiraes a day, and continued at that for a week, 
when it was again lessened to 10 grains a day, and con- 
tinued for a week, and then left off. The patient con- 
tinued to do well, and at the end of three weeks was 
allowed to sit up, the plaster bandage forming a perfect 
support for the limb, the wound having healed with- 
out any suppuration. On the 1st of October, six weeks 
after the injury, the plaster bandage was removed, and 
union found to have taken place ; a starch bandage sup- 
plemented with paste-board side-splints was then applied, 
and the patient allowed to go about on crutches. Twelve 
weeks after the injury this bandage was taken off, the 
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bones being firmly united. The limb was not appreciably 
shortened — or, as he said, " his right leg used to be a little 
longer than his left, but now they were just right." The 
ankle was a little stiff at first, but soon recovered its mo- 
bility, the man using his leg as though it had never been 
broken. 

Case II. — This case occurred in the practice of Dr. DeS. 
Ford, who kindly asked me to assist him in dressing, and 
who allowed me to keep the record. It will be referred 
to by the Doctor at another time. On the 2d of June, 1880, 
the Doctor was called to see G. W. (white), aged 45, a butch- 
er and a hard drinker, who had received a compound 
comminuted fracture of the middle of the upper third of 
the left leg, by the kick of his horse — the shoe of the 
horse cutting through the soft parts, and comminuting the 
upper portion of the tibia ; the fibula was . not broken. 
The hemorrhage from the wound was considerable, but 
readily controlled by a compress and adhesive plaster. 
The leg was then placed in a fracture box and packed 
with wheat bran, extension being, made from the foot- 
piece. We saw the case about four oVlock in the after- 
noon, he being under the influence of liquor at the time. 
At eight in the evening, when seen again, he was resting 
quietly ; temperature 99, pulse 88 ; 10 grains sulph. 
quinine was then given, and 5 grains ordered given at six 
and eight o'clock in the moniing, and at the same hours in 
the evening. 

June 3d, a.m. Had suffered no pain, and rested quietly 
during the night ; temperature normiiK pulse 84 ; quinine 
to be continued. 
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June 4th. Continues to do well ; no pain, smell, or pus ; 
temperature normal, pulse 84. 

June 5th. Complains some of his knee, which was a 
little hot and swollen ; no suppuration ; temperature 99 1-5, 
pulse 84 ; 20 grains quinine a day as before. 

Six p.m. Temperature normal, pulse 85 ; knee feeling 
l>etter. » 

June 6th, a.m. Temperature 99 1-5, pulse 84. 

Six p.m. Temperature 99, pulse 84 ; no sappuration ; 
quinine as before. 

June 7th. Temperature normal, pulse 82. 

June 8th. Normal temperature, pulse 84 ; wound in soft 
parts healed, and with no sup]>aration. From this date 
the record of temperature and pulse was not kept ; the 
quinine lessened to 15 grains a day for a week and then 
discontinued, the patient getting along with no trouble 
whatever. On the 21st of June, three weeks after the injury, 
the leg was put up in a starch bandage with paste-board 
side splints, the patient then being allowed to go about on 
crutches. He wore this dressing for a month, when it was 
removed by the Do<!tor, and firm union found to have 
taken place. 

Cask III.— W. T., negro, aged 35. On the 11th of Nov., 
1880, I was called to see this man, who had been injured 
by the falling of a heavy piece of machinery. On reaching 
him seven hours after the accident, I found a compound 
comminuted fracture of the right leg, at the junction of 
the middle and upper thirds. The limb was considerably 
swollen, and was bleeding freely from a wound of the soft 
parts, just over the fracture, on the inner side of the leg. 
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The wound was closed with adhesive plaster, and the limb 
placed in a fracture box and packed with saw-dust. Tem- 
perature at time of dressing (4^ p.m.), 101 1-6, pulse 80; 
5 grains quinine given at once and 5 grains at 8 p.m. 

Nov. 12th, a.m. Temperature 99 1-5, pulse 68; some 
little blood oozing from the woimd; limb still much swol- 
len, with blebs forming around the seat of fracture. Five 
grains quinine was ordered given at 6 and 8 a.m., but was 
not given until 9 a.m., after which 10 grains was given at 
12 m., and 5 grains at 8 p.m. 

Four p.m. Temperature 101 4-6, pulse 104 ; still some 
bleeding ; condition of the limb otherwise unchanged. 
Five grains quinine was ordered to be J3;iven at f> and 8 
o'clock morning and evening, and to be continued until 
further orders. 

Nov. 13th, a.m. Temperature 99 1-5, pulse 98 ; removed 
the soiled saw-dust and put in fresh; the bleeding had 
ceased, but blebs were still forming. 

Six p.m. Temperature 101 4-5, pulse 104. 

Nov. 14th, a.m. Temperature 99 4-5, pulse 100; he 
complains of pain under the fracture; and removing the 
saw-dust, it was found that a very large bleb had formed 
under the calf of his leg and broken, leaving a large ulcer- 
ated surface. I then placed the limb in side-splints, ex- 
tending above the knee, leaving openings in the bandage 
over the original wound and the superficial ulcer. The 
whole dressing was tjhen starched so as to keep it firm and 
stiff. The ulcerated surface was as large as the palm of 
the hand, and was probably caused as much by the crush- 
ing of the limb against the ground as by the breaking of 
the bleb. The ulcer was then dressed with carbolic acid 
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and glycerine, 10 grains to the ounce, and the patient 
turned on his side ; no suppuration from the wound. 

Six p.m. Temperature 100, pulse 88 ; patient had turned 
on his back again, as he said the muscles of his thigh 
cramped when lying on his side. 

Nov. 15th, a.m. Temperature normal, pulse 88; ulcer 
dressed with carbolic acid and glycerine. As the patient 
could not lie on his side, and the pressure on the ulcer 
seemed to make it worse, I suspended the limb in a sling 
having an opening so that nothing could press upon the 
ulcerated surface. 

Nov. 16th, a.m. Temperature 99 2-5, pulse 88 ; No sup- 
puration, save a little from the ulcer, which was dressed 
as before. 

Nov. 17th. a.m. Temperature 100, pulse 100; same 
treatment continued. 

Nov. 18th. Temperature 99 2-5, pulse 98; treatment 
as before. 

Nov. 19th. Temperature normal, pulse 88 ; no suppura- 
tion from the wound ; ulcer dressed as before. From this 
date the record of temperature and pulse was not kept ; 
the quinine being dropped to 15 grains a day, and con- 
tinued for ten days and then left off. The leg was kept in 
the sling for ten days, at the end of which time both the 
wound and ulcer had healed ; there being no suppuration 
from the wound over the fracture, and but very little fix)m 
the ulcer. 

On the 25th of Nov. the leg wa.s taken from the sling 
and a roller bandage run up over the old dressing, the 
whole bandage being starched again. Five weeks after 
the accident, this dressing becoming loose it was taken 
off, and a new starch bandage with side-splints applied ; 
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this was worn for a month longer, and then removed, the 
patient havinjj; made a good recovery without suppuration. 

In summing up these cases, there . are a few points 
worthy of a second notice : 

1st. There was perfect recovery in each case vrithaut 
sujypuration^ and that without the use of any antiseptic 
measure, unless we may be allowetl to class the sulphate 
of quinine among the antiseptics. At all events we will 
place it among the anti -pyogenics. How the drug actf?in 
the prevention of suppuration, I will not attempt to say ; 
but that it does I most firmly believe, not from my ex- 
perience with these cases, but from observing the lack of 
suppuration, after a good many worse in^juries and after 
surgical operations. 

2nd. In two of the cases the fractured limb had to be 
moved several times before the permanent dressing was 
applied^ and in these two the wounds over the fracture 
were not closed save for a short time, thus leaving them 
open. I do not believe, however, that it makes very much 
difference whether these wounds are closed or not ; in fact 
Billroth says, '' For a short time back he has been leaving 
them open, and has been surprised at the results obtained." 
In the cases given there was every reason to expect sup- 
puration, for there was not only openings in the soft parts, 
but comminution of the bones with crushing, and in the 
first case, twisting of the tissues along with the fracture. 
Still, no suppuration occurred, and its absence I can trace 
to nothing save the free use of quinine. 

It may be worthy of note that in these cases, while tak- 
ing the amount of quinine mentioned, there was no cin- 
chonism ; the patients never complaining of tinnitus or 
other unpleasant symptoms. 
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CASE OF CUT THROAT— ATTEMPTED SUICIDE. 



Bt THOMAS H. KENAN, M.D., Millbdobtille, 
Firtt Physician to the Georgia Lunatic Asylum. 



I was called to s^e Mr. E. T. B., eet. 70 — a case of sui- 
cidal mania — who had seized a razor from the bureau 
drawer as he arose from the chair in the shaving-room, 
on Sept. 22d, 1880. His attencjant was at his side and 
caught him as he made the cut, the first incision only 
cutting the skin over the anterior portion of the left stemo- 
cleido^mastoid muscle, about opposite the angle of the jaw- 
bone. In the scuffle he succeeded in passing the razor in 
on the left side (almost in the first incision), severing the 
anterior fibres of the stemo-cleido-mastoid muscle and 
external carotid artery — passing just under the comu of 
the hyoid bone, cutting from one tonsil across to the other 
— severing everything — and coming out on the right side 
near the stemo-cleido-mastoid muscle. He was sitting up, 
head inclined forward, and supported to prevent strangula- 
tion, as the blood flowed freely. 

I felt that he would die, in spite of all efibrts to save 
him. Passing my hand in to brush away the clots, I 
found the fingers could pass up into the mouth. I brushed 
a heavy coating of MonsePs solution over the cut surface 
rapidly; and, again, hurridly cleared away the newly- 
formed clots, to re-apply the solution. The ice having 
been brought, I applied a piece about the size and shape 

of an axe-blade within the cut, and pressed the head 
(U) 
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firmly down upon it (as the chin was held steady, thereby 
getting the effects of cold and pressure to the bleeding 
vessels), while Dr. Whi taker arranged to give brandy 
hypodermically. The radial pulse was suspended, and 
the surface cold. So soon as the bleeding ceased, he was 
covered up well, about two ounces of brandy in all being 
given hypodermically ; and in a short time he rallied suffi- 
ciently to encourage us in the hope of getting him through 
the dangers of the immediate loss of blood. 

To make a long story short, he had no more loss of blood. 
Ice and ice-cold watered p loths were kept constantly ap- 
plied. The following day reaction was established, the 
wound well glazed, and he was fed by an improvised 
stomach pump. I used one of the best soft catheters, 
No. 12, on the end of a Davidson's syringe (using the 
child's nozzle), passing it over the cut (across the tongue), 
and pumped milk, beef-tea and coffee three times a day 
into the oesophagus, — asking him not to breathe while pres- 
sure was made upon the syringe, for obvious reasons. The 
parts remained in position very well so long as the chin 
was kept down, but when he coughed the sputa ran through 
the wound and the thyroid cartilage would play up and 
down in the effort of deglutition. The hyoid bone was 
uninjured; as before stated, the cut was between the 
hyoid bone and thyroid cartilage, separating them entirely. 
If you will remember that the head was thrown back and 
the neck upon the stretch, the razor going in point fore- 
most, you can readily understand the nature of the injury. 

What was to be done with so formidable a wound, was 
perplexing. The indications were plain, to be sure, but 
the delusions of the patient, the contending forces of the 
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muscles and the impossibility of keeping the head and 
chin drawn down, made it a case of great anxiety to us. 
Dr. W. H. Hall (of the Board of Trustees) met us in con- 
sultation. A few stitches were taken, the chin kept down 
the best we could, and the ice-water dressing continued. 
Adhesive plaster and collodion were used also. Wire 
sutures were used several times during the following two 
months as required, and the plaster and collodion had 
to be applied repeatedly, as the growing of the beard 
loosened it every few days. Nourishment was given daily, 
and brandy occasionally. Now and then the bowels had 
to be moved by enema. The tongue could not be pro- 
truded for some time,- and he could not swallow until 
about the middle of December; for, until this, everything 
would pass from the mouth into the cut and out of the 
throat ; and even after he got so that he could swallow 
with care, he would at times get a crumb of bread or a 
drop of water, etc. in the cut, and cough a good deal. 

The outer side healed slowly, and about February 15th, 
1881, the union was complete, leaving an ugly cicatrix ; 
but in a few weeks it became absorbed, and now it re- 
quires rather careful observation to see the cicatrix. 

His mind was quite clear for a few days while he was 
in bed, but his delusions returned, and I suspect that he 
would commit suicide now, if he had an opportunity. 

The main point in this case is the non-use of ligatures. 
The only unpleasant symptom during the time was a 
tendency to erysipelatotis inflammation on the fourth day, 
but it soon abated. 

At the date of writing, June 20th, 1881, he is up and 
about as usual, and has no trouble in eating anything. 
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USES OF THE FLUID EXTRACT OF ERGOT. 



Bt J. G. HOPKINS, M.D., Tbomasvills. 



Having seen that Planat, of Nice, in 1 878, had used ergotine 
diluted with rose water and glycerine, in cases of copjunc- 
tivitis, keratitis and iritis with muQh success, and knowing 
that my father. Dr. T. S. Hopkins, of this place, had met 
with most happy results in the use of Squibb's fluid ex- 
tract of ergot in cases of throat affections, I was induced 
to try its eflScacy, if indeed it possessed any, in the treat- 
ment of gonorrhoea, and, too, in other affections of which 
I will speak later. While this specific urethritis has not 
prevailed in our community to such an extent as to justify 
the use of the term epidemic^ I have had ample field for 
sufScient experiment to convince me that we possess in 
the fluid extract of ergot, a perfectly safe and painless 
.remedy for this often troublesome affection. I do not 
pretend to have discovered a specific, but the results of 
my treatment bear me out in the assertion that this medi- 
ciii^ is entitled to position in the foremost rank of those 
adaptable to the cure of gonorrhoea, and, indeed, of all 
local inflammatory affections of the mucous membrane, 
find it where you will. 

No notes of any of my cases have been kept, as I knew 
not that the result would be worthy of record ; but the 
history of many can be given with sufficient accuracy to 
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show the value of the drug in many directions not familiar, 
even perhaps known, to the profession. Not wishing 
be tedious, I will simply give the result in a few typical 

Lses. 

Case I. — R. M., aged 20, came to me on the morning of 
ily, the 19th 1880, laboring under a plain case of gonor- 
loea, of several days' standing. With a common glass 
ringe I injected the urethra with some two or three 
achms of Squibb's fluid extract of ergot, undiluted, 
eld the penis with my own hand, perhaps twenty min- 
es, to prevent its escape. He complained of no pain, 
id was directed to return in the afternoon. Was very 
■ompt, and on his arrival reported better, though there 
as a feeling as though the organ was very much larger 
an its normal size. This imaginary enlargement caused 
) inconvenience, and the treatment was repeated. Re- 
rned on the foUojring morning, and the improvement 
as quite marked. During tliis day the treatment was 
)plied three times. On the next day (the 21st), the same 
)tained, and on the 22d he was discharged, cured, there 
5ing no further trouble. This feeling of abnormal dimen- 
ons has never been complained of in any other case, 
hether a greater length of time was taken to effect a cure 
■ otherwise. 

Case II. — A benedict, claimed to be suffering from ^' run- 
ng of the range," from imprudence and hard work. As 

his hard work I know notliing, but he evidently had 
3en imprudent, for his case was none other than an old 
)norrhoea, which had reached that stage known as gleet, 
[le same treatment as in Case I. was applied, and with 
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like result, save that a day or so raore was required to 
complete the cure. 

Case III. — A woman, was suffering very greatly with a 
specific vaginitis and urethro-cystitis. The same treat- 
ment was adopted except that the fluid was applied to 
the vagina, and used in the urethra in such quantity and 
with such force as to carry it plenteously into the bladder, 
it having previously been emptied. Gave also an opiate 
to insure temporary relief, and applied poultices to the 
abdomen. On the following day there was improvement ; 
and the treatment, so far as applied to the ergot, being 
kept up through the third or fourth day, the patient was 
discharged ; there being no discharge, no scalding on mic- 
turition, nor any other symptom which would lead us to 
believe that theje had not been a cure. 

Case IV. — G. H., aged about 25, had tonsilitis. The 
organs nearly met across the pharynx. * The fluid extract 
was applied by means of a probang. He returned on the 
following morning much improved. A second application 
was made, and he was requested to report on the third 
morning. This he did not do, and when interrogated as to 
his non-appearance replied, " I was well, and thought it no 
use." In such affections, simple pharyngitis, tonsilitis, etc.. 
I have found the remedy most valuable ; and its effects are^ 
often very marked even in that simple throat affection which 
proves so annoying to that unfortunate class of cases whose 
only permanent relief is found beyond this terrestial sphere. 

Case V. — J. C, aged 20 years, was under my treatment 
for secondary syphilis. There were repeatedly formed 
small ulcers on the lips, tongue, and other parts of the 
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mouth, which I often found troublesome to rid him of. On 
one occasion he appeared with a narrow^ long ulcer, not less 
than an inch in length and not more than a quarter-inch 
wide, occupying the end of the tongue. I tried the same 
preparation, applying it several times through the day, and 
writhin twenty-four hours I could see an improvement. 

With this case and with others since, as well as was the 
:!ase with simple ulcers occurring on the buccal mucous 
membrane, the cure was speedy and perfect. Usually a 
few applications (one or two each day) gives permanent 
relief, and in far less time than nitrate of silver or any 
)ther remedy it has ever been my privilege to use. 
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REPORT OF TWO CASES OF SURGERY. 

WOUND PENETRATING CAVITY OF ABDOMEN 

WITH VISCERAL PROTRUSION, AND 

WOUND OF DUODENUM. 



By W. H. PHILPOT. M.D., Talbotton. 



On the 12th day of May last, I was called in haste to see 
Balaam, and Mary, his sister, living on the plantation of 
Col. J. B. Gorman. Balaam was a stout boy, about nine- 
teen years of age, and his sister, a fleshy girl, about two 
years older. 

A general fight had occurred ; and during its progress a 
large pocket-knife had been used, and had entered the 
peritoneal cavity of both the brother and sister. 

Case I. — On my anival some three or four hours after 
the cutting, I found Balaam (who had been placed in bed) 
in almost a comatose condition, with a wound some six 
inches in length, extending from the left hypochondrium 
across the epigastrium, and an enormous mass of intestines 
protruding from the cavity, or as the messenger termed it, " a 
basketful." The bowels were covered with feculent matter, 
and undigested food — bread, cabbage and cow-peas, whole 
and masticated. It was truly a very pitiable sight, the poor 
boy lying bathed in a cold, clammy perspiration, almost 
pulseless, while the abdominal viscera were protruding 

(16) 
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through the large wound, and covered with blood, trash, 
dirt and the food they contained. I soon found a wound, 
some two inches or more in length in the duodenum, very 
near the right aperture of the stomach, from which had 
escaped, and were then escaping, its contents ; and, judg- 
ing from what had extravasated through the opening, it 
must have contained great quantities. 

I administered a stimulant with a grain of morphia, and* 
cleansing the seat of the wound in the intestine, prepared 
a needle with ligature, and with a continuous suture closed 
the wound, and proceeded to cleanse the viscera and replace 
them. From the quantity of undigested food and feculent 
matter that had escaped, and from the wound in the ab- 
dominal walls grasping the viscera so firmly, I felt satis- 
fied that no extravasation into the cavity had occurred. 
Therefore, after cleansing well the viscera with warm 
water, I returned them carefully and with little difficulty 
into the cavity, closing the external wound ; yet, leaving 
an opening at the point over the location proper for the 
wounded bowel. He was still weaker when my woyk was 
done ; and I left him scarcely believing he would be alive 
in the morning. Prescribed stimulants, in the form of 
whiskey and aromatic spirits of ammonia — and quiet, with 
morphia every five or six hours. 

Case II. — Visiting his sister, I found her with a wound 
in the abdomen, some three inches in length, just across the 
umbilicus, with a large mass of intestines escaping through 
the opening, yet no wound in any of them. She was four 
months advanced in pregnancy ; and I feared much trou- 
ble on account of the pains complained of in the uterine 
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region. It was necessary for me to enlarge the wound in 
the abdominal walls before I could return the viscera, after 
which I closed the wound. Left morphia and camphor, 
and returned home, pretty well tired out with my night's 
ride and tedious work. 

Mary got along finely, and soon was well enough to 
walk five miles to attend the commitment trial; while 
, Balaam worried through a tedious illness of four or five 
months, reduced in flesh and strength by the continuous 
discharge of pus, through the opening in the epigastrium, 
about half an inch in length — the remaining portion of 
the external wound having united very handsomely. 

The discharge gradually grew less, and under a good 
supporting treatment he was, after so long a time, fit for 
work ; and has, at this writing, recovered his former good 
health and flesh. 
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GCNSHOT WOUND OF THE ABDOMEN— FECAL 
FISTULA— SPONTANEOUS CLOSURE- 
RECOVERY. 



WITH FURTHER REMARKS ON THE ACTION OF QUININB.* 



Bt a. SIBLEY CAMPBELL, M.D., Augusta, 
Member of the Section on Surgery for the Eighth Congretsional District. 



This case presents an instance of recovery after an 
apparently fatal gunshot wound of the abdomen. Such 
fortunate results— though occurring in exceptional cases 
only — serve, nevertheless, in some degree, to qualify the 
prognosis under similar circumstances — even when the 
injury may seem most certainly mortal, — and cast a gleam 
of hope amid the most gloomy forebodings. 

I saw the patient only once, in consultation, visiting him 
by railroad at a distance from the city, shortly after the 
receipt of the injury; but, hearing of his condition from 
time to time as he continued to survive, I became very 
much interested in the case for its scientific value, and am 
enabled to report it here — with more minute details in 
regard to its progress after my visit than I would ot4ier- 
wise possess — through the courtesy of the attending physi- 
cians, who have kindly furnished me with the subsequent 
history. 

* Continaed from last year's Transactions. 
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Case. — Called to the patient on the night of January 
27th, 1879, near McBean, Qa., on examining the abdomen, 
I found a wound, as if made by a large pistol ball, situated 
in the upper zone of the hypogastric region, about three- 
quarters of an inch to the right of the median line. There 
was no wound of exit. This wound, caused by the en- 
trance of the ball, had the appearance of having been 
received directly from the front, the contour of the ex- 
ternal orifice conveying the idea that the missile had 
ranged from before backwards ; though subsequent de- 
velopments indicated that its course had been backwards 
and downwards to the right. 

I did not probe the wound. In such cases, I think it 
plainly the duty of the surgeon to accept the alternative 
of remaining somewhat in the dark as to the depth and 
direction of the wound when first received, rather than in 
seeking to obtain more exact information on these points, 
thereby run the risk of disturbing any clots that may have 
formed, or of adding to the dangers of the impending peri- 
tonitis, by interfering with the lacerated tissues within the 
abdominal cavity. The same is true in regard to penetrating 
wounds of the thoracic and cranial cavities. " In my ex- 
perience,'^ aptly remarks Dr. Fothergill, of London (in 
speaking, however, on another subject), " diagnostic inquis- 
itiveness has often stood in an inverse ratio to a rational 
plan of treatment."* 

We should — ^in the primary examination of such in- 
juries — endeavor to form as clear an opinion as possible in 
regard to the nature and extent of the wound, by a careful 

* The Praotitioner^B Hand-Book of Treatment, or the Principles of Thera- 
peutics. By J. Milner Fotherg^, M.D. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Gundhot Wound of the Abdomen — Campbell. 119 

consideration of the local and constitutional symptoms^ 
external appearances, and all the circumstances connected 
with the infliction of the injury, that may have a bearing 
on its character ; and apply the general principles of treat- 
ment indicated in such cases — apprehending the worst, but 
hoping for the best. For, the general course of constitu- 
tional treatment need not be materially altered by the 
results of a minute and disturbing physical examination ; 
though, it is true, any local complications existing in in- 
dividual cases would of course modify these remarks in 
some degree ; and I have not had reference to more dis- 
tant subsequent examinations, if the patient survive, — 
the time for the primary dangers having passed, and the 
wound having assumed a chronic character. 

The patient was white ; nineteen years of age ; muscular 
and robust. I found the pulse 116 to 120 ; temperature 
101.5 ; but his general condition during my visit un- 
usually good, considering the nature of the injury. The 
wound was not bleeding — at least, there was no external 
evidence, when I saw him ; and he had lost, so far as 
appearances on his clothing and the bed-clothes indicated, 
only about an ounce of blood, and I did not see or hear of 
any indication of additional hemorrhage. The 'orifice of 
the wound was occupied by a small plug of fatty tissue, 
slightly protruding, which filled the opening, and looked 
as if it might be either a portion of the wounded omen- 
tum, pushed forward by the intra-abdominal pressure, or 
perhaps merely a piece of the subcutaneous fat. The 
patient had vomited once or more, before my arrival. 

I saw the case at about 10^^ p.m., and remained with him 
until 3 a.m. next morning, when I had to take the train 
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^or Augusta. He had been wounded, as I was infoimed, 
between eight and nine o'clock in the morning, hence 
about fourteen hours before my arrival, and had been 
previously seen by Dr. J. B. Baxley and Dr. A. Preskitt, 
the physicians of the neighborhood. They had prescribed 
morphine in powders of about one-quarter grain each, of 
which he had taken, as stated by the nurse, about half a 
dozen since the wound was received. He took another 
dose after my arrival, about twelve o'clock, as he said the 
wound was paining him somewhat ; though, during my 
entire visit he complained very little, and was free from 
pain to a remarkable degree. 

TREATMENT — QUININE AND OPIUM. 

In consultation with Dr. Preskitt, who soon arrived in 
response to my message. Dr. Baxley at the time being 
some distance away, the apparently simple, but all-im- 
portant treatment by quinine and opium was determined 
upon, to prevent or modify peritonitis, if possible, and at 
the same time, besides its general action, to check by the 
latter the peristaltic action of the wounded intestines — if 
such should be their condition — which ^bsequent devel- 
opments demonstrated to be the fact. 

These agents (as now acknowledged by various surgeons, 
though many intelligent practitioners, especially outside of 
the Southern States, seem still to be sadly ignorant of this 
most valuable property of ^?/2n?W) are the two great reme- 
dies in such conditions ; the quinine not only tending to 
diminish the violence of the constitutional febrile reaction, 
limiting its duration and modifying the ravages which it 
may inflict after the febrile state has been established ; but 
locally, also, exerting the beneficial influence of preventing 
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or limiting congestion and inflammation in the parts impli- 
cated by the wound. 

Quinine also tends to prevent internal hemorrhage, 
especially of the smaller vessels — and at least modifying 
that of the larger, — if there has been any lesion of the 
vascular system. It exerts this influence by virtue of its 
action on the middle or muscular coat of the bloodvessels, 
contracting or restoring the normal tone of the tissues 
composing their calibre, and thus, also, equalizing the cir- 
culation. 

These views, in regard to the action of quinine, are 
deduced from those, of Dr. Robert Campbell, who in 
1858-9 gave the most satisfactory explanation, it seem*?, 
of the general therapeutic action of quinine that has yet 
been proposed, to account for its beneficial application in 
the manifold diseases for which it has been successfully 
employed. The views referred to, comprehend a gener- 
alization of the action of quinine in its application to 
the various conditions throughout the system ; I have c^ted 
here only the fundamental principle of the theory in its 
application to the special condition under consideration.* 
In my paper on " Ophthalmic Operations — The Ophthal- 
mic Use of Quinine, and its Therapeutic Action," in the 
last volume of Transactions, I have treated the subject 
at greater length. 

In my former paper, while considering the surgical uses 

* See remarkB on the action of quinine, in Clinical Lectures on Dysentery, 
by Robert Campbell, A.M., M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy in the Medical 
College of Georgia — Leotore II., The Treatment of Dysentery, Southern 
Medical and Surgical Journal, Vol. XIV., No. 2, Feb. 1868, p. 76 ; Lecture 
III., The Appropriate Treatment of Dysentery, Ibid, No. 8, March, 1868, p. 
107 ; also, Propositions on the Action of Quinine, IMd, Vol. XV., No. 8, Aug. 
1869, p. 669. 
(16) 
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of quinine, with especial reference to its employment in 
the after-treatment of ophthalmic operations, I took oc- 
casion to glance briefly at its general action also : — in all 
conditions dependent upon congestion, or hyperemia, per- 
ipheral or centric, whether arising from traumatic or other 
causey ; calling attention to its influence in controlling or 
preventing the vkrious forms and stadia of the inflam- 
matory process ; endeavoring to show that in the multi- 
form affections (which yet may be traced to cognate states 
and causes) the prime potency of the agent is inherent in 
that quality by virtue of which it becomes " hostile to 
congestion, inflammation, suppuration, and the long train 
of special symptoms and conditions which they [these 
stadia of the histo-dialytic process] either include or may 
develop " — Transactions^ 1880, p. 125. This, more than 
any other single theory, I believe, forms a standpoint from 
which may be viewed, with clearer ken, the at first di- 
vergent, but now blending streams of influence, that pro- 
ceed from this great re-vitalizing principle. 

In considering the therapeutic action of remedies, it is a 
well-known fact that sometimes the most prominent and im- 
portant property of an agent is observed to be allied with 
one or more additional qualities, distinct though co-ex- 
istent, and if not co-ordinate, at least co-operative, in 
certain applications. This is no doubt true in regard to 
quinine. Ringer places it, for instance, in the front rank 
of antiseptics. In his chapter on " Cinchona and its Alka- 
loids," he remarks : " Even weak solutions are highly 
poisonous to protozoa and infusoria (Binz), more so even 
than salts of strychnia or morphia. Small quantities of 
quinia salts destroy septic germs and arrest putrefaction 
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more thor6ughly than most antiseptics, including even 
arsenic and creasote. With the exception of strychnia, 
quinia, moreover, hinders alcoholic and butyric fermenta- 
tions more thai! other bitters. Cinchona possesses the 
same properties, but in a weaker degree than quinia." 

In giving due weight to this powerful antiseptic prop- 
erty of the agent assigned by Ringer and other writers, 
it is probable that in many of the applications of quinine 
— such as its surgical uses above mentioned, as well as in 
malarial and zymotic diseases (intermittent and remittent, 
typhoid and other continued fevers, etc.) — its wonderful 
prophylactic and remedial power — of such universal sway 
— may often be ascribed to its constringent, anti-congestive 
or " syntonic " property, plus its antiseptic influence. 

It would be unnecessary to dwell here upon the uses of 
opium in abdominal wounds, or in peritonitis generally — 
for its sedative, anodyne and an ti- peristaltic action. 

The quinine was advised in five grain doses every four 
hours until six doses were taken, then every six hours 
night and day — and would have been directed at first at 
shorter intervals if we had not apprehended that it might 
not be well tolerated by the stomach, on account of the 
nausea consequent upon the shock of the injury. The 
morphine was directed to be given in one-fourth grain 
powders every four or six hours pro re nata, but, generally, 
three or four times a day. This, together with a light, 
cold-water dressing to the abdominal wound ; simple food, 
such as milk-diet — and little stimulants, unless depression 
or collapse was threatened, — comprehended the general 
plan of treatment. 
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PROGRESS OF THE CASE. 

As the case has not been reported before, and believing 
that it should be put on record, I wrote to each of the 
physicians who conducted the subsequent treatment, pro- 
pounding the necessary questions on the most important 
points, which have elicited the following interesting replies : 

From Dr. A. Preskitt's letter of April 24th, 1880, 1 ex- 
tract the following account : — 

" The case, after you saw it, first took on the condition 
generally of peritonitis — distended abdomen, tender and 
tympanitic, with the usual pulse of peritonitis. The treat- 
ment was that advised by yourself when you saw him — 
opiates, quinine and a general supporting treatment, under 
which the bowels remained constipated until the tenth day, 
when he had a very large evacuation of fecal matter and 
gas per vias naturales, which immediately relieved the dis- 
tended condition of the abdomen, with an amelioration of 
all his symptoms. His bowels after this remained regular 
only when held in check by opiates ; and the treatment 
remained about the same until all tenderness of the 
abdomen passed away. By careful percussion we then 
detected fluid within the abdominal cavity, which we very 
readily concluded was from the suppurative stage of the 
peritonitis, and Dr. Baxley prescribed iodide of potassium 
and iron. But about the middle of April, he began to 
complain of pain in the right gluteal region, which finally 
proved to be caused by an abscess, fluctuating deeply ; and 
after poulticing it for some time. Dr. Baxley and myself 
met again about the 3d of March and opened up the ab- 
scess, which discharged no matter at the time but a very 
off*ensive fecal gas ; the poultices being continued, it dis- 
charged very freely, within a day or two, a matter purely 
fecal and very offensive. We kept it discharging by 
poulticing and dilating with sponge-tents. We finally 
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probed the abscess with a gum-elastic catheter, which 
caused a rumbling noise in the bowels, with a very large 
discharge of fecal matter. He also had evacuations by 
the natural channel. The abscess was daily washed out 
with a solution of carbolic acid, and he was put on the 
tincture of bark, with iron, etc. His first trip from home 
was about the middle of May, when he was taken to Waynes- 
boro' to Burke Superior Court, but was not able to be put 
of bed any, after reaching the borough, for several days. I 
saw him a few days after his return, and he was not able 
to be out of bed any, and the abscess was still discharging 
at times very freely. No fecal matter ever appeared at 
the point where he was shot, in the abdomen. Some time 
in June he was able to be up and out of doors a little, 
and so I lost sight of the case. When last heard from, the 
fistula remained the same, occasionally opening of itself* 
and discharging fecal matter of a very offensive character." 

From Dr. J. B. Baxley's letter of April 21st, 1880, which 
is given in conclusion, as it brings the history of the case 
down to the time of writing this report,* I extract the fol- 
lowing additional information : — 

" The ball was from a Smith & Wesson pistol of the 
largest size ; distance about twenty-five feet, advancing upon 
his antagonist. The ball was never found. About twenty- 
four hours after receiving the wound peritonitis set in, and 
was treated with quinine and opium — both in large doses. 
After peritonitis was subdued, he suffered for several weeks 
— about six — with irritative fever, consequent upon the de- 
velopment of a fecal abscess, which pointed about the middle 
of the right buttock, coming through the sacro-sciatic notch. 
This was opened by free incision, fecal matter escaping in 

* This paper was presented by tiUe at the last meetmg in Angosta, and 
originallj prepared for the Transactions of that Session. The writer having 
osed the allotted space in the discussion of other oases, it is published in 
the present volome as his report on Surgery for the Eighth District. 
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large quantities, about twice as much as passed by the natural 
channel. The opening was kept free by the use of sponge- 
tents, and finally healed from the bottom ; the contents of 
the bowels finally escaping only by the anus. The fistu- 
lous track was about four months closing; he left the house 
about the seventh month, and has been travelling around 
ever since. The wounded bowel was most probably the 
colon. His general condition is good, as I now hear no 
complaint from him."* 

REMARKS. 

When recovery takes place after a penetrating wound 
of the abdomen, involving a lesion of the intestines, the 
life of the patient is saved, as a rule, by the fact that he 
has escaped the dangers of fecal extravasation into the 
cavity ; — provided, of course, he escape also, or survive, 
such other impending dangers, as primary and secondary 
hemorrhage, traumatic fever, peritonitis, pyemia, septi- 
cemia, etc. Various factors, of different degrees of import- 
ance, have been assigned by different authorities in the 
production of this occasional retention of the intestinal 
contents within their proper channel. Dr. Gross has de- 
termined, by experiments on the inferior animals as well 
as by observations on the human subject, that within 
certain limits a contraction and diminution of the intes- 
tinal wound generally takes place. 

In this connection. Dr. Gross says : " I found, for ex- 
ample, in dogs, that when the opening is six lines in extent, 
whether transverse, oblique, or longitudinal, there is almost 
invariably an escape of fecal matter, followed speedily by 
fatal peritonitis. If, however, the wound, whatever be its 

* Up to last aooonnts, the patient was stiU Hying, with no change in regard 
to the wound since Dr. Baxley's letter. 
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direction, does not exceed four lines, or a third of an inch, 
in length, such a contingency will not only be less likely 
to happen, but in many cases, if not in a majority, nature, 
aided by appropriate therapeutic measures, will be fully 
competent to eflFect reparation. The safety of the patient 
in comparatively small wounds of the bowels, no doubt 
frequently depends upon the diminution which the open- 
ing experiences instantly after their infliction, in con- 
sequence of the contraction of the muscular fibres of the 
tube and the eversion of its mucous membrane,'^'* 

While these experiments and remarks of Dr. Gross ap- 
ply more directly to incised intestinal wounds, they are 
likewise of interest in this connection, from the indirect 
bearing which they must necessarily have upon gunshot 
wounds — especially those made by balls of small calibre. 

It is proper, however, to add, that the author just quoted 
does not regard this factor as a very generally potent one 
in gunshot wounds. He says : " In gunshot wounds of the 
bowels, and in incised wounds, attended with severe con- 
tusion, the eversion of the mucous coat is generally very 
slight, and sometimes even absent. Owing to this circum- 
stance, wounds of this description, even when very small, 
are extremely prone to be followed by fecal extravasation 
and fatal peritonitis." Such being the case, the recovery 
in this instance is all the more remarkable — the ball, 
moreover, being of large size. 

After the immediate danger has thus been averted, further 
immunity is derived en permanence from the adhesive in- 
flammation which takes place between the intestine at its 
wounded point and the adjacent portion of the parietal 

• Gross* System of Surgery. Vol. 11., p. 777. The italics are mine. 
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peritoneum. Plastic lymph is effused ; union takes place 
between the orifice of the intestinal wound and the in- 
ternal abdominal wall; and in this way the opening in 
the bowel is safely shut off from the abdominal cavity. 

In such cases as the one presented in this report — in 
addition to the original traumatism — the fecal matter, by 
its presence and contact, acting as a source of irritation, 
gives rise to inflammation, and an abscess is formed which 
encroaches upon the neighboring tissues, and makes its 
way outwards ; finally, either breaking spontaneously, or 
requiring the surgeon's assistance, it thus finds an external 
outlet and forms a fecal fistula. 

Therefore, besides guarding against the other impending 
dangers already specified, these admirable efforts of nature 
to repair so grave a lesion are to be aided in the fortu- 
nate result, by such therapeutic measures as may keep the 
patient at rest from pain and motion, control the peristaltic 
action of the intestines, circumscribe the peritonitis, and 
prevent it from carrying off the patient early in the struggle. 

Among the agents that may be called into requisition 
in the general treatment of these cases, ergot may here be 
briefly mentioned also, as a valuable resource in averting 
or rendering less imminent the danger of internal hemor- 
rhage. It would, no doubt, also aid in mitigating the 
severity of the traumatic fever. 

STATISTICS. 

While we rarely hear of recoveries of this kind in civil 
practice, perhaps simply because the injuries are compar- 
atively infrequent; yet, in the vast number of soldiers 
wounded in battle, though a great number die, quite a 
number of recoveries after wounds of the large intestine, 
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causing fecal fistula, have been placed on record. That is 
to say, the absolute number of ^nshot wounds as a whole, 
or of penetrating gunshot abdominal wounds as a class, is, 
comparatively speaking, not very great in civilized com- 
munities in times of peace; and, though the ratio of 
recoveries is no doubt really as great or greater than is 
shown by military statistics, yet the absolute number of 
recoveries of this kind, to which our attention is called in 
civil practice, must necessarily appear very small : and 
many would doubtless be surprised at the large number of 
soldiers who are recorded as having survived such injuries, 
for instance, in the late war between the States. 

In the Medical and Surgical History of the War^ a 
large list of these very interesting cases, including those 
both of a fatal and a fortunate termination, are given in 
detail. Under the consideration of wounds of the large 
intestines {Surgical Volums^ Part 11.^ pp. 76-7), Surgeon 
George A. Otis says : " While few instances were observed 
of recovery from shot wounds of the transverse colon, 
many were seen of survival after i)erforation8 of the 
caecum and ascending portion of the bowel, and a still 
larger proportion of recoveries were observed in wounds 
of the sigmoid flexure and other portions of the descend- 
ing colon. Not a few of these fortunate cases were com- 
plicated by groovings or perforations of the wings of the 
innominata. Nearly all were attended by stercoral fistulee, 
which commonly closed after a time without operative 
interference, re-opening at intervals, and then healing 
permanently." 

Such a showing as this, derived from so large a number 
of cases returned to the Surgeon-General's office, must 

(17) 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



130 Medical Association of Oeorgia. 

prove very encouraging to those who may have this un- 
fortunate class of injuries^ treat. 

In the same Surgical Volume, in the " numerical state- 
ment of the cases of penetrating wounds of the abdomen 
returned during the war " — under the head of those cases 
involving " injury to the viscera of known character," and 
the sub-division of " shot wounds of the intestines " — 
including, however, wounds of both the large and the 
small intestines. Table IV., p, 202, shows, that of 653 
cases returned, 484 died, 118 recovered, and unknown 61 ; 
giving a ratio of mortality of determined cases — 80.3. 
This seems to be an excellent result when we consider 
the nature of the injuries, leaving as it does a ratio of re- 
covery = 19.7 per cent., or nearly one out of five. 

Yet, the question naturally arises, whether in military 
practice a vast proportion of the worst cases of this kind 
do not die ah initio^ from shock and hemorrhage, either 
on the field of battle, or so soon after, as to render it 
impracticable — from their number and the confusion of 
war — to subject them to hospital treatment, or to enter 
them on the lists with the recorded cases, in which the 
fatal issue is still further deferred. 
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EYE SURGERY. 
REMARKS ON A FEW RARE AND INTERESTING 

CASES. 



By CHA8. W. HICKMAN. M.D.. Augusta, 

Lecturer on Eye, Ear and Throat Diseatei, in the Medical Department 

of the Univernty of Georgia. 



PENETBATING WOUNDS — CONCUSSIONS — INJURIES — FOREIGN 
BODIES, ETC. 



Under the first of these headings may be mentioned the 
case of a young lady who sought aid for " weak eyes," 
inability to use them for any length of time without ^n- 
siderable discomfort to herself, an over-strained irritable 
condition resulting, attended by a slight amount of conges- 
tion. On examination, aside from the injected state of the 
conjunctiva, natural to such conditions, the right eye showed 
the remains of a former injury, interesting in the remark- 
able escape of the organ from total destruction. Some 
years previous . she accidentally ran one blade of a pair 
of scissors into her eye, penetrating the anterior chamber, 
lacerating the iris, and leaving a considerable opening 
midway between the pupil and the edge of the cornea. 
From the size of the opening, the blade must have pen- 
etrated beyond the iris, yet the lens was as bright and 
clear as could be. Although a very slight laceration of 
the capsule might rapidly heal without any unpleasant 
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results ensuing, yet, as such could not well be the case in 
a wound like this, the probability is that after passing 
through the iris, the blade took a direction between the 
lens and ciliary body, consequently not producing trau- 
matic cataract; at the same time, the patient being young 
and of good 'constitution, the eflfects of the iiyury readily 
subsided, with the exception of leaving the secondary 
pupil. 

Concussion of the eye-ball may affect one or more por- 
tions of the globe, leaving the rest uninjured. I have 
seen it dislocate the lens into the anterior chamber, and 
also into the vitreous humor. A short while ago, a car- 
penter presented himself for a severe blow upon the eye, 
received from a flying fragment of wood ; in which case the 
iris was the only structure involved, iritis setting in, but 
which yielded to the well-known treatment for that affec- 
tioi}. Almost about the same time a young gentlemen 
came under notice for a blow equally as severe as the one 
just mentioned, and by which the cornea was bruised and 
scratched, though no rupture could be seen. The conges- 
tion of the eye-ball was very great, and the anterior 
chamber nearly half-full of blood. With the exception 
of a slight immobility of the pupil, the iris was uninjured, 
presenting an appearance as bright and clear as that of 
the other eye. Under the use of the compress bandage, 
the blood disappeared in a few hours, and though for a 
week or ten days the conjunctival injection remained con- 
siderable in degree, and the eye quite irritable, yet the 
iris continued bright and clear throughout, and scarcely a 
scar remained on the surface of the cornea to show that it 
hiad ever been injured. Although no rupture of the cornea 
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could be seen under the most careful scrutiny, or any 
traces of such be afterwards found, yet, in all probability, 
one must have existed, suflBcient for the bandage to have 
pressed out the blood from the anterior chamber, as other- 
wise it could not have been so quickly absorbed. • 

The next case may be mentioned as something unique, 
and, perhaps, with but few parallels in the history of eye 
surgery ; namely, that of an eyelash which had detached 
itself, and after being for hours a source of great irrita- 
tion, was found buried almost its entire length in the lower 
lachrymal duct. So seldom does an accident of this kind 
occur, that the very existance of such a case has been 
denied. With the removal of the lash, naturally came 
immediate relief. 

Removal of foreign bodies, such as grains of gunpowder, 
bits of steel and the like, recently lodged in the cornea, are 
things of every-day occurrence to the specialist. One may 
be here mentioned, which has some interest perhaps in the 
tolerance exhibited towards such things even in so sensi- 
tive a structure as the cornea. An accomplished machinist, 
Mr. S., came under notice for a red and painful condition 
of his right eye, more especially in one region — the lower 
and outer portion of the globe. His statement was, that 
six years previous while standing over a revolving emery 
wheel, attending to his work, a small fragment flew off and 
struck him on the " sight " of the eye. For a time the eye 
gave him some trouble, then seemed to get well, and though 
he could always more or less feel the foreign body, yet for 
months at a time it would give him no discomfort, then 
again for a few days be annoying and troublesome. Such 
was the condition of affairs until he sought relief, when 
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the fragment of wheel, of a reddish brown color, and 
nearly half the size of a pin-head, was seen buried in the 
lower and outer portion of the cornea. Its prompt re- 
moval soon restored the eye to its normal condition. 

As illustrating the tendency of certain individuals, par- 
ticularly those usually enjoying robust health, to think 
slightingly of themselves or to hold of no importance 
affections of grave import, — ^Mt. H., aged 23, presented 
himself for a " cold " in one of his eyes. Examination 
revealed the iris discolored, with partial dilatation of the 
pupil, the anterior chamber over-distended with fluid, and 
the posterior layer of the cornea covered with numberless 
little patches of ulcers ; in other words, keratitis punctata, 
or serous iritis. So little pain accompanied the affection 
that it was almost impossible to convince the patient that 
anything beyond a severe cold was the matter with him, 
or of the danger he ran from lack of proper treatment, 
which he seemed to think entirely unnecessary. Reluc- 
tantly consenting, however, ten grains of iodide of potas- 
sium, three times a day, together with the exclusion of 
light by constant bandaging — any symptoms of irritation 
being met according to the circumstances of the case — 
resulted in the disappearance of the ulcers, one by one ; 
diminution in quantity of contents of the anterior chamber ; 
a return to a healthy appearance of the iris ; in short, to 
as speedy a recovery as could well be obtained from iritis 
serosa. 

TRAUMATIC CATARACT — OPERATION — RESTORATION OF SIGHT. 

A pleasant-faced negro, aged about 26, was brought to 
me from Waynesboro, Ga., to see if sometliing could not 
be done for the recovery of his sight. His right eye was 
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staphylomatous and gone, from some previous ipjury ; 
while in his left could be seen a soft cataract with an 
anterior capsular cataract — a thickened opaque portion of 
lens capsule. He stated that, years ago, after frolicing 
and jumping around, he lost his sight in this eye, and ever 
since had been blind and helpless. No trace could be seen 
of a blow or any other injury, or of any previous inflam- 
mation — ^the pupil acting well under the stimulus of light. 
An incision having been made, the lens matter was with- 
drawn by means of a Bowman's suction syringe, and the 
opaque capsule removed ; resulting in complete restora- 
tion of vision, after an absolute blindness of six years. 

In concluding this little article may be mentioned the 
case of a servant girl, aged about 20, also from Waynes- 
boro. It was scarcely necessary to ask her history as it 
could at once be told from a look at her eyes. Ophthal- 
mia had destroyed the right, leaving it almost phthisical ; 
while, in the left, two ulcers, at the upper and inner por- 
tion of the cornea, had firmly bound the iris within them 
to such an extent, that only a narrow threadlike pupil 
here existed, which, it can be easily imagined, placed the 
patient in a condition not far short of blindness. An 
opening being made with the iridectomy knife, between 
the two ulcers (or their remains), and the iris withdrawn, 
a fair-sized pupil was thus formed, giving the patient good 
sight ; indeed, sufficient to allow her to follow any ordinary 
vocation for her living. 
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MISCARRIAGE FOLLOWED BY LABOR 
AT FULLTERM. 



Bt 8. B. HAWKINS, M.6., Amebicus. 



By request of my friend, Dr. George F. Cooper, I am 
induced to present an extraordinary case of obstetrics in 
my practice some years ago. I shall give the case as I 
recollect the facts, having misplaced the notes connected 
with it. 

I was requested by the overseer on a farm near my 
residence, to visit at once a negro woman, who had been 
suddenljr taken sick in the field. When I arrived, I found 
her in the comer of the fence, in great pain. I suspected 
the difficulty, and at once proceeded to satisfy myself that 
she was actually in labor, and too far advanced to be re- 
moved ; so I contented myself with perfecting the delivery 
where she was, and succeeded in a short time in delivering 
her of a fuetus, at about three and a-half or four months, — 
foetus and placenta all perfect, and delivered almost sim- 
ultaneously. I had her carried home, where she received 
such attention as her condition required. She made a good 
and tolerably speedy recovery without any difficulty. 

I would here state that there was but little hemorrhage, 
and scarcely any discharge afterwards. 

The extraordinary feature of this case was, that just 

(18) 
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about five or five and a-half months after the miscarriage, 
I delivered this woman of an eight and a-half pound child, 
at full-term, and perfect in every respect. She went out 
of this, as the former delivery, without an unfavorable 
symptom. She was about thirty-two or thirty-three years 
old, and black. 
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REPORT OF SURGICAL CASES, AND DISCUSSION 

OF QUININE AND TAR-WATER AS 

ANTISEPTICS, ETC. 



6t DsSAUSSURE ford, M.D., Augusta, 

Pfofenor of Dueriptive and Surgical Anatomy in the Medical College of 

Georgia^ Medical Department University of Oeorgia. 



(With two photo-engravings.) 



Every conscientious worker in the profession manifests 
the sole desire to add something for the prevention, the amel- 
ioration, and the cure of disease. Surgery, in all its bran- 
ches, has made rapid strides, in this century : the bloodless 
plan of operating; the galvanic ecraseur and knives; the 
antiseptic plan — these, with many others peculiar to spec- 
ialties, are commanding the notice, criticism, and practice 
of surgeons. 

Since the very general adoption of Lister's plan of anti- 
septic dressing, various have been the experiences ; and yet, 
even Lister's statistics seem to warrant the conclusion, 
that they are not as satisfactory as all would wish. In no 
unworthy spirit will I attempt to canvass this plan of the 
justly eminent and accomplished Lister, by presenting a 
simpler plan of antiseptic treatment, for the careful scru- 
tiny and criticism of the profession. 

Many English and American surgeons, and some of the 
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French, endorse the Lister plan ; indeed, it has been hinted, 
that the English courts will charge malpractice, if it shall 
not have been adopted. With, the experience of the French, 
and some American surgeons, such a law will s ca rcel y be 
in force in these countries, when it is known that very- 
wonderful results have been obtained from other modes of 
surgical practice, which ignore Lister's plan, as too elabor- 
ate and, possibly, dangerous ; substituting therefor, a sim- 
ple dressing, with another disinfectant, antiseptic and anti- 
pyogenic — tar- water, and the internal administration of 
sulphate quinine, which is antiseptic, antipyretic and, also, 
antipyogenic. 

In the limited time, taken amidst the distractions of 
an active general practice, I do not discuss the theories of 
septicaemia and purulent infection, which would be ger- 
mane to our subject, believing that much is to be learned, 
in regard to the manner in which traumatic fever origin- 
ates, and much more careful observation and experiment 
necessary to determine the actual causes of suppuration 
and purulent infection ; but I certainly do not believe that 
the absorption of poisonous miasmata is sufficient alone to 
originate traumatic fevers and subsequent suppuration, 
and pyaemia — ^in short, that the germ theory has become a 
scientific troth. Those who desire to study Lister's plan, 
and antiseptic surgery, are referred to American Journal of 
Medical Sciences, 1871, '72, '73, '74, '75, '76, '77, '78, '79, 
'80 ; M. L. Qosselin's Clinical Lectures ; and Dugas, on Sup- 
puration — Southern Medical and Surgical Journal, 1866. 

Since my graduation, I have been using sulphate quinine, 
both in surgical and general practice^ — indeed, during the re- 
cent war, at the hospitals (Culpepper C. H., and Lynchburg) 
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was called the quinine doctor, — and this was taught me by 
my father, Lewis D. Ford, Professor Institutes and Practice 
of Medicine in Medical OoUe^ oi' Qeorgia, who as early as 
188* treated cases of malarial fever successfully, and in 
1836 wrote an article in Southern Medical and Surgical 
Journal, which has, probably, with continuing lectures, 
been of more value to our Southern and Wedtern practi- 
tioners, in the treatment of all forms of malarial disease, 
than any other suggestions, from other sources ; and to him 
is due the credit of the abortive treatment of malignant, 
intermittent and remittent fevers, congestive types, preval- 
ent about the marshes of the low country, which, before 
the residence, in Charleston, S. C, of Dr. F. M. Robertson, 
who had been one of his private pupils, was considered 
indeed malignant. Thus am I prepared to give the reasons 
for the faith that is in me. 

During the recent war, there appeared in the Military 
Hospital, at Augusta, Qa., that terrific, and active scourge, 
hospital gangrene, which all surgeons recognize as a rapid 
and destructive inflammation, characterized by sloughing, 
and a sickening stench. Dr. L. A. Dugas, Professsor of 
Surgery in the Medical College of Georgia, suggested for • 
this condition, the free irrigation of tar- water, and then 
cloths kept wet with it, with the effect of disinfecting the 
wounds, and the atmosphere of the apartment. Those who 
adopted it, were gratified to appreciate almost instantly, 
disinfection, relief from pain, and, soon, arrest of ulceration, 
and, when the sloughs were easily removed, early healthy 
granulation. Since that time, I have used tar- water irri- 
gation, before, during and after, surgical procedures. It is 
less oflFensive, less dangerous, and equally as efficacious as 
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carbolic acid, which, when mixed with offensive pus, is the 
most exquisite of foul smelling compounds. 

It will be noted, therefore, that the plan which I have 
pursued, consists, in first administering quinine freely, con- 
tinuing it after all surgical operations, and when about to 
operate, cleansing the parts with tar- water, and during the 
operation, irrigations by an assistant, and then dressing the 
wound with soft cotton, or linen cloths, saturated .with it, 
and renewing the dressing, or keeping it wet, as the case 
may demand ; generally, however, at each dressing, the cloth 
is changed, and the wound thoroughly irrigated with the 
tar-water. Whenever introduced into a case where sup- 
puration has commenced, thp syringe is generally used 
with the water, at each daily dressing, preferring this 
course to the drainage tube, which may, in itself, be of 
suflScient irritation, to prevent the healing process. 

As a disinfectant, tar- water has been used for a long 
time, and doubtless owes this, and its other qualities, to the 
pyroligneous acid, creasote, and dissolved resins and a small 
quantity of carbolic acid, the latter not in suflScient amount, 
to perpetuate its decided and disagreeable odour. 

The rationale of the action of quinine has been long 
known in this section of the country, and to Dr. Robert 
Campbell is the honor due, for his study of it and recom- 
mendations for its intelligent use, in recent times. It is to 
be regretted that he does not, in the prime of an active and 
intellectual mind, continue to add to the literature of the 
profession, the results of a large, and successful practice. 
He sayS : " Quinine acts upon the fibrous coat of the vessels, 
constringing them, and, thus preventing congestions ; " he 
remarks further, " that it is a disseminator, or equalizer of 
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the circulation, and acts by dispersing, wherever found, all 
vascular accumulations, possibly by giving tone to the 
vascular tissue, and that it has control over the nervous 
system, under such circumstances, by dispersing such en- 
gorgements in its centres." * His son, subsequently, 
writes : " Quinine restores the proper tone of the vessels, 
enabling them to contract and regain their normal calibre, 
when atony and, conseqifently, blood-stasis exists, reliev- 
ing hyperaemia and engorgements, and thus preventing, 
limiting or relieving inflammation.^f 

Accepting these views, it naturally follows, that when 
quuiine has been administered freely, septicaemia and 
pyaemia have most rarely resulted in my practice, after 
serious surgical injuries, or operations, and I present a few 
cases, which certainly show remarkable absence of those 
febrile symptoms, suppurations and alarming conditions, 
which follow grave iiyuries, and capital surgical proced- 
ures; and it may not be amiss to say that, in numerous 
obstetrical cases in the past, and in 48 last year, only 
one of that number is recorded as having been attacked 
by puerperal fever, because it has been my persistent 
habit to order free vaginal irrigations of tar-water, and 
administer quinine for ten days, or longer, after all con- 
finements. 

I am aware that M. Alphonse Guerin has enjoyed success 
in the use of quinine in surgical practice, but M. Gosselin 
has seen it fail in most cases. 

The following are a few cases which have been noted as 
conspicuous : 

* Sonthem Medioal and Smgioal Journal, 185S-9. 
t Transactions Medioal Association of Georgia, ISSO. 
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January 16th, 1879. A. F., white, aged 12 ; extirpated 
lipoma as large as an orange, from back of ear/ Quinine 
and tar- water. No suppuration. 

March 29th, 1879. P. Q., negro, aged 35; extirpated 
large fibrous tumour from side of neck. Quinine and tar- 
water. No suppuration. 

March 27tlr, 1879. A. L., mulatto, aged 8 ; amputated 
right leg at point of election for railix)ad injury. Quinine 
and tar-water. No suppuration. 

April 8th, 1880. Wm. F., mulatto, aged 35. Railroad 
accident, crushing right foot and lower thirds of tibia and 
fibula, and fracturing upper third of left tibia. The simple 
fracture of left leg was adjusted, temporarily, by two side- 
splints, and the right leg amputated at middle and upper 
third. 

It is worthy of note that there was a north-eastern storm 
prevailing, the accident occurring near midnight about a 
half-mile from the Freedman's Hospital, where he was 
conveyed on a litter. This institution was celebrated for 
its filthiness, and the man was compelled to be placed in 
a ward with other negroes, which was so foul, that, not- 
withstanding the storm, the windows were opened ; and in 
an adjoining hall, there was a decomposing corpse. The 
question of waiting for the morning was considered, but 
bleeding had been more than usual, and hemorrhage de- 
termined amputation. Ten grains quinine was given, and 
then the limb amputated, during irrigation of tar-water. 
The next afternoon the patient was moved to more purified 
quarters, twenty grains quinine was taken daily, and the 
stump healed without the slightest suppuration, under the 
tar- water dressing. 
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In di^essing amputations, after sutures are introduced in 
flaps, a roller bandage is first firmly applied, before ad- 
hesive plaster is used — this "compression, undoubtedly, 
interferes with the circulation in the lymphatics, and super- 
ficial veins, to such an extent, that transport of septic ma- 
terials is at least dimished if not entirely prevented "'* — 
and, afterwards, cotton cloths, saturated with tar- water, 
and then, a retentive bandage^ — the whole dressing kept 
wet with it ; the water being cold in summer, and warm 
in winter, and this dressing is not usually disturbed until 
the 5th or 6th day, the first roller being retained after the 
other dressings are carefully cut away. 

June 2d, 1880. Geo. W., white, aged 45 ; hard drinker ; 
was kicked by a horse, causing compound comminuted 
fracture of middle of upper third of left tibia. Hemor- 
rhage was free, but controlled by adhesive plaster and 
compress, and limb placed in a fracture-box. Ordered 
ten grains quinine at once, and to be repeated every four 
hours until next visit, when adhesive plaster was taken ofi*, 
and compress saturated with tar- water, was bound over the 
wound, which was an inch long. Twenty grains quinine 
daily for a week, and fifteen grains daily for a week, was 
taken. There was not the slightest suppuration, although 
ten days after injury a small spiculum of bone presented 
through the sfin, below original opening, which was read- 
ily extracted, without bleeding, and no appearance of pus. 

This is a remarkable result, especially, since the alcoholic 
habit renders the subjects less apt to recover from grave 
traumatic injuries. 

December 13th, 1880. S. O., white, aged 12 ; scrofulous 

* GoBselin : Clinical Leotores. 
(19) 
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subject, emaciated, with large enchondroma of upper third 
right tibia. Amputated inferior third of femur. There 
was primary adhesion, without suppuration, during the 
first week, but the end of bone breaking through recent 
flap adhesions, there was some suppuration from the gran- 
ulations, about the end, and around the bone. Had this 
accident not occurred, there was evidence to believe that, 
even in the presence of a broken-down scrofulous consti- 
tution, the wound could be reported as healing without 
suppuration. Tar-water and quinine were freely used. 

February 17th, 1881. B. S., negro, aged 12, had an 
osteoma of left part of inferior maxilla ; the accompanying 
cuts being from photographs of the patient before operation, 
and the extirpated bone. Sulphuric ether was administer- 
ed, with, occasionally, a few drops of chloroform added. An 
incision through soft parts, from condyle, along lower 
border of bone, thence passing upwards in front of the sym- 
physis, nearly to mucous membrane of lower lip. With 
the aid of the periosteotome, as much of the periosteum, as 
practicable, was retained. A chain-saw was used, behind 
mental foramen, and then necessary incisions to disarticu- 
late the condyle, and to detach coronoid process, and the 
pterygoids, etc. There was very little hemorrhage, and only 
three vessels ligated, with ordinary silk. The wound in 
soft parts was then sutured with silver wire — a sufficient 
number to adjust them — that not much adhesive plaster 
should be used. The wound was dressed with compress 
of soft old diaper linen, saturated with tar- water, and the 
mouth ordered to be washed out with it frequently during 
the day. He took ten grains quinine an hour before opera- 
tion, and fifteen grains daily thereafter; the wound healing 
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CASE OF OSTEOMA, BEFORE THE OPERATIO^J. 

(From a photograph.) 



Coronoid process.... ^^^^^^^^ 



. Osteoma 



PORTION OF INFERIOR MAXILLA REMOVED FOR OSTEOMA. 

(From a photograph — Kednoed.) 
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without suppuration, being daily, *and every other day, 
dressed with clean cloths, kept wet with the tar-water, and 
was discharged three weeks after operation ; this detention 
owing to one of the ligatures remaining, and as his home 
was far distant from any physician, it was deemed proper 
to keep him. 

I feel at liberty to refer to a case of comptmnd corn- 
minuted fracture of both thighs — lower thirds — caused 
by an empty freight-car passing over them ; the subject, a 
negro car-coupler, whose case I requested Dr. Wilcox, of 
this city, to report for me at the meeting of the Medical 
Association of Georgia, in 1875, at Savannah, at which time 
was disctissed quinine as an antiseptic, etc. This case was 
most remarkable, the man recovering and now is walking 
perfectly. Large doses of quinine were given, and tar- 
water applied to wounds in soft parts, and the two limbs 
buried in a box filled with pine-wood saw-dust. During 
the whole course there was about a gill of pus, estimated. 
Also, to a Report on Surgery from the Eighth Congres- 
sional District, Transactions of the Medical Association of 
Georgia, 1876, when I wrote : After operating for cata- 
ract, according to any method, or after all operative pro« 
cedures, at the risk of being charged with routinism, 
quinine is always directed, usually 15 grains daily, until 
inflammation and pain have subsided ; this medicine hav- 
ing a decided influence in modifying all inflammatory con- 
ditions. . 

In the course of* my experience with quinine, I have 
fortunately never met with an idiosyncrasy towards its 
use, and rarely has it ever produced tinnitus aurium, or 
affected vision. 
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At the close of this report, aware of some of the fallacies 
of antiseptic surgery, believing that mine is not an ex- 
perientia fallaa^ I feel confident that an early future will 
prove, that quinine and tar- water will be more i-elied upon 
than any other remedies, even in ovariotomy, to prevent 
any of the dangerous consequences which follow surgical 
cases. 

It seems scarcely necessary to add that the mere admin- 
istration of only quinine and tar- water are not suflScient to 
ward off danger ; for the intelligent surgeon will not omit 
hygienic measures, or the vitima thule of all good prac- 
tice, " to do all in our power to improve, strengthen, and 
to brace up the energies of the system, in order that they 
may combat the tendency to death." 
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REPORT OF THE SECTION ON GYNECOLOGY FOR 
THE SEVENTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT. 



By S. H. stout, M.D., Roswbll.* 



In the literature of our profession at the present day, a 
sober statement of facts, after a careful and intelligent 
observation of a group or series of them, is of prime im- 
portance. Too many hastily rush into print with isolated 
facts and singly cases, upon which they build novel 
theories, and from which they announce deductions that 
are misleading to the inexperienced practitioner. Too 
many active practitioners of intelligence are prevented 
from publishing much that is valuable that has fallen 
under their observation, by the want of leisure to prepare 
articles for publication, or are deterred from printing them 
by a morbid modesty, or a fear of adverse criticism. 

In the field of gynecology, nearly all the literature we 
now have, emanates from professors in medical colleges, 
and from hospital physicians and surgeons in the large 
cities. Few, very few, of those laborious, busy practi- 

NoTB. — In the pablished Transactions of the Association for 1880, the 
writer of this report is geographicaUy misplaced in the Fifth Congressional 
District instead of the Seventh. He was requested by his confreres, Drs. G. 
W. Holmes and W. B. Wells, to prepare this report. Owing to the difficulty 
of prompt communication with those gentlemen, and the fact that this report 
has been prepared in the brief intervals of leisure, snatched from the midst 
of the onerous demands of an active country practice, it was not completed 
in time to be submitted to them for approval or dissent. 

* Now residing in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
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tioners, who, in private life faithfully watch at the bed- 
side of parturient women ; treat them and their offspring 
when diseased ; and are charged with responsibility for the 
sanitary condition of the families in which they practise, 
and of the communities in which they reside — even after 
years of extensive experience and intelligent and con- 
scientious observation, — ever " take a pen in hand " to 
note the results of their life-time labors, and to give the 
world the benefit of the knowledge of diseases and their 
prophylaxis and treatment, which they have acquired at 
the bedside of their patients. 

There are several reasons which deter intelligent private 
practitioners of experience from making publication of 
their observations : 

First. They have in general but little time to spare for 
careful composition. 

Secondly. Years of daily contact and combat with hu- 
man suffering — while they do not diminish admiration for 
the science and art of medicine, — tend to abate that en- 
thusiastic confidence in the certainty of results which is 
often cherished by the younger members of the profession. 
Age and experience make men cautious of committing 
themselves to a new theory or a new practice. 

Thirdly. It is too often the case that the aged members 
of our profession allow themselves to get behind in their 
information as to medical progress and discovery ; and it 
is, therefore, the almost universal habit of the junior 
members, of the profession to charge the aged practi- 
tioner, who insists upon pursuing old practices which 
have proven successful in his hands, with " old fogyism ;" 
without regard to the habit of mind of such a practitioner. 
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whether he is wide awake to progress, or wedded to the 
old, simply because it is old. The wide-awake, active 
laborer in the field of family practice, is loath to publish 
his experiences, in the face of the army of gynecological 
specialists and womb surgeons, who, in numerous instan- 
ces, seem to think they can most advance science by 
degrading the old family physician in the estimation of 
his patrons. 

For many years past, I confess these considerations 
have been allowed to unduly influence me to refrain from 
•making contributions to medical literature. Perhaps I 
could not have been stimulated to prepare this paper, had 
not the Association, at its last meeting, honored me by 
designating me as a member of a committee to make a 
report upon gynecology. Premising this much, I proceed 
to say : 

First. That J have to report to the Association, as the 
result of careful observation and thought during a period 
of forty-one years of earnest study, and thirty-five years 
of active practice of medicine, that it is my conviction, 
there has been no movement that has done and is doing 
more to demoralize the legitimate practice of medicine, 
and to cause popular distrust of its merits, than the attempt 
to set up gynecology as a distinct specialty to the practice 
of which individuals may exclusively devote themselves. 
This cannot be done in justice to nineteen twentieths of 
suffering females, whose care in diseased conditions can 
never be safely allowed to wholly pass from under the 
family physician. 

The general practitioner, as in cases of male patients, 

often has need of the operative skill of the surgeon, in 
(20) . 
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treating cases involving the genitals and reproductive 
organs of females. Ovariotomy, elytrotomy, vesico-vaginal 
fistula, fistula in ano, etc., et€., belong to the legimate field 
of the operative surgeon, who, when called in to operate, 
should always, if possible, be in professional consultation 
with the family physician. Distinguished operative sur- 
geons have not the time, and their occupation forbids the 
opportunity, for observing so well the many forms and 
varities of disease, not requiring surgical interference, that 
afflict females, and are daily met with by the family phy- 
sician. He may be a brilliant and successful ovariotomist ; 
creditably perform feats of dexterity in excising uterine 
fibroids, and in treating vesico-vaginal fistulae ; and vindi- 
cate his claim to genius for mechanical invention in the 
planning and shaping of instruments ; and yet be incompe- 
tent to treat many cases of dysmenorrhcea which the general 
practitioner meets with in his daily rounds, and relieves 
by medical and hygienic means, unaided by surgery. 

When surgeons essay to set themselves up as specialists 
in, and claim the right to occupy, the whole field of gyne- 
cological practice, they inflict unnumbered woes upon 
suffering women. I do not charge a willful intent tx) do 
mischief upon honest gynecological surgeons, who have lent 
and yet do lend their approval to gynecological specialism. 
If it were not for fear of the charge of uncharitableness, I 
could mention a number of hpnored names, of surgeons, 
who deserve professional praise, and have justly earned it, 
by their discoveries and improvements in operating, who, 
not desiring it, have been and are quoted as favoring the 
practice of gynecological specialism. Could they occupy 
my standpoint of observation, and see the evils wrought 
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by the quotation of their names by mountebanks and 
other quacks (graduates and non-graduates of regular, 
schools of medicine), they would join me in the active 
denunciation of the attempt now being made to educate 
and train medical students into special gynecological prac- 
titioners, and in denying them the title to popular confi- 
dence — of those men, who now increasing in number in 
the cities, are advertising themselves openly and secretly 
as specially devoted to, and skilled in the treatment of, 
diseases of females ; in other words, as " gynecologists " 
par excellence. 

We have too much special teaching of junior students 
in some of our medical schools. The time of students, 
during their too brief pupilage, is too much occupied in 
witnessing operations of an extraordinary character, and 
in the details of extraordinary cases. Too little time is 
occupied in teaching the rudimentary principles of medical 
science, and too many graduates are sent out but little 
skilled in diagnosis, who are zealously " on the hunt " for 
extraordinary cases, fully armed and equipped with a for- 
midable armamentarium, which they expect to have a daily 
use for. When — after he has indiscriminately " poked " 
and probed the wombs of his patients and zealously made 
numerous examinations per speculum — a superficially edu- 
cated M.D. awakes to the reality that he has been gener- 
ally unsuccessful with his surgery, and that numerous 
female patients have lapsed from his hands, — he begins, if 
honest, to suspect that he is not grounded in the princi- 
ples of medicine, and becomes an earnest student of an- 
atomy, physiology, pathology, therapeutics and diagnosis. 
But, if not conscientious, he often embraces the dogmas 
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of irre^lar practitioners, and enlists in the numerous 
army of quacks, which is zealously in aggressive warfare 
against common-sense philosophy in medicine and rational 
practice founded thereon. 

I therefore appeal to the eminent men who have won 
honors as gynecological surgeons, to discountenance gyne- 
cological specialism ; and to the faculties of our medical 
colleges, to correct this growing evil, by insisting upon their 
graduates acquiring a comprehensive knowledge of the 
principles of medicine, before elevating them to a pro- 
fessional peerage with the studious and faithful general 
practitioner, who at last is the principle laborer that has 
to illustrate the value of scientific medicine, to uphold the 
dignity and honor of our profession, and enforce its claim 
to the respect of intelligent men and women everywhere. 

The general practitioners (the family physicians), of 
every locality, must protect their patrons against the evils 
growing out of gynecological specialism. To do this, they 
must keep themselves informed in the literature of the 
profession, weigh well every proposed improvement in 
practice, and adopt it, if in accord with common sense 
and founded on scientific truth. Each one must throw 
'around his female patient the guardianship of a spirit 
imbued with ^ laudable zeal for progress in science, and a 
conscientious determination to devote his mental energies 
to the amelioration of her sufferings. In the confidential 
relation of family physician, he has better opportunities 
to diagnosticate her complaints, and to bring to bear, in 
aid of her cure, mental and moral means which the gyne- 
cological specialist in a locality distant from her home 
cannot command. He can, if he will, more easily inves- 
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tigate the etiology of her case. He can more certainly 
ascertain what are her hereditary tendencies and her 
natural and acquired idiosyncrasies, and, therefore, can 
more judiciously direct the treatment of her case, than can 
any stranger, specialist. He can and ought to instruct his 
patients in the prophylaxis of female diseases. This the 
specialist cannot do so well. He can (and he ought to do 
it), by his own skill and faithfulness a§ a medical adviser, 
demonstrate to females who consult him, that to the many 
'' ills her flesh is heir to," the infliction of gynecological 
specialism is not a legimate addition. He can demon- 
strate that all of a woman's organism is not merely womb, 
— that she has other viscera, and bones, muscles, blood 
vessels, nerves, a brain, a spinal chord, etc. He can pro- 
test, as the writer is now doing, to the honorable members 
of the profession against the legitimacy of gynecological 
specialism. He can (and ought to do it), in daily practice, 
demonstrate and expose mercilessly, the ignorance and 
knavery of the mountebanks, who by public and secret 
advertising, entice unwary and suffering women away from 
their homes to be treated for diseases more easily managed 
at home. 

The gynecological surgeon and the family physician, if 
the former comprehends the ethics of his relationship to 
the latter, can harmonize in consultation, — and in the treat- 
ment of a case, can heartily co-operate. But, if the for- 
mer essays to practise gynecology as a specialty, and in 
pushing his claims to the confidence of the community, 
implies that, in the medical as well as the operative chi- 
rurgical treatment of the diseases of females, he is an 
oracle to whom the family practitioner should ever yield ; 
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he tramples upon the ethics that should govern even- 
honorable medical practitioner, makes war upon the fam- 
ily physician, and attempts his degradation. For which 
violation of medical ethics, every honorable family phy- 
sician is justified in ignoring and condemning him in turn. 

Secondly. I further report, that since gynecological sur- 
gery has come so much into vogue, in my opinion the 
malpractice of pretenders and mountebanks has grown 
into a wide-spread evil, which calls for efforts to suppress it. 

The following are a few of the cases that have come to 
my knowledge in the last several years, illustrative of the 
wide-spread malpractice that the females of the country 
are subjected to, in consequence of the wide-spread gyne- 
cological " craze " that has taken possession of their minds 
under the teachings of the pamphlets and other publica- 
tions of mountebanks, and pretenders in practice, and the 
advertisements of vendors of pessaries, supporters, and 
other mechanical appliances for the correction of malposi- 
tions and distortions of the womb. 

Case I. — Six years ago, when passing the residence of 
Mrs. M., then a stranger to me, I was requested to extract 
a tooth for her. I found her to be a wretchedly emaciated 
specimen of humanity. • She was pale and anaemic, weak 
and nervous. Upon my remarking her emaciated condi- 
tion, and inquiring what had brought her to that state, she 
said somewhat sjpitefully, " Doctor, I called you in to pull 
a tooth. I never intend to allow another physician to 
treat me. Some years ago I was taken with a flooding. I 
have been under the treatment of numerous doctors," — 
naming several regular graduates and irregular practi- 
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tioners, — "• I have been burnt with caustics, and poked 
with probes, and made to wear various bands and instru- 
ments outside and inside my body, and swallowed enough 
nasty-tasting medicine to start a drug store. I am done 
with doctors in my case." A few questions addressed to 
her satisfied me that hers was a case of simple metror- 
rhagia, which, originating in a miscarriage during the early 
months of pregnancy, had been kept up by efibrts, long 
persisted in, to relieve her, by surgical treatment ; by un- 
necessarily-frequent vaginal examinations ; by caustic ap- 
plications to the neck and tents in the mouth of the 
womb ; a pessary being worn at intervals to keep up the 
supposed-to-be prolapsed uterus. She had never been 
impressed with the importance of rest as a means of ar- 
resting hemorrhage. I extracted her tooth as requested ; 
volunteered to remark, that she had good reason to dread 
the doctors after such an experience, and told her that 
rest, when hemorrhage existed or was threatened, was im- 
portant to her safety ; that she would derive much benefit 
from applying quickly a towel wet with cold water to the 
spine (followed by rubbing with a dry towel) every morn- 
ing before putting on her clothes ; that it was important 
that she should eat nourishing food. I left her, receiving 
thanks for my volunteered advice.. About eighteen months 
afterwards, I was called to see this woman, who was mis- 
carrying at about the ei ghth week of pregnancy. She was 
then a robust-looking woman, weighing at least fifty 
pounds more than when I first saw her. She informed 
me that she had followed the simple treatment I had 
recommended, resulting in her restoration to robust 
health. I learn that she has since carried a child to 
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tlie full term, and enjoys as good health as any of her 
nei^bors. 

Case II. — Mr*;. B., aged about twenty-four years, was 
an operative in the cotton factory, previous to her arrival 
at puberty. Before and after puberty she complained of 
cramping in her legs<, which often disabled her, and some- 
times confined her to bed for weeks at a time. The attacks 
of cramping were exacerbated about the time of the cata- 
menial flow. The cramping extended gradually upwards, 
and at last involved the bowels and stomach. Vomiting 
and nausea became so frequent and severe that nutrition 
wan impossible, and she became so emaciated as to be bed- 
ridden for nearly two years. She was treated by ever>' 
pliysician she had consulted, for prolapsus of the uterus. 
One of these, an irregular practitioner, at whose residence 
slie was under treatment for several months, assured her 
tliat he had "• put her womb back '*' on several occasions 
l>ut -^ could not keep it there." For several years, she had 
re<:eived no benefit from treatment. Three years ago I 
wan requested to see her, with Dr. Howell, of Alpharetta. 
Kxaniination per vaginam disclosed to us the fact that the 
vir^n womb was normal in position, size and shape. The 
liintory of the case gave rise to the suspicion that this was 
originally a case of phlebitis, and minute examination con- 
firnie^l it The symptoms could all be accounted for on 
fhis hypothesis. Remedies were directed in accordance 
with it, and the womb was let alone. When last heard 
IVoni, a few months after I saw her, she had greatly im- 
proved and bade fair to recover. Ergot and iodide of 
l)otassium were used, to meet the indication to remedy 
the chronic phlebitis. 
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Cask III. — Mrs. S. is a woman of great sprightliness of 
mind, thin and spare-made. She has borne several chil- 
dren, about whose welfare she is intensely concerned. Be- 
fore marriage, she suffered much from gastric trouble, 
especially at her monthly times. Her father, a brother and 
sister are all subject to gastric disorders. This patient is 
olten afflicted with subacute gastritis, and always has had 
to be particular as to her diet. At her monthly periods, 
this subacute gastritis is often aggravated. She has been 
told by practitioners — regular and irregular — that she had 
falling of the womb. Vaginal examination, since she 
came under my care, develops no displacement, distortion 
or abnormal engorgement of the womb. She inherits a 
nervous temperament, and a tendency to gastric disorder. 
Treated for subacute gastritis, she is now comfortable, and, 
instructed as to prophylaxis, she enjoys life. She is hope- 
ful of living to rear Ber children, now that she is relieved 

of the belief, that her "* womb is all out of fix.'' 
• * 
Case IV. — Mrs. (}., a widow for about twelve years, and 
aged about thirty-one or thirty two, was a factory opera- 
tive. Her occupation required her to sit while at work, 
and in a position reclining forward. She is a tall, spare- 
made woman, very much bleached complexion ; inherits 
a nervous temperament and a decided tendency to insan- 
ity. She has long sufiered from occasional loss of appe- 
tite, which lasting for several days sometimes, weakened 
her very much, and increased her nervousness. She had 
frequently had a mild form of chorea, affecting the mus 
cles of the face and one side of the body. The menstrual 
flow had always been regular. Had never had leucorrhoea. 

(21) 
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While in attendance upon her sister, who for many years 
had been subject to convulsions, provoked by dysmenor- 
rhoea, Mrs. G. was much under ray observation. I fre- 
quently prescribed for her gastric troubles. Satisfied from 
the rational symptoms that there was no necessity there- 
for, I refused to make an examination per vaginam. 
Imagining that I was unwilling to treat her case, she 
sought successively the advice of three physicians, and, 
during a period of about eighteen months, was treated 
for some sort or other of womb disease. She had been 
impressed, from reading the pamphlets of the quacks and 
advertisements of the vendors of uterine supporters, that 
her only ground of hope to live was in surgical treatment. 
This impression was confirmed by the conversation of soiiie 
of her female associates, who, having been subjected to 
surgical treatment for womb diseases, were zealous to have 
her submit to it also. When at the expiration of eighteen 
months she and her relatives begged me to take charge of 
her case, I found her a monomaniac upon th'e subject of the 
diseased condition of her womb. She had been wearing 
a Babcock's supporter. The neck of the womb was creased 
by the impaction of one side of the cup of the supporter 
against it. The clitoris was enlarged and in a state of 
hyperaesthesia. Symptoms elicited during a vaginal ex- 
amination gave rise to the suspicion that she was a nym- 
phomaniac, in consequence of the previous frequent mani- 
pulation by some of her medical advisers, and the presence 
of the stem of the Babcock's supporter for so long a time 
in the vulva. 

Satisfying myself that her case did not require surgical 
treatment, I abstained from all surgical interference — 
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addressed remedies to her stomach, and by moral means 
treated her monomania. This treatment, with antaphro- 
disiacs (camphor and laxatives, chiefly), after several 
months wrought a marked improvement. She removed to 
another locality, where she recovered suflSciently to return 
to her occupation. 

This was another stomach case, and not a womb case. 
In this, as in Case IIL, the nervous symptoms were cer- 
tainly such as should be declared hysterical. There was a 
loss of will and control over muscular movements and the 
emotions. Yet the exciting cause was neither organic nor 
functional abnormity of the uterus. Heredity was the pre- 
disposing cause ; gastric disorder and the consequent weak- 
ness of the body due to failure of nutrition, was the excit- 
ing cause of this patient's hysterical symptoms, viz., her 
chorea, palpitation of the heart, globus hystericus, and 
mania. The exaggerated impressibility of her nervous sys- 
tem (which then exists in all women to a greater or less 
degree) during and about the time of the catamenial flow, 
and the surgical manipulations and appliances, were po- 
tent aggravating causes. 

To these cases I might add numerous others, indicative 
of the wide-spread malpractices in the treatment of the 
diseases of women, by mountebanks, and inexperienced 
and non-thinking physicians, claiming recognition as grad- 
uates of regular schools of medicine. 

In years anterior to the late war, when few wielded the 

■ amputating knife and saw, I remember how popular eclat 

sought by ambitious pretenders, was freely accorded to 

those bloodthirsty operators whose dexterity was exhibited 
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in the sacrifice of limbn, which enlightened conservative 
surgery of the present day would save. Conservatism 
has done more to ensure confidence and respect for our 
surgeons, than the performance of capital operations that 
were formerly so eagerly sought after, to the end that the 
praises of wonder-loving bystanders and attendants might 
follow. And I venture to predict that gynecological sur- 
geons, who now seek with so much assiduity a professional 
and popular notoriety, by reporting to surgical operations 
and appliances, in almost every case of female complaint, 
are doomed to an unenviable fame, as time rolls on with 
its enlightening power. Conservative gynecology will as 
certainly supersede rash gynecological surgery, as modern 
chirurgical conservatism has superseded the rash and need- 
less operations, salves and plasters of the barber-surgeons 
of the medieval period. It is the rational boast of the 
t modern surgeon that he now saves parts, which his pre- 
decessors often rashly sacrificed or marred. 

The time is fast approaching when enlightened gyne- 
cologists will boast of their success in the medical and 
hygienic treatment of the diseases of the female repro- 
ductive organs, and surgical means will be less frequently 
resorted to than now. Already Dr. J. Marion Sims' opera- 
tion for stenosis of the cervical canal is almost obsolete. 
A resort to tents in the uterine cervix, has not met the 
sanguine expectations of their zealous advocates. Useful 
for certain purposes, they have been found to be hurtful 
in many^ cases. About thirty years ago, enthusiasts found, 
in almost every case of female complaint, ulcerations of 
the OS or cervix uteri, which were, in their opinion, as 
fruitful of mischief to a female so afflicted, as if she were 
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wearing a shirt of Nessus. Those enthusiasts made . haste 
• to destroy them with caustics, and rushed into print to 
announce the amazingly happy results. According to 
those contributors to clinical g^^necology, and fanatical 
pamphleteers, almost every woman complaining of men- 
strual irregularity, whether slight or grave, was subject to 
the suspicion of harboring one or more of those wonder- 
fully mischievous ulcers of the cervix and os uteri, which 
justified a resort to a specular examination, whenever a 
woman complained to them. Now, though these ulcers do 
sometimes exist, and are sources of trouble to our patients, 
how rarely do we meet with them, or see any report of 
them in- print, from our zealous gynecological writers ! 
^(gynecologists of specialistic ambition now daily aspire to 
" go up • higher*" Worthy votaries of science have ex- 
panded the canal of the cervix, explored the cavity of 
the uterus, and thereby added to our knowledge of the 
morbid anatomy of that organ, and given us some valu- 
able suggestions as to how to operate upon the diseased 
growths sometimes found therein. Honored, and deserv- 
edly so, are the names of many of these among enlight- 
ened men and women. But, because we sometimes meet 
with morbid growths within the uterus, and can scoop out 
fibroids with Thomas' scoop, does it follow that, when the 
rational symptoms of our female patients deny the exist- 
ence of uterine fibroids, we must hasten to practise dilata-. 
tion with tents and metallic stretchers and bougies, in a 
persistent hunt for them ? So great was the craze to probe 
and explore the uterine cavity about ten years ago, a 
mountebank of that period gained many patients in sev- 
eral of the Southern States, and put much money in his 
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pocket too, by pretending to demonstrate with his sound, 
that the cavity of the onimpregnated uterus, in the living 
female, is normally nine inches in length, from the ex- 
ternal 08 to the fundus. Females upon whom this moun- 
tebank pretended to have demonstrated this discovery, 
were his most enthusiastic admirers. 

Convinced that there was more inside of their bodies 
than the world of mankind is willing to admit, many of 
his feminine dupes^ whose wombs he had " poked " with 
an instrument nine or more inches in length, were zealous 
that every woman of their acquaintance should submit to 
have the longitude of her uterus measured also; thus 
rivalling the fox in the fable, whose tail had been cut oflF. 

In gynecological practice, there seems to be no limit to 
suggestive ingenuity, in the invention and the modes of 
using surgical applications, operations and appliances, in 
the treatment of diseases peculiar to females. But it is 
also the duty of every humane physician, to inform him- 
self as to how he can, in justice to his cases, avoid resort- 
ing to them, as well as how to use and perform them when 
needed. 

In as much as its treatment by surgical means has of 
late received a large share of attention, I now propose to 
report to the Association, some of my experience in the 
medical treatment of 

DYSMENORRHCEA. 

Dysmenorrhoea has been the most frequent complaint 
of the non-pregnant female I have been called on to treat. 
I endeavor to study each case as sui generis — its cause or 
causes, its consequences, and its complications, all being 
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considered. In its management it is important to consider 
the family idiosyncrasies, hereditary and acquired, men- 
tal, moral and physical. The occupation, the ambitions, 
habits and surroundings of the patients, are important 
factors in the etiology of its origin, aggravation and per- 
sistence. 

When I read the learned clinical lectures of many 
hospital physicians and college professors, and the works 
of authors, who have only had a limited experience in 
private practice, in the relationship lasting through years 
of a trusted family physician, I can but regret that they 
fall far short in detailing the many circumstances that 
provoke and aggravate and prolong cases of dysmenor- 
rhoea, which it is in the power of the private practitioner 
to ascertain in each case, and to correct or take intelligent 
advantage of, in treating a patient suffering from dysmen- 
orrhoea. Premising this remark, and forbearing to attempt 
to fully ventilate my views as to the pathology of the com- 
plaint, I will give a general statement of my practice in 
dysmenorrhoea, which has resulted satisfactorily in almost 
every instance in which I have had care of the cases as 
the family physician. 

In every case of dysmenorrhoea, there is an indication to 
relax, the womb. The pain in dysmenorrhoea is due to an 
ineffectual effort of the womb to exude into and expel from 
its cavity, the normal quantity of blood at each catamenial 
period. If there is a failure to exude, secrete or shed by 
rupture of the capillaries the requisite quantity of blood, 
there is a stasis of the blood in the vessels of the organ. 
Engorgement, or hypertrophy of the organ is the conse- 
quence of that stasis. Thickening of the organ, the develop- 
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inent of muscular fibre, as in pregnacy, is consequent 
thereupon. Hence, it becomes capable of contractions 
more or less violent, which are accompanied with severe 
pains, often more agonizing than those of labor. If the 
blood is exuded into the cavity of the uterus- -and the cer- 
vical canal, the os internum or the os externum, or all of 
them, are too much contracted, either in consequence of 
spasm of the circular fibres situated there, or because of 
thickening of the walls, — the painful contractions of the 
body of the womb are ineffectual to expel the clots therein 
accumulated. Hence the patient's agony. Disturbances 
in distant parts of the organism are accounted for in part 
on the theory of reflex action of the nervous system. In 
part they may be accounted for as due to the superabun- 
dance of nutritious blood the womb has failed to pass off, 
over- stimulating the brain and spinal marrow. In the 
latter case we often meet with apoplectic symptoms, di- 
lated pupils, stertorous breathing, coma and hemiplegia. 

The chief indication in every paroxysm of dysmenor- 
rhoea, is to relax spasm of the capillaries and of the womb 
itself; and when apoplectic symptoms are present, to 
derive the blood from the brain. 

When the domestic remedies resorted to in every intel- 
ligent family — viz., the hot foot- and sitz-baths, hot fo- 
mentations, warm teas, and an active purgative — fail, and 
I find my patient so convulsed, or so threatened with con- 
vulsions, as to preclude the hope that milder remedies 
will relieve her, I immediately administer tartarized an- 
thnony in divided doses, half a grain every ten minutes, 
until vomiting is produced. She is then drenched with hot 
water until she vomits the hot water twice. After this she 
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is given some gruel, and if the nausea and retching persist 
to a serious degree, lime water and sweet milk are given, and 
a sinapism applied to the epigastrium. After the patient 
is nauseated by the medicine, she becomes relaxed, the pain 
in the uterus ceases, and she perspires profusely. Care 
must be taken to keep the patient out of draughts of cold 
air, and well covered in bed, until the menstrual flow for 
that period is completed. I have, in numerous instances, 
found the patient so insensible that she could not be in- 
duced to swallow, or her jaws so clinched they could not 
be opened. I have, in such cases, always been able to 
bring on emesis by injecting a solution of the tartarized 
antimony into her mouth, by putting the nozzle of a small 
syringe containing it into or opposite an interval between 
the patient's teeth. So satisfactory has been my experience 
in the use of this remedy in the convulsions of dysmenor- 
rhoea, that I have never used any other for that purpose, 
since the first year of my practice. Nor have I ever used 
any other remedy to overcome rigidity of the os uteri in my 
obstetric practice. Administered in a case of dysmenor- 
rhoea, or rigid os uteri during labor, it fills the indication ; 
to meet which it is given promptly, and without any 
alarming prostration after the patient is relieved. In the 
numerous instances in which I have given it for rigid os 
uteri, I have never known my patient to vomit after she 
was delivered. In a few cases of dysmenorrhoea in which 
I have administered it, the patient has complained of retch- 
ing (and occasionally vomiting), for ten or twelve hours 
after she was relieved of her uterine pains. 

As my experience has been so uniformly satisfactory in 
the use of this medicine in overcoming rigidity of the os 
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uteri in labor and dysmenorrhoea, it may be interesting to 
the Association to learn to whom I am indebted for its 
suggestion. Soon after I entered upon my career as a 
practitioner, I happened to purchase some old volumes of 
the American Journal of the Medical Sciences^ in one of 
which was a communication from Dr. Samuel Jackson, of 
Northumberland, Pennsylvania, (always thus designated 
to distinguish him from Prof. Samuel Jackson, long a dis- 
tinguished Professor in the Medical Department of the 
University of that State,) in which he gave his experience, 
(which he asserted was uniformly gratifying), in the use of 
tartar emetic to overcome rigidity of the os uteri in labor. 
I adopted his suggestion in my midwifery practice, with 
the happy experience related above. Reflection upon its 
modus operandi and its specific local effect in labor, led 
me to use the medicine in dysmenorrhoea. The former 
indiscriminate and routine use of tartar emetic in every 
variety of sickness, threatening or accompanied by fever, 
brought it into disrepute, both among the populace and 
many worthy members of our profession. Now there are 
to be found among us many worthy practitioners of sev- 
eral years standing, who have never administered a dose 
of it. Yet, in many cases of disease of a sthenic type, it 
is invaluable in overcoming blood-stasis in the minuter 
vessels and capillaries in deep-seated parts of the or- 
ganism. 

In dysmenorrhoea, if the patient has headache or labors 
under stupor, I chiefly rely upon active bilious purgatives 
to remove it. From habit, and the fact that they are very 
prompt to act, I generally use Cook's pills, composed of 
equal parts of rhubarb, aloes and calomel. 
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To overcome the chronic engorgement of the womb, I 
have found uniformly gratifying results from the use of 
corrosive sublimate in a solution of iodide of potassium, 
so proportioned that tiie patient shall take from five to . 
ten grains of the iodide of potassium and the sixty-fourth 
of a grain of the biniodide of mercury three times a day 
— the mercurial sublimate being converted into the bin- 
iodide of mercury, when dissolved in a solution of iodide 
of potassium. 

When the specific effects of the mercurial are exhibited, 
this formula is alternated with a solution of the iodide of 
potassium alone, which I sometimes administer in com- 
pany with tincture of guaiac. 

To relieve local troubles, counter-irritation is sometimes 
resorted to. Antispasmodics are also sometimes needed. 
Oversight is sedulously exercised over the habits, employ- 
ments, and associations of each patient, as common-sense, 
and a knowledge of the mental, emotional and physical 
peculiarities of each patient may dictate. 

It is -of prime importance that the patient shall be 
hopeful and cheerfulness encouraged in thought and con- 
versation. The patient must give her medical adviser her 
confidence, and he must sincerely sympathize with her in 
order to retain that confidence. ,My uniform practice is 
to require that confidence, so necessary to insure successful 
treatment, in every case of dysmenorrhoea of long stand- 
ing ; for, the abnormal habits of the nervous system of 
such patients often continue to disturb them long after 
the removal of their original cause or causes. These often 
require a tedious course of combined moral and physical 
treatment to correct them. Those patients who have long 
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suffered from chronic engorgement of the womb, should be 
informed of the tediousness of the cure, growing out of the 
natural flow of blood to that organ at each catamenial 
period. 

The family practitioner, fully installed and recognized 
as such, has many advantages in treating dysmenorrhoea 
that the hospital or dispensary physician cannot command, 
The experience of the former, in the treatment of dysmen- 
orrhoea, and its hysterical accompaniments, should, there- 
fore, be more gratifying to him than that of the latter. 
That results have been more uniformly favoi:^ble in my 
practice, than in that of our confreres at the great medi- 
cal centers, in the treatment of dysmenorrhoea, is thus 
accounted for in part. 

I will now close this report by a statement of my ex- 
perience in 

PUERPERAL CONVULSIONS. 

I have been in attendance as accoucheur up to the date 
of the present writing (April the 12th, 1881), upon nine 
hundred and eighty-eight cases of child-birth of which I 
have records, besides a number not recorded, of miscar- 
riages in the earlier periods of pregnancy. I have met 
with only six cases of puerperal eclampsia. In three of 
these I was in attendance as accoucheur. In two the con- 
vulsions came on twenty and twenty-four hours after de- 
livery. In one I was summoned after the child was 
delivered, and the patient had had a convulsion. The 
management of two of the cases last mentioned had been 
in the hands of ignorant midwives. In one of the six 
cases, the convulsions set in at the very commencement 
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of labor, and before the uterine contraction had any per- 
ceptible effect upon the os tincee. In two the convulsions 
set in just as the child's head strongly pressed upon and 
was stretching the perineum. In one case the fit came on 
after the head was delivered, and just as the shoulders 
were passing the soft parts. In. two cases the convulsions 
came on in twenty and twenty-four hours after delivery, 
and just as each patient was lying down after going out 
of doors to evacuate the bowels. In both these cases no 
abdominal bandage had been applied, and the uterus was 
found abnormally enlarged, and lying obliquely across the 
abdomen, the fundus towards the left side. Of the six 
cases, three were white and three were colored. One of 
the whites was an intelligent, refined woman, and two 
were ignorant and unrefined. Of the colored, one was a 
delicately raised and petted house-servant ; the other two 
were common field-hands, one robust and the other of 
average size and strength. Four of the six were primipara ; 
two were multipara. The cases may be briefly described 
in the order of the time of their occurrence, as follows : — 

Case. I. — A negress, aged about eighteen years, claimed 
to be only sev^n months gone in her first pregnancy — a 
petted house-servant, had been reared with the white chil- 
dren of the family — before marriage had often had hysteria. 
When I was called to see her, she complained of a choking, 
and a ball in her stomach — said she had no pain in her 
back, — her pulse was about 80, skin of normal tempera- 
ture, — her nervous symptoms indicating hysteria; exami- 
nation per vaginam disclosed no movement of the uterus, 
and none of the usual signs of labor. Administering 
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castor oil and assafoetida, she petulantly spat the dose out 
upon the floor. In a short time she had a convulsion, of 
the clonic type, that did not last long — pupils not dilated 
afterwards, — antispasmodics were administered with no 
abatement of her complainings. Again an examination 
per vaginam was made, without discovering signs of com- 
mencing labor. In a short time she was again convulsed, 
the paroxysm being quite protracted and violent, — she 
could not now be made to swallow. A vein was opened 
in the arm, and the blood allowed to flow freely until a 
small tin wash-pan was nearly full — relaxation appearing 
complete, antispasmodics were again administered — con-' 
vulsions returned again and again, until the patient had 
six paroxysms in the course of eight hours. After-five of 
these paroxysms I bled her freely. The quantity of blood 
let was enormous, and it is to *be regretted that it could 
not be measured. I think it would be reasonable to state, 
that in the course of eight hours she was bled to the amount 
of at least one hundred ounces. ^i\jex the first blood-let- 
ting, I examined the blood drawn. I was satisfied that the 
proportion of coagulable matter was unusually large. At 
the second bleeding, noticing no appreciable diminution 
of the coagulum, I was emboldened to resort to the third 
blood-letting, and so on to the fifth. I had once heard the 
late Dr. Charles D. Meigs, Professor of Obstetrics in the Jef- 
ferson Medical College, in a lecture on puerperal convul- 
sions, say that his treatment was to bleed — bleed — bleed, 
until his patient was relieved or died. In this my first 
case, there was nothing else I could do. At the last blood- 
letting a vein was opened in both arms, and the blood 
allowed to flow until the patient was completely relaxed. 
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Her pulse at the last bleeding did not flag as much as it 
had done in my experience when letting blood to the 
extent of twenty to thirty ounces in the cases of robust 
male subjects. Examination per vaginam now revealed 
decided and unmistakable signs of commencing labor, viz., 
vaginal secretion and a relaxed and extensible state of the 
OS tincae, which was expanded to about the size of a silver 
dime. My patient recovered her consciousness completely, 
and after the last paroxysm of convulsions, at the expira- 
tion of five hours a perfectly natural progressive labor was 
completed — a living child being bom.' Excepting a slight 
convulsion reported to have occurred about twelve hours 
after delivery, she had as good a recovery as I ever saw in 
any primipara, and at the end of the month she returned 
to her usual work. She had no signs of anaemia, or other 
evidences of functional or organic abnormity. 

Case. II. — This was a negress, a multipara, — a large ro- 
bust woman, weighing perhaps 180 or 190 pounds — of a 
decided apoplectic predisposition. Twenty hours after she 
had been delivered by a negro midwife, who failed to apply 
an abdominal bandage, this patient had convulsions, just 
as she was about lying down, after having walked out of 
the door of her cabin to evacuate her bowels. I found 
her comatose — pupils dilated, the features of the face dis- 
torted as in hemiplegia, her pulse slow and laboring and 
about forty to the minute, — the uterus large and its fun- 
dus lying over in the left iliac region. Blood was im- 
mediately let from the arm, and allowed to flow until the 
patient returned to consciousness. The uterus was re- 
stored to the middle line of the body, and a broad bandage 
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was tightly adjusted around the abdomen. Twenty grains 
of calomel in combination with rhubarb and aloes was 
administered. This woman had a return of the convul- 
sions four times. At every paroxysm blood was freely 
let — the quantity was so large as to appall her master, a 
very humane gentleman, who begged me not to kill liis 
negro. Assured that there was no hope for her save by 
heroic blood-letting, I persisted until her paroxysms ceased 
to return. I was emboldened to persevere in this case by 
my experience with Case I. I had no consideration 
as to the quantity of blood let, but determined to be 
guided by the effect produced and the appearance of the 
blood after standing long enough to coagulate. In this 
case I was more bold and unhesitating in my blood-letting 
than in Case I. To the last the blood let was rich in 
coagiilable material, and the patient's muscular strength 
was but little affected, though she lost more blood than 
was let in Case I. She had a good recovery, suffered 
from no signs of anaemia, and afterwards gave birth to 
several children in uncomplicated labors. 

Case. III. — This was a young negress, a slave of a very 
ignorant master. She was a primipara, and about twenty 
hours before she was attacked with convulsions, she had 
been delivered of a child by an ignorant midwife who had 
failed to apply an abdominal bandage. Like Case II. 
she was attacked with convulsions just as she was lying 
down after going out of doors to evacuate her bowels. This 
patient was small but not delicate, and about one eightli 
white blood. She was naturally of a dull mind. There ' 
was no stertor— no dilatation of the pupils. I had to bleed 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Puerperal Convulsions — Stout, 177 

this woman four times before the convulsions ceased. The 
womb, found enlarged with its fundus over in the left iliac 
region, was replaced in the mesial line. Antispasmodics 
and purgatives were administered, an abdominal bandage 
applied, and the recumbent posture enforced for about ten 
days. She recovered without any evidences of anaemia, 
and returned to her work at the end of the month. 

Case. IV. — This was a primipara, ab6ut twenty-five 
years old — a very ignorant woman of a very ignorant and 
superstitious family. While she was in the first stage of 
labor, I left her to be gone about half an hour — the foetal 
head was high up in the pelvis and the os uteri relaxing 
very slowly. As soon as I left, as I afterwards learned, 
her relations began howling and moaning around her, 
charging me with having deserted her because I believed 
she would die. The patient was greatly frightened and 
frantically exerted herself in bearing down. Just as I 
came in sight, upon my return from visiting another patient 
who was very ill, she had a violent paroxysm of convul- 
sions. I found the foetal head impinging against the peri- 
neum, which was dry and unyielding. Her mind was as 
clear as it could be in her fright, after coming out of the 
convulsed state, her pulse excited to about 96 per minute, 
no dilatation of the pupils. I bled her to about thirty 
ounces, reassured her mind and gave her half a grain of 
tartar emetic. Having calmed her, I urged her not to 
bear down more than she could help. In about ten minutes 
the secretion bqgan to flow from the soft parts, and she was 
delivered, in about twenty-five minutes after her single par- 
oxysm of convulsions, of a living child, and had a good 
recovery. 

(23) 
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Case. V. — This was the wife of a toll-gate keeper to 
whom I was summoned after she had had a paroxysm of 
convulsions just as the shoulders of the child were. passing 
into the world. She was a multipara. I delivered the 
placenta, which I found out of the womb and lying in the 
vagina. She was in a stupor, the pupils of the eyes were 
dilated, her pulse slow jmd laboring. I bled her once, to 
about fifty ounces. The stupor passed away, a combina- 
tion of calomel, aloes and rhubarb was given in a large 
dose as a derivative. The patient had a good recovery. 

The above five cases occurred in Middle Tennessee where 
I practised prior to the late war. The only case I have 
met with in Georgia during my years' residence in the 
State was — 

Case VI.— About one o'clock a.m., of Feb. 22d, 1881, 1 
was summoned to visit Mrs. F., a primipara, aged about 
twenty-three years. She is a woman of much sprightli- 
ness of intellect — the daughter of a deceased physician 
whose orphaned family, this patient among them, are and 
have been for some years operatives in the cotton factory. 
She is a woman of taste and great mental activity. For a 
year or more prior to her marriage, she was compelled to 
give up her employment in the factory, on account of 
frequent attacks of chorea, with which she wks afficted, 
provoked by her anaemic condition. Under a tonic treat- 
ment, and attention to the correction of every disorder of 
digestion, she became free from attacks of chorea, and 
married. Once or twice during her pregnancy she had 
attacks of chorea, which (as I had found before, after 
using various drugs), yielded to two drops of tincture of 
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aconite, repeated if need be every ten minutes. During 
her pregnancy she became quite robust. A short time 
previous to her confinement she underwent much fatigue 
for a month, owing to sickness in her mother^s family, 
from which she had not completely recuperated prior to 
parturition. I had looked forward to her travail with 
much anxiety, and encouraged hereto keep up her courage 
by taking a hopeful view of the future. Her confidence 
in my judgment in the management of her case, was full 
and complete. From the time of my arrival at her bed- 
side, the labor proceeded slowly, yet naturally. The pre- 
sentation of the vertex was in the left occipito-anterior 
position. Ai'ter the dilatation of the os was completed, 
the liquor amnii was discharged by a spontaneous rup- 
ture of the membranes. Kotation of the child's head had 
taken place ; there had been no abnormal nervous symp- 
toms. I had twice given her, at intervals of half an hour, 
two drops of tincture of aconite, by way of prophylaxis, 
and urged her to refrain, as much as possible, from bear- 
ing down. At this juncture, a messenger came to the door 
with an urgent request that I should go to see a sick man. 
I declined to go, but upon his again pleading that I should 
go out and talk with him about his sick friend, and send 
him some medicine, I yielded, and left my patient for 
about five minutes. Just as I stepped back into the room 
she became convulsed, the paroxysm lasting at least two 
minutes. I immediately opened a vein in her left arm, 
using my left hand as a bandage above her elbow until 
the frightened females present could recover presence of 
mind enough to supply one. The blood flowed freely 
from an orifice purposely made very large, to the extent 
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of about fifty ounces, before she became fully relaxed and 
returned to consciousness. Examination disclosed the fact 
that the foetal head was firmly impinging against the un- 
relaxed perineum. Using lard very freely upon its inter- 
nal and external surfaces, and encouraging her to resist 
bearing down as much as possible, I firmly supported the 
perineum with my hand. Determined not again to aban- 
don my post at her bed-side, I sent for my obstetric for- 
ceps. In about twenty minutes, a strong uterine contrac- 
tion took place, which sent the foetal head down with great 
force against the perineum. Tlie patient became again 
violently convulsed. I re-opened the vein in the arm, and 
let the blood flow freely to the amount of about thirt}^ 
ounces. She again became relaxed. My forceps having 
come to hand, I at once placed the patient in position, 
and with only lay assistance (Dr. Green, my neighbor, 
had been sent for, but could not be found), I soon deliv- 
ered her of a living boy, at about 9:30 o'clock a.m. About 
an hour after being put to bed she had another paroxysm 
of convulsions, but not of great violence nor long dura- 
tion, immediately upon incautiously and quickly moving 
her legs. The vein was again oi)ened, and the blood allowed 
to flow to the amount of about sixteen ounces. She was 
given fifteen grains of calomel and half a grain of sulphate 
of morphine, with two drops of tincture of aconite. She 
went to sleep, and from that time forward went on to 
complete recovery, without a single untoward symptom, 
more than is often met with in cases of first labor. Twice, 
by way of precaution, the catheter was used. There was, 
and is as yet, no sign of anaemia, and she seems to be in 
better health and stronger at the present time (nearly two 
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months since the birth of her child) than she has been 
for several years. 

REMARKS. 

I. Judging from the utterances of lecturers, and the 
teachings of authors, one would expect in an experience 
as extensive as mine, that there should have occurred 
more cases of eclampsia than the small number above 
reported. 

XL Of the six cases, three only were in my hands dur- 
ing the delivery of the child. No preventive measures 
were, therefore, adopted in the other three cases. Beyond 
a doubt, two of these three by their own imprudence ex- 
cited the convulsions, viz. : Cases II. and III. Case I. 
was, probably, not preventable. In Cases IV. and VI. 
the convulsions might have been prevented, had I not in- 
cautiously left my post, where I ought to have remained, 
encouraging the patients to refrain from bearing down ; by 
comforting words preserving their morale ; and by pressure 
with the hand supporting the perineum. Case V. might 
also have been prevented by the presence of a skillful 
accoucheur — attentive to every symptom, and ready to use 
preventive means. 

The practical inference to be (Jrawn from these facts, if 
my experience is an average one, are : 

(a.) That puerperal convulsions do not complicate more 
than about six-tenths of one per cent, of the cases of child- 
birth. 

(J.) That if preventive care is faithfully observed in 
every case, it is probable that this complication may be 
prevented, so as to reduce the occurrence of it to the ratio 
of one in a thousand. 
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III. The uniform success I have met with in combating 
puerperal eclampsia, is suggestive of several inferences of 
practical moment : 

{a.) Of these cases, Nos. I., III. and FV. would, by 
the older writers on the subject, whose works were in the 
hands of students during ray pupilage in medicine, have 
been classed under the variety they designated as hysteri- 
cal. Nos. II. and V. would have been denominated apo- 
plectic, and No. VI. as having some features of both 
varieties. Yet, all of them were treated essentially in 
the same way, and all of the patients owed their recovery 
to the free blood-lettings to which they were subjected. 
Hence, so far as the results of treatment can prove it, the 
practical inference is that the predisposing cause was the 
same in all the cases. They were cases having their origin 
in a condition of the organism common to all of them. 

(5.) The recognition of two varieties of puerperal con- 
vulsions in practice is misleading, and tends, sometimes, 
to cause hesitation in the use of that remedy which is the 
sheet-anchor in this appalling complication of child-birth. 
If the nervous agitation of the system of the patient 
causes engorgement of the blood-vessels of the patient's 
brain, there are present symptoms of apoplexy. If it 
does not cause apopletic symptoms, it is only because the 
reflected nervous disturbances have not so profoundly 
affected the the cerebral circulation. Impressed by my 
reading with the notion, that in practice the hysterical 
variety must be distinguished from the apopletic variety 
of puerperal eclampsia, and recognizing my first case as 
of the hysterical variety, I attempted its treatment as 
such, until I was driven, by my failure and inability to 
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command any other remedy, to persist in heroic blood- 
letting until my patient was saved. The lessons this case 
taught me have never been forgotten, and every succeed- 
ing case has confirmed in my mind a conviction of their 
truth. Of these 1 enumerate : 

First. It demonstrated to me that a delicate hysterical 
female laboring under puerperal convulsions may part with 
as much blood as would cause an ordinary healthy horse 
to drop to his knees. 

Secondly. That in cases of puerperal convulsions, the 
blood is heavily loaded with coagulable plastic material. 

Thirdly. It taught me that puerperal convulsions though 
often excited by the pains of labor, are not caused by them 
per se^ and delivery of the foetus is not absolutely neces- 
sary to ensure the patient's safety. 

IV. Puerperal eclampsia may occur before labor fairly 
sets in, during any stage of labor, and after delivery. 
While the predisposing cause of puerperal eclampsia is 
the same in all cases, the exciting and aggravating causes 
are various. 

To the enquiry. What is this common exciting cause ? I 
have given much thought, and I have arrived at 

A THEORETICAL CONCLUIJION, 

which satisfies me and has emboldened me to pursue the 
heroic practice above recited. I will attempt to explain 
that theory which, whether novel or not, I have arrived at 
by my own reflections upon the phenomena I have observ- 
ed at the bed-side of my patients. 

Woman's mission in life is maternity. Her organism and 
its instincts are wisely designed and adapted to this end. 
From her arrival at puberty until the menopause, if in 
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health, her peculiar organism is in preparation for the 
nourishing of offspring in the event of conception, or, is 
nourishing offspring either in uteri or at the breast. If 
not pregnant or lactating, periodical ovulation takes place 
in the ovary. To effect ovulation the organic instinct that 
directs the reproductive process, causes the provision of 
nutritive material for the development of ovules, and their 
further growth if they should become fecundated and be 
lodged (as it were, take root) in the female organism, 
whence, during gestation, they must derive their susten- 
ance. Within the cavity of the uterus, and in the wall 
thereof, it is designed, in normal gestation, that fecun- 
dated ova shall take root. From the end of one cata- 
menial flow, until the completion of the ovulation of the 
next period, the organism of every healthy non-pregnant 
female of child-bearing ability, besides nourishing itself, 
is making provision for the nourishment of another or- 
ganism — to wit, a fecundated ovum, that may take root 
and gestate, within itself, until, having arrived at such a * 
state of development; and being adequate to an independent 
existence, it is thrown off in the process of parturition, a 
ripened fruit of the womb. 

Now, should it happen that no ovule is fecundated, or 
that a fecundated ovum fails to take root, so piuch of 
the accumulated nutritive material provided for the sus- 
tenance of a fecundated ovum, in the event that one does 
take root, is surplus. If retained in the organism of an 
ovulating woman, unappropriated by a foetus, it provokes 
various abnormities of function (especially of the nervous 
system), with which all practitioners of experience are so 
familiar^ that it is not necessary here to enumerate any of 
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them. As in the lining of the womb the ovum in normal 
pregnancy takes root, and from the blood-vessels of that 
organ, it is to receive its nourishment during the period of 
gestation, at each ovulation there is an afflux of blood -to 
the vascular system of the uterus, and changes favorable to 
the lodgement of the ovum are begun in its mucous lining. 
Should there be a failure of lodgement in the womb (in 
normal cases) of a fecundated ovum, the organic instinct 
causes a shedding of the uterine lining, (which in normal 
pregnancy is probably developed into the tunica decidua), 
and a consequent hemorrhage takes place from the uterine 
vessels sufficient in amount to reduce the quantity of nu- 
tritive material circulating in the woman's body to that 
amount only necessary to the sustenance of her individual 
organism. 

Menstruation of one monthly period being completed, 
the disappointed instinct of reproduction of the female 
organism begins repeating the germination of ovules, 
again making provision for the sustenance in the womb 
of a fecundated ovum, that may possibly take root or 
become lodged there. By the end of another month, the 
efforts of the instinct of reproduction result in failure of 
lodgement of a fecundated ovum in the womb, neces- 
sitating menstruation, or they culminate in effecting preg- 
nancy. 

If pregnancy occurs, and the organic instinct provides — 
in addition to what is necessary to the organism of the 
mother — nutriment of quality and in quantity suited to 
the healthy development of the foetus, there is little dis- 
turbance of the mother's organism, and gestation proceeds 
to normal parturition with little discomfort, unless acci- 

(24) 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



186 Medical Association of Georgia. 

dent or supervening disease interrupt the normal con- 
dition. 

It is probable that the morning sickness and nausea of the 
early months of pregnancy are, in many cases, safe-guards 
to the mothers, whose foetuses fail to appropriate all the nu- 
tritive material their organisms provide over and above what 
is necessary to their individual sustenance. The inability 
to retain, and the loss of appetite for food, prevent the 
too great increase of surplusage of nutriment, until the 
organic instinct can measure out the exact quantity that 
is necessary for the comfortable normal nourishment of 
the mothers and the contents of their wombs. While 
this hypothesis satisfactorily develops to us the predispos- 
ing cause, and, in many cases, indicates the exciting cause 
of the morning sickness and nausea of the early months 
of pregnancy, it does not account freely for all the phe- 
nomena of many cases of obstinate vomiting in pregnancy, 
which so try the skill of the physician, and so often dis- 
appoint him in his eflForts to relieve it. It is not necessary, 
however, to my present purpose to enter into a discussion 
of the aggravating causes of protracted and obstinate vom- 
iting in pregnancy. Hence, I refrain and pass on. 

Women, who, from any cause, suddenly miscarry during 
a previously normal gestation, in general lose more blood 
and suflFer more from nervous disturbances than those who 
carry their children to the end of the full term of preg- 
nancy. Why is this ? The cause usually and truly as- 
signed for the greater amount of flooding in cases of abor- 
tion, than in parturition at full term, is that (the rootlets, 
80 to speak) the blood-vessels of the unripe ovum are torn 
in their continuity with the blood-vessels of the mother, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Puerperal Convulsions — Stout 187 

whereas, there is a natural separation of the blood-vessels 
of the ripe ovum from those of its matrix at the normal 
termination of pregnancy. And, furthermore, at full term 
the contractile power of the uterus is more developed, 
and more prompt in action, than when abortion occurs. 
Hence, the greater danger in the latter case of abnormal 
flooding after the delivery of the placenta. 

In as much as during every stage of pregnancy the or- 
ganic instinct has to measure out and supply the exact 
amount of nutritive material needed by mother and foetus, 
it (the organic instinct) must diminish its production 
when not needed or appropriated by the foetus, or a way 
must be opened for its withdrawal, either through arti- 
ficial or natural channels, else its retention is a predispos- 
ing cause of nervous disturbance to the mother that is 
often provoked to an alarming degree by an almost in- 
significant exciting cause. In suddenly produced abor- 
tions, it is probable that the organic instinct purposely 
promotes enormous hemorrhage from the uterus, that the 
mother may be preserved from the evil effects of a reten- 
tion of nutritive material the foetus has without pre- 
monition suddenly ceased to appropriate. Many of the 
nervous disturbances observed in miscarriages, can be ac- 
counted for on the hypothesis, that the sudden and unex- 
pected failure of the foetus to appropriate its share of the 
nutritive material, leaving it in the mothers organism 
(which is inadequate to appropriate it), where it is liable, 
in co-operation with slight exciting causes, to provoke the 
gravest nervous disturbances. 

Anterior to the normal termination of pregnancy (in- 
deed, during every period of gestation), the organic in- 
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stinct adapts the quantity and quality of nutritive material 

to the wants of mother and foetus. When the foetus is 

ripe for parturition, and ceases to get its nourishment 

through the umbilical cord, the organic instinct of the 

mother's body provides for the waste and appropriation 

of the nutritive material not necessary to the normal 

sustenance of her organism, by the production of the 

lochial discharge and the secretion of milk. 

All physicians of experience know how impressible is 

the nervous system of a parturient woman. When it is 

« 
considered that there is at parturition a great change in 

the manner of disposing of a large part of the nutritive 
material the mother's organism supplies, it is wonderful 
that nervous disturbances are not more frequent and more 
grave than we generally meet with them. How exactly 
does the organic instinct provide the amount of nutritive 
material needed ? How prompt it is in every stage of ges- 
tation to increase or diminish the quantity as the joint and 
relative needs of the organism of mother and foetus may 
demand ? How disastrous to both or to either, may be the 
failure of the organic instinct to promptly meet the de- 
mands of the organisms of both or either of them ? 

If before, or during, or after parturition, any exciting 
cause shall so disturb the nervous system as to interrupt 
the normal control of the organic instinct that presides 
over and directs the mother's nutrition, we may rationally 
look for grave and slight, nervous and organic, abnormities 
in her organism. The organic instinct may be so inactive 
as to fail to abate, at the proper moment of time, the sup- 
ply of nutritive material, down to the normally needed 
quantity ; or, it may be so abnormally active under pro- 
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vocation of disturbing or distracting causes, as to furnish a 
much larger amount of nutritive material than can be 
safely allowed to remain circulating in the blood-vessels of 
the puerperal woman. This abnormal activity of the or- 
ganic instinct, in furnishing nutritive material, is truly won- 
derful in women laboring under puerperal eclampsia, as is 
demonstrated by the enormous blood-letting they bear, 
without at the time producing syncope, or afterwards 
causing them to suffer from anaemia. 

Be the hypothesis I have entertained for thirty years, — 
and which I have in this paper endeavored to explain, — 
true or false, I have never read or heard any other that so 
satisfactorily explains the nature of puerperal convulsions, 
or accounts for the ability of subjects of them to bear the 
treatment which I have uniformly adopted in such cases, 
and with uniformly good results. 

In my obstetric practice I have kept in view the above 
theory of the predisposing cause of eclampsia ; and the 
prophylactic precautions deduced from it, which I have 
uniformly used, have enabled me to escape witnessing 
more than three cases of this complication of child-birth, 
occurring in patients that were in my hands as accoucheur, 
at the time of attack. Of these three, one may have 
been unavoidable. I am not prepared to say that the 
other two could not have been avoided had I been at my 
post at the bed-side of these patients. Of the other three 
cases, whose management while in labor I was not respon- 
sible for, the facts indicate that two brought on their con- 
vulsions by gross imprudence, against which they had not 
been warned by the ignorant midwives who attended them. 
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and one at the time of delivery had neither midwife nor 
physician in attendance during the delivery of the child. 

I have not in this paper alluded to the often quoted 
assertion that puerperal eclampsia has for its predisposing 
cause the retention of urea in the blood. Admitting that 
chemistry has demonstrated the presence of urea in the 
*blood of many cases of this disease, it is very doubtful if 
its presence is the predisposing cause of it. It is more 
rational to account for the presence of the urea as a 
sequence, than to assign it as the cause of puerperal 
eclampsia. 
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Medical College, 



I do not propose in this paper to discuss the diflFerent 
varieties of naevi, their special pathology, mode of ex- 
tension, etc;, as this feature of the subject is well under- 
stood ; but rather to impress the profession with the great 
importance of early and prompt attention to those forms 
of vascular growth requiring active surgical interference ; 
and to illustrate its importance by the report of a few cases 
out of the many that have been submitted to me for treat- 
ment. 

• Practically, neevi may be divided into two distinct forms ; . 
in one the disease is stationary, rarely changing its shape, 
color or size without some accidental circumstance. To 
this class belong those wide-spread, diflFuse or superficial 
cutaneous neevi — sometimes covering extensive continuous 
cutaneous surfaces — ^known as port-wine spots, spider- 
marks, etc., taking its name from the color or the peculiar 
shape of the discoloration. Usually, no treatment is re- 
quired, or I should say, no treatment yet proposed has 
been suflSciently successful in removing the wide- spread 
discoloration, to give confidence to the profession. The 
other form, the one so frequently requiring the attention . 
of the surgeon, and which we feel should rather be called 
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vascular tumors, or vascular growths, is by pathologists 
divided into three varieties — capillary, arterial and venous, 
the varieties dependent upon the predominence of the class 
of vessels forming the vascular growth. While these divis- 
ions are usually readily recognised, still, when the growth 
has existed for a length of time, or has been subjected to 
injuries followed by frequent hemorrhages and inflamma- 
tions, or has reached great dimensions, it is often difficult 
to decide what set of vessels originally predominated. 
But, in the majority of cases, it makes but little difference 
what variety we have so far as treatment is concerned, 
if we are called before the tumor has reached any great 
dimensions, and often, even then, we adopt the same pro- 
cedure, whether we have the capillary, arterial or venous 
varieties. 

The great consideration, and the one I so desire to im- 
press, is the great importance of at once destroying the 
growth, by some of the modes to be suggested later, just 
so soon as it is determined that the naevus has commenced 
growing. 

My experience is, that the history of this form of vascular 
tumors are all about the same. 

At birth, or soon after, a mother's-mark, as they are 
called, is detected, which for a longer or shorter time 
remains apparently stationary, sooner or later, — sometimes 
in a few weeks — again, years elapsing, — the little red or 
purple mark commences to increase more or less rapidly, 
and if left to itself, sooner or later reaching dimensions anfl 
producing deformities hideous in appearance, and remain- 
ing a constant menace to the life of the subject of the 
trouble. It does appear cruel in the extreme to the little 
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suflFerer that often it has been made evident that the vas- 
cular spot is increasing in size — has commenced its growth 
— at a time when a slight operation attended with no dan- 
ger, would promptly relieve the trouble with slight or no 
deformity, to sit idly by and watch its continuous growth 
until it has reached dimensions, which make an operation 
most difScult and dangerous, and after the best has been 
done and life saved, a needless and often a hideous de- 
formity is the result of the delay. This, however, the 
surgeon cannot always control. In more than one case I 
have been forced, month after month, and in one case, 
year after year, to watch the more or less rapid growth, 
without being able, with all the eloquence and earnest- 
ness at my command, to impress the parents of the child 
with the importance of immediate surgical interference. 
One of the great difficulties in inducing parents to submit 
their children, is the fact that for a time, or at least until 
the tumor has reached considerable dimensions, there is 
no pain attending the growth, nor other interference with 
the general health of the subject. 

Again, it sometimes occurs that the growth is so slow 
that those parents are not conscious of the fact that the 
growth is continuous. I. have a case now under my ob- 
servation, one, however, of very slow growth, in which 
the neevus is more than double the size it wa^ twelve 
mohths ago, and still the mother is firmly of the opinion 
and candidly believes that the little tumor has not at all 
changed in size. 

False or misdirected sympathy, after the judgment is 
convinced, sometimes leads to delays which result in per- 
manent deformity^ and entail great and unnecessary suffer- 

(24) 
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ing upon the little patients. Twelve or fourteen years ago, 
I was consulted in two cases within a few months of each 
other. The children were about the same age, and both 
had a naevus, about the same size, upon the border of the 
upper lip. One was submitted at once to treatment, and 
with two needles at white-heat the vessels were destroyed 
in a few seconds, and the child recovered with a slight 
cicatrix, which a few j-'ears later was hardly perceptible. 
The mother of the other child would not permit her 
^' little darling to he punished " in any such way, and left 
the city. One year later she returned to consult me, and 
I was really shocked at the rapidity of its growth and the 
deformity that the child presented. A little net- work of 
vessels which one year before was not much longer than 
half of a pea, had grown to the dimensions of a walnut 
with a subcutaneous extension under the right ala of the 
nose in *the direction of the eye, and had reached a 
point midway between ala and the eye. Even in this con- 
dition she would not have submitted the child to treatment 
but for an alarming hemorrhage, the result of a fall which 
ruptured some of the vessels of the tumor. The child was 
relieved after three operations, each one of which produced 
fifty times the amount of suflFering that the operation one 
year before would have produced, and worse still, the 
mistake of the mother in refusing an early operation, en- 
tailed upon the child a permanent deformity — the result, 
a loss of a portion of the eye. I have but one rule when 
consulted in such cases. I first attempt to determine 
whether the neevus is stationary or increasing in siz^. If 
growing, I unhesitatingly insist upon active treatment for 
the arrest of development. If the growth is rapid it is 
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readily determined by its feel and appearance. If, how- 
ever, the growth is slow or in its incipiency it is more 
difficult, and we are forced to rely upon the history of the 
case, the statements of the attendants, or, better still, to 
wait a few days or weeks that we may judge for our- 
selves. 

In many cases, particularly if the patient is so situated 
that it cannot be conveniently watched, and the spot is 
small, and in a locality where deformity would result from 
a slight growth, I feel we are not only justifiable in active 
interference, but regard it as the better course. I have, in 
several cases, operated unider such circumstances, and in 
no instance have I had cause to regret it. The different 
plans that have been proposed for the cure of this trouble 
are so numerous, that I will barely have time to do more 
than allude to the majority of them; — each plan, how- 
ever, having one of two objects, either the complete disor- 
ganization of the net-work of vessels constituting the 
tumor, or their complete extirpation, either with the bis- 
toury, ligature or cautery. 

When the naevus is small and confined to the true skin, 
that is, before the commencement of the subcutaneous de- 
velopment, it may be destroyed in various ways, and often 
by the most simple means. Vaccination, when the virus 
is inserted into the discolored spots, is frequently sufficient 
to destroy the little net- work of vessels. One of the diffi- 
culties, however, in using this as a means of relief, is the 
great tendency of naevi to bleed when incised. The little 
incision made to introduce the virus often bleeds suffi- 
ciently freely to wash out the virus, and thus both vaccina- 
tion and treatment have failed. 
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In such cases I have found much more reliable, from one 
to a dozen punctures, the number dependent upon the size 
of the nsevus, with needles at white-heat. This is almost 
universally successful in destroying the vessels, and with- 
out the suffering that many would suppose to be the re- 
sult of such treatment. Others use the various caustics, as 
nitric acid, ammonia, the preparations of zinc, etc., etc., but 
my experience is they are by no means so reliable, and, 
then, the suffering to the patient is much greater than 
from the actual cautery. 

Small threads of silk or cotton immersed in the prepara- 
tions of iron, as the perchloride'or commercial tincture, or 
other astringent substances, and passed through these small 
naevi, and allowed to remain until inflammatory action is 
set up, often consolidate the vessels and arrest the develop- 
ment. Various other plans of treatment have, from time to 
time, been proposed, but one or the other of those above 
suggested will, I am sure, be found sufficient to effect 
the desired object. 

After the growth becomes well marked, and the tumor 
has extended itself to the subcutaneous tissue, or in cases 
where they have their origin beneath the skin, or in part« 
still more deeply seated, there are many things to be taken 
into consideration before deciding upon the best plan to 
be adopted in each individual case. 

The plans of treatment most frequently suggested are : 
the complete removal of the entire tumor by excision or 
by the ligature ; the destruction of the mass, either by the 
actual or potential cautery ; the use of injections into the 
vascular growth, as the preparations of iron, for the pur- 
pose of arresting the development of, and consolidating, 
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the vessels ; electrolysis, etc., etc. The locality, size and 
shape of the vascular tumor, its relation to other tissue, 
the extent that the true skin is involved, and the class of 
vessels that predominate in the growth, are all to be well 
considered before we can properly decide as to the best 
plan to be adopted in any one particular case. 

Excision of the entire mass when practicable has many 
advocates as the safest, most rapid, least painful and the 
very best of all the plans proposed. There are, however, 
so many conditions that make excision impracticable, that 
in more than half the cases it cannot be considered. If 
the naevus is irregular, with extensions and projections so 
frequently seen, or if it is in a locality where the complete 
loss of tissue would result in great deformity, as where we 
have the arterial variety (true aneurism by anastomosis), 
cases in which numerous tortuous and enlarged arteries 
constitute the greater portion of the tumor, we cannot in 
such cases think of excision. Ifi fact, excision should 
only be attempted under peculiar circumstances and in 
connection with some other mode, unless our incision can 
be made in the normal tissue, outside of the diseased 
vessels. If we can do this, everything else being equal, 
it is certainly the very best plan, there being no more 
danger from hemorrhage than from an incision in like 
tissue in any other locality. The ligature has many ad- 
vocates, and when practicable, fills the indications most 
perfectly ; but, like excision, there are many cases, per- 
haps the majority, in which it is not applicable. The 
actual cautery is applicable in a greater number of cases 
than any other mode ; and although there has been, from 
time to time, a great prejudice against its use, particularly 
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in certain localities, still it is oftener used to-day than any 
one plan ever suggested. In connection with excision, it 
is particularly applicable in those formidable vascular 
tumors that I will allude to in the report of cases. 

The potential cautery should, in my opinion, only be 
used in the very small neevi. In those large vascular 
growths they are very unreliable, and if not great care be 
exercised, serious or even fatal accidents may result. 

I have never tried the ipjection of the perchloride of iron 
except in small vascular tumors, and in the majority of 
the cases succeeded in consolidating the vascular mass. 
Compression should only be attempted in cases where the 
tumor appears over the hard substance, as the integu- 
ments of the cranium. Even under the most favorable 
circumstances it is rather a doubtful mode, as it will be 
found difficult to graduate the compression, and, if large 
and irregular in shape, still more difficult to have the 
compression uniform over the entire mass. Electrolysis 
as a means of consolidating the vessels, and thus obliter- 
ating the tumor, is still practised by surgeons when prac- 
ticable, in preference to any other mode. If, however, 
we have no experience, and are not familiar with the 
strength of the electric current we are using, we are more 
likely to produce with our needless the effect of the actual 
cautery than the more desirable electrolytic action. I 
have, in several small naevi, used electrolysis with happy 
results ; and even where I had the e^ect of the actual 
cautery, with rather profuse suppuration, I had no reason 
to complain of the results. 

Feeling, however, that we can better impress the members 
of the Association with our views as to the treatment of this 
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disease and the mode of conducting it, by the report of 
cases, we have selected half a dozen or more, not for any 
interest in any one particular case, but to illustrate some 
of the advantages of the different modes of treatment, and 
their adaptability to different stages or conditions of the 
disease. 

Case I. — Mr. H., of this city, consulted me ten months 
ago in reference to his child, six months old, for, as he 
called it, " a mother's-mark." Upon examination I found a 
scarlet-colored spot on the left side of the nose, about the 
size of the head of a large pin. Neither father nor mother 
could tell me whether the mark had increased in size or 
not, but both were impressed with the fact that the red- 
ness was more intense, and the mark more prominent on 
the skin, when the child cried. I asked them to return 
with the child in a week, which they did, and I found that 
the naevus had doubled in size in one week. The next 
day I destroyed it by puncturing it at two points with a 
small needle at white-heat. A small pledget of lint, wet 
in cold water, was applied to the burn, and secured by a 
piece of isinglass plaster^ with instructions to re-apply it 
if it came off. In three or four days the child returned — 
the plaster was removed, and there was not a vestige left 
of the little vascular growth. A few months later I saw 
the child, and nothing was left but a little cicatrix, that 
very much resembled a small scar from chicken-pox. 

Case II. — In 1879, a mulatto child, two months old, was 
brought to my office, with a noevus just over the centre of 
the eye-brow. It was three or four times the size of the 
mark in Case I. ; in every other particular it very much 
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resembled it. I performed the same operation as in Case 
I., making four instead of two punctures. Four or five 
days later I saw the child, and it was evident that the 
diseased vessels were only partially destroyed. My mis- 
take was, that I had not penetrated deep enough. The 
subcutaneous vessels were already involved. A second 
operation, with a stouter needle, and two punctures ex- 
tending through the thickness of the true skin to the 
subcutaneous vessels, was completely successful. I report 
this case to show the importance of always introducing 
.the needles sufficiently deep to reach all the diseased 
vessels. 

Vaccination, had it been successful, would have cured 
Case I., but would not have cured Case II. Small silk or 
cotton thread, saturated with tincture iron, and passed 
through the naevus to the depth of the disease, would 
have been successful, but the suffering would have been 
much more intense and continued longer, and the result 
most likely would have been much more unsightly. Nitric 
acid and such like substances would have been successful, 
but the increased and long-continued suffering, and the 
unsightly cicatrix which sometimes results from these 
caustics, have deterred me from their use. 

The next two cases will illustrate a form that I have 
often met with. 

Case. III. — Mr. B., of Cook County, consulted me in 
1879 in reference to his son, four months old. Upon ex- 
amination I found a tumor of purple cast, about the size of 
a large bean. The father stated that it had perceptibly 
increased in size for the past month or two and that it was 
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much larger when the child cried than when it was quiet. 
The feel was cavernous and puffy, disappearing under pres- 
sure, and rapidly refilling and assuming its former size 
when the pressure was removed. The treatment which 
was commenced at once, was the actual cautery with stout 
needles at white-heat. I passed them into the mass a 
number of times, continuing it until I felt confident that I 
had touched with the hot needles the entire diseased mass 
of vessels. Cold water dressing was at once applied, and 
frequently renewed. In three or four days a free suppura- 
tion set in, and for two days was rather profuse. I never4 
saw my little patient from the day he left my oflice — the 
seventh day after the operation — for three years and 
a-half, and was surprised and gratified to find that the cica- 
trix, " the result of the operation," was hardly perceptible. 

Case. IV. — Mary C, a mulatto woman, presented her 
child, one year and ten months old, at the College clinic, 
session 1875-76, for treatment. This case was similar to 
Case III., in the same locality, and about one fourth larger, 
with the same discoloration, so far as to the tumor proper, 
but in addition there was a scarlet spot the size of a pea, 
just above the border of the lip. The mother stated that 
the red spot had existed since the birth of the child, but at 
birth was not so large — that the tumor or growth had been 
increasing in size for several months. I treated this case 
by the injection of the perchloride of iron, by means of 
a hypodermic syringe, depositing two or three drops in 
half a dozen different localities in the mass of vessels. 
There was slight suppuration at the point where I intro- 
duced the needle — which was through the red spot. For 

(26) 
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• 
a few weeks I thought the operation was a success, but 

at the expiration of a month or five weeks, it was evident 

that the trouble was not relieved. Two more operations, 

similar to the first, with four weeks intervening, were 

necessary to effect a permanent cure. As will be seen, 

we adopted different plans of treatment in the two last 

cases reported, and that, although the cases were similar, 

the difference in the results was marked. The first was 

cured by one operation, and dismissed in a week'; the 

other requiring three operations, and three months to 

^effect the cure. There are but few mothers, however, 

who, if the two plans of treatment were suggested to 

them, but would select the injection of the perchloride of 

iron, with the idea that the suffering, both to themselves 

and children, would be much less, to effect a permanent 

cure, than with the actual cautery. But, from the report 

of the two cases, it is evident that the sufferings in the 

case treated by the actual cautery was much less than by 

the injection of the styptic. My experience is that nine 

times out of ten we will have the above results. 

Case. V. — The son of Mr. S., of Fayette Co., eight years 
old, was brought to the city in 1869, to consult me in re- 
gard to a rather large, irregular and mixed naevus of the 
scalp, about the centre of the left parietal bone. He had 
had several hemorrhages, two of which were profuse. He 
had two or three ulcerated surfaces, one of which was the 
size of a half-dollar. The tumor was irregular in shape, 
the size of a turkey's egg or larger, with the irregnlar pro- 
jections. Two-thirds of the skin covering the tumor was 
involved in the disease. I decided to remove it with the 
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ligature, and as the tumor was oblong and irregular and 
the greater portfon of the skin involved, I used the cutane- 
ous ligature and made four segmAits. To do this, I armed 
a large curved needle with a double cprd, one black (made 
so by immersing it in ink), and the other white; after 
elevating the tumor, the needle was passed through the 
sound skin on one side, passing entirely beneath the tumor 
and out through the sound skin on the other side — passing 
the needle through at right-angles to the long axis of the 
tumor ; the needle with cords was passed through in this 
way three times, thus dividing the growth into four seg-» 
ments. On one side all the loops of the white cord were 
cut, and on the other side all the loops of the black cord 
were cut; each pair of white ends were now tied securely 
on one side, and each pair of black ends on the other side 
were securely tied in the same way; and thus the four 
segments were effectually strangulated. In a few days 
the strangulated mass sloughed without the loss of blood 
or other unpleasant symptoms, and the patient had a 
rapid and permanent recovery. 

The two following cases we have had illustrated by wood- 
cuts, taken from photographs, before and after the opera- 
tion, to show the enormous size and the hideous deformity 
which we sometimes have from this apparently trivial 
commencement — a little discolored spot, — and to show the 
possible beautiful results that may be obtained, even after 
such enormous growth, by one or more operations. 

Case VI. — June, 1859, Mr. H., of Gilmore County, con- 
sulted me in reference to his little daughter, thirteen months 
old. He gave me the following history : The child at birth 
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had a mother's-mark just over the eyebrow, about the size 
of a pea. For a time it remained stationary, but three or 
four months after birth Re noticed that it was growing — or 
swelling, as he expressed it; the growth was very slow up 
to three months ago, since which time it has been very 
rapid. Upon examination I found a tumor of large size, 
extending from an inch above the orbital process of the 
occipital bone, to a point on a line with the ala of the nose 
on the left side. From a superficial examination .it pre- 
sented the appearance as if the entire mass passed out of 
the orbital cavity. A careful examination, however, made 
it evident that the eye and its appendages were intact. 
The eye could not be seen but by elevating the sac, or 
bag-like tumor, suspended over the eye. I could force my 
finger up sufficiently to feel the ball and to determine that 
it was not involved, but was fully impressed at the time, 
that the entire upper lid was involved. There were two 
discolorated spots, about the size of a five-cent piece. 
After mature deliberation, I decided to attempt fo destroy 
this enormous subcutaneous net- work of vessels, by a suc- 
cession of operations with the actual cautery needles. One 
great object was to preserve the skin to the extent possible, 
and to attack the tumor by passing the needles through the 
discolored spots, which must necessarily be destroyed. 

The little patient was made insensible with chloroform, 
and, with needles at white-heat, I introduced eighteen or 
twenty through the discolorated spots into difierent parts 
of the tumor. By the constant application of cold water, 
by means of a pledget of lint, and an occasional anodyne, 
the child sufiered but very little, sleeping the greater 
portion of the time for twenty-four hours. Four other 
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operations, similar in character, were performed at in- 
tervals, of from six to twelve weeks. The result was all 
that I could have expected. TBe eye was perfect, and 
the only defect was the upper lid which was a little stiff, 
but without a careful examination could not be detected 
unless she closed her eyelids, when it was very percepti- 
ble. The cicatrices at the points where the needles were 
so frequently introduced — the discolorated points — dis- 
figured her to some extent. I proposed their removal, 
but the parents objected to the operation.* 

Case VII. — B. G., a colored man, of Clayton, Ala^ 
twenty years old, consulted me at the clinic of the At- 
lanta Medical College, in January, 1880, for an enormous 
naevus of -the upper lip. The history obtained from him 
was, that he had a lump, as he expressed it, and a dis- 
colored spot on his lip since his earliest recollection,, but 
just at what point it commenced he could not tell ; said 
that his mother told him he had a mark on his lip at birth. 
The extent and appearance presented by this enormous 
vascular tumor is better given by the wood-cuts. Figs. 1 
and 2, than I could possibly give by words. Fig. 1, as 
will be seen, is a front view, and shows that the tumor 
not only involves the entire upper lip, but extends up, 
under and above the ala of the nose, on the right side, 
under the septum, separating it from the vomer, and ex- 
tending from a-half to three-fourths of an inch in either 
nostril. The profile view, Fig. 2, was taken with a sup- 
port — a thin piece of wood — held between the teeth, and 

* As above stated, the photographs were sent to have wood-cuts to illustrate 
this case, but when they arrived they were so defective that I returned them 
with the hope of getting others, but, after waiting as long as the publication 
could be deferred, I am forced to go to press without them. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



206 Medical Association of Georgia. 

thus holding up the tumor that the entire bulk might l>e 
presented. Both show, in addition to the extensions above 
mentioned, an extension upon both sides of the cheek, 
some distance beyond the angles of the mouth. As can 
be readily seen from Fig. 2, he had several ulcerated 
points in different parts of the tumor, and also numerous 
cicatrices, the result of injuries received, and ulcers that 
had healed. He also stated that he had had innumefable 
hemorrhages, two of which were profuse — to the extent 
that, as he expressed it, " he bled to death " ; that in the 
last, which occurred two months before I saw^ him, he was 
unconscious for forty-eight hours. He presented himself 
for treatment, and was willing to submit to anything that 
promised a chance of relief. It was evident that he could 
not live a great while in the condition above described — 
perhaps the very next hemorrhage would prove fatal, and 
might take place any day. And, then, to anyone with 
ordinary sensibility, the great suffering from the numerous 
ulcerated points, the great difficulty, annoyance and pain 
in taking his food — there being a constant dribbling of a 
sero-sanguineous fluid — and above all, the hideous appear- 
ance presented, made life unendurable. 
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Fig. 1. 



N^vus— Cask ^^I.— Front View. 
(From a photograph.) 
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After deciding to operate, the next question was, what 
operation or operations -would most safely fill the first and 
great consideration — save the life of the poor sufferer ; 
and, secondly, that would make him most presentable 
after saving his life. I decided to attempt to enucleate 
the mass ; not that I expected to remove all the diseased 
vessels, but to the extent practicable. In looking at the 
front view, Kg. 1, it will be seen that there was a con- 
siderable portion of the skin covering tunjor — more on 
the left than the right, as shown in the wood-cut — that 
was comparatively healthy, that although it was studded 
with diseased and discolorated points, still I thought it 
could be made serviceable in arresting hemorrhage in an 
emergency, and possible be of use later in the formation 
of a lip. In profile view, Fig. 2, it can be seen that the 
mucous membrane presented a similar condition. In pre- 
paring for the operation, I had everything in readiness to 
meet any emergency: a fuU set of actual cautery irons — 
from needles up, and so arranged that I could have them 
at any desired heat ; any quantity of well-prepared lint, 
saturated with the muriated tincture of iron; ligatures, 
sutuBes, etc., etc. Upon a careful examination it was 
found that while the veins predominated in the tumor, 
there were numerous tortuous arteries losing themselves , 
in the mass of vessels. The coronary arteries on either 
side were more than twice their normal size. Feeling 
that no operation could be performed without the greatest 
risk, unless the supply of blood from these arteries could 
be controlled, I procured a clamp, one for both sides, by 
which the circulation in these arteries could, to a very 
great extent, be under the control of an assistant. 

(27) 
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After eveiy detail was arranged, the patient was par- 
tially etherised, and placed in a semi-reclining posture; 
the clamps were applied, and placed under the control 
of an assistant, whose duty it was to keep them in posi- 
tion and suflBciently tight to control the circulation of the 
superior coronary arteries. With a knife and a strong 
pair of curved scissors, I now rapidly enucleated the tumor 
in mass. When I say " enucleated the tumor,'' it is not 
strictly true, as much of the diseased mass was left, but the 
great bulk was removed, leaving two flaps — one made by 
cutting the mass from the skin, and the other from the mu- 
cous membrane. The projections of the tumor under the 
alee, the vomer and vicinity, as well as the lateral project- 
ions in the cheeks, were left; and when the section was 
made, notwithstanding the fact that the corollary arteries 
were compressed, the hemorrhage was profuse. The flaps 
were separated by an assistant, and the actual cautery was 
applied to the portion of the tumor left, with the hope of 
arresting the profuse hemorrhage. Frequent applications 
of the actual cautery were made, and although the arteries 
were still compressed by the clamps the hemorrhage con- 
tinued. Having failed with the red-hot iron to stay the'^flow 
of blood, I filled and packed the space between the two flaps, 
or skin and mucous membrane, with lint saturated with 
the muriated tincture of iron, and rapidly and securely 
brought the edges of the flaps together with the continuous 
suture. After inspecting carefully the stump, as I called 
it, which was now with the lint more than one-third the 
size of the original tumor, adding an occasional stitch to 
make it more secure, I removed the clamps, and I am sure 
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Fig. 2. 



Njbvts — Case vii. — ^Pbofile View. 
(From a photograph.) 
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the blood lost after packing it did not amount to as much 
as half an ounce. 

While the loss of blood during the operation was con- 
siderable, still it was not so much as I feared would be 
lost. He came out of the operation with pretty fair pulse 
and in every particular much better than expected. Four 
days after the operation I removed the lint without hemor- 
rhage, cleansed the wound with carbolic acid, leaving 
the flaps alone. Twelve days after the first operation, I 
again etherised the patient, and with a number of stout 
strong needles, the size of a shoemaker's awl, I thoroughly 
destroyed all that portion of the vascular mass left from 
the first operation. The needles 'were passed under the 
alae of the nose, the vomer, in fact eyery point where I 
could detect the disease. The needles were in every in- 
stance introduced between the flaps, and even where the 
flaps were punctured it was from the incised side. There 
was rather more hemorrhage in this operation than is usual 
withlhe needles ; to the extent did it bleed, that I packed 
it as before, not however closing the flaps, but making two 
or three sutures to hold the lint in position. The flaps, and 
surrounding diseased tissue, had, in seven weeks after the 
first operation, 'greatly contracted; to the extent had the 
disease been relieved that ^ few days later, seven weeks and 
a-half after the first operation, the third and last operation 
was performed. The shape and appearance of the upper 
lip at this time was remarkable. It presented the appear- 
ance of anything but a lip. With a sharp knife the skin 
was detached from the malar bone, from the ala of the left 
side and vomer, and the incision so made that when brought 
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together we had the result represented by Fig. 3. As will 
be seen in this wood-cut, it was necessary to extend the 
incision into the nasal cavity, excising a portion of skin 
and mucous membrane. The patient was suflBciently re- 
covered to leave for his home ten days after the last oper- 
ation. 

Case VIII.— In July, 1880, 1 was consulted by Mr. B., 
of Troup County, in reference to his daughter, six or seven 
years of age. At birth her mother informed me that she 
had the discolorated marks the size of a five-cent piece, on 
the right labium majus. For several years she detected no 
change, but for the past two or three years they had been 
growing more or less rapidly. I found upon examination, 
the discolorated spots as large as a quarter of a dollar, with a 
^^ery extensive vascular tumor, involving the entire labium 
msgus and the upper portion of the labium minus extend- 
ing out towards the groin down into the perineum to near 
the anus, and extending out to the border of the muscles. 
As the father lived some distance from the city, and being a 
man of very limited means, he insisted that if possible, he 
very much desired that the cure should be effected at one 
operation. The little girl was etherised, and with a suflS- 
cient number of needles, about the size of a shoemaker's 
sewing awl, so arranged that one or two could be kept 
at white- heat, the operation was commenced. Every 
portion of the tumor was attacked ; the number of times 
the needles were introduced into the vascular mass, it is 
impossible to say, but several who witnessed the operation 
say that there* were between ninety and one hundred punc- 
tures. To save the skin to the extent possible, I sometimes 
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Fig. 3. 



N^vus — Case tii. — ^Afteb Qpebation. 
(From a photograph.) 
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introduced from ten to fifteen needles through the same 
puncture in the skin, passing them in different directions 
after entering the tumor. I have never seen the patient 
since the operation, but learn that she had a rather exten- 
sive suppuration, lasting for three weeks or more, and that 
she is entirely relieved of the vascular growth. 

I could give many other cases of like character, but the 
above are sufficient to illustrate the principle that I so 
much desire to impress — that is, that just so soon as it has 
been determined that the naevus, however small, is increas- 
ing in size, we should immediately adopt active measures 
to destroy it. To temporize and delay action, will be doing 
our patients great ipjustice, as is fully demonstrated by the 
above reported cases. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON NECROLOGY. 



Your Committee feel it to be eminently proper that with 
each succeeding volume of Transactions of our Association 
we should continue to publish the roll of our honored dead, 
as a feeble tribute to their memory. And in transferring 
these names to this sacred roll, we offer the following res- 
olutions : 

Resolved^ That in this sad bereavement we bow in humble 
submission to the inscrutable dealings of an All- wise Prov- 
idence ; and that in the death of Dr. W. J. Harrell, of 
Bainbridge ; Dr. John B. Hendrick, of Covington ; Dr. R. 
J. Bruce, of Thomasville ; Dr. J. C. Habersham and Dr. 
Easton Yonge, of Savannah; and Dr. Robert Irvine, of 
Augusta, — this Association has lost some of its most able 
and valuable members. 

Resolved^ That we will endeavor to imitate their illus- 
trious characters, their hightoned deportment, and their 
devotion to duty. 

Resolved^ That the unfeigned sympathies of this Asso- 
ciation be tendered their bereaved families. 
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W. J. HAKRELL, M.D. 

It is the sad and painful duty of th^ Committee on 
Necrology to come before this honorable body with its 
report clothed in mourning. Since our last annual convo- 
cation, the grim monster that wasteth at noonday has 
entered our ranks, and with his cruel scythe has cut down 
some of our worthy and valuable members. 

Dr. W. J. Harrell, of Bainbridge, was with us at our last 
meeting, at Augusta, in aU the bloom of U young and vig- 
orous manhood ; and to-day, while we eiyoy each other's 
smiles and happy greetings, he sleeps in the cold and 
cheerless grave. His death adds another name to the 
long list of honored and devoted martyrs, who offered his 
life upon the altar of humanity, and died battling for the 
relief of his suffering fellow-men. We learn that exposure 
to severe vicissitudes of weather, prosecuting the arduous 
duties of his profession while he was unwell, superinduced 
a severe meningitis which terminated in his death. 

Dr. Harrell was born in Decatur County, on the 8th of 
June, 1848, and at the time of his death was thirty-two 
years, seven months, and twenty-three days old. He 
received his literaty education at Washington College, 
Lexington, Va., and graduated in medicine at Jefferson 
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Medical College, at what precise date we have not been 
able to learn. 

It is said by those who knew him best, that Dr. Harrell 
was in every sense the highest type of a professional gen- 
tleman. Since our acquaintance with him, as a member 
of our Association, he has adorned his profession by a 
hightoned deportment, and acceptably good behavior. As 
a citizen, he was said to have been progressive, enterpris- 
ing and public spirited : that these several qualities were 
fully recognized umong the people with whom he lived, 
his election to the mayoralty of Bainbridge for four suc- 
cessive terms, abundantly proves. 

It is an inscrutable Providence to us, why one so young, 
80 popular, and so useful, should be taken away in the 
prime and bloom of his life. But knowing that God is too 
good to do wrong, and too wis^ to err, we submit to His 
decree. 
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JOHN B. HENDRICK, M.D. 



It is also the sad duty of your Committee to report the 
de^th of our brother, Dr. John B. Hendrick, of Covington, 
which occurred in the present year. And we beg leave 
to acknowledge our indebtedness to Dr. Henry Gaither, 
of Oxford, Ga., for the following beautiful tribute to the 
memory of Dr. Hendrick ; though brief, it is so expressive 
that we have decided to submit it in Dr. Gaither's own 
language, as being more significant than we could put it, 
even though we consumed pages. 

Dr. Gaither writes as follows : I have known Dr. John 
B. Hendrick long and intimately ; have been often asso- 
ciated with him in the treatment of many difficult and 
dangerous cases; and have found him eminently judicious 
and skillful. He was just and honorable in his dealings 
with men, and an example worthy of imitation in his in- 
tercourse with professional brethren. He was forgetful of 
self in his absorbing interest in his patients. I never 
knew a more cautious and prudent physician, or a more 
unselfish and sympathizing friend. His place will be 
hard to fill, and his memory will be long embalmed in the 
hearts of his patients and friends. 
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R. J. BRUCE, M.D. 

Dr. R. J. Bruce was born in North Carolina, September 
17th, 1817, and was drowned in a ravine within the cor- 
porate limits of Thomasville, Georgia, during a dark and 
stormy night, May 22d, 1880. 

Dr. Bruce, after receiving a common school education, 
commenced the study of medicine, and attended lectures 
at Transylvania University when the celebrate Dudley 
and his bright galaxy of able co-professors had elevated 
that school to the zenith of its justly entitled fame. He 
commenced practice in Stewart County, Ga., where he 
remained a year, and then came to Thomasville. Here he 
acquired a fair business, and at the end of six years he 
visited Europe and the hospitals in Paris. Returning 
home, he located in Marsfield, Louisiana. After a few 
years he returned to Thomas\alle, where he continued in 
active practice until the day of his untimely death. In 
July, 1852, Dr. Bruce was united in marriage to Miss 
Mitchell, of Thomas County, by whom he had a daughter 
and two sons. His eldest son, Dr. W. W. Bruce, is now a 
promising physician in Thomasville. The doctor was not 
only an experienced physician, but a surgeon of no ordin- 
ary ability, and had his educational advantages been equal 
to his native ability his name would have been recorded 
upon the list of distinguished surgeons. 

T. S. Hopkins. 
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JOSEPH CLAY HABERSHAM, M.D. 

Dr. Joseph C. Habersham, of Savannah, died on the 
17th of January, 1881. 

[The following report and resolutions are from the min- 
utes of the local Medical Society of Savannah, and were 
presented by a committee consisting of Drs. J. C. LeHardy, 
R. P. Myers and T. J. Charlton. For a copy of the record 
in regard to this and the succeeding notice, we are indebt- 
ed to Dr. J. Weichselbaum, Recording Secretary of that 
Society.] 

It is the painful duty of this Committee to report to 
your Society the death of our fellow-member, Dr. Haber- 
sham, who has just been taken away from us in the prime 
of manhood. He, whom for so many years we were ac- 
customed to see sitting at our weekly gatherings; he, 
whom we have honored by selecting him for our Presi- 
dent, — is gone, and his place will know him no more. 

His quiet and Christianlike life was marked by great 
devotion to the duties of his profession, and by his unre- 
mitting efforts to elevate the standard of medical ethics. 
Sensitive on all points of honor, he scorned and manfully 
discountenanced any degrading or dubious action ; and 
though entitled by birth and by a thorough medical edu- 
cation to be in the foremost ranks, he moved unostenta- 
tiously among his acquaintances and patients, and has left 
in their recollection a pleasing and lasting impression. 
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He had the affection of a large circle of family and 
friends ; and the depth of afliiction caused by his death 
can only be estimated by the monument of aflFectionate 
devotion that crowned his last sufferings. 

Dr. Joseph Clay Habersham, son of Dr. J. C. Habersham, 
grandson of Major John Habersham, of the Continental 
Army, and great grandson of Governor James Habersham, 
one of the first settlers of this State, — was born in Savan- 
nah, October, 9th, 1829. He studied his profession in 
Harvard Medical College, where he graduated in May, 
1853. 

Returning to his native home, he entered immediately 
the field of professional usefulness. In 1857, he married 
Miss Mary Ann Stiles, daughter of Joseph Stiles, Esq., of 
Savannah. In 1861, during the civil war, he offered his 
services to the Confederate Government, was made a full 
Surgeon, and in that capacity held various posts of trust 
and importance. At the termination of the contest, he 
again resumed the duties of his profession, and has been 
actively and successfully engaged until his last illness. 
In 1866, he was elected Vice-President of the Medical 
Association of the State of Georgia. He was elected 
President of this Society in 1876. 

In 1870, the city authorities selected him to fill the im- 
portant oflSce of Health Officer, which position he held 
until 1875. In 1876, he remained faithful to his post, and 
was ever ready to heed and alleviate the cry of his afflict- 
ed feUow-citizens, during the direful scourge which deci- 
mated our city during that summer. In 1878, he was 
again selected to fill the position of Health Officer, and 
he held the office until 1880. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



228 Medical Association of Georgia. 

Resolved^ That while we bow with submission to the 
decree of Providence, it is with sincere grief; and that in 
our hearts we will ever cherish with kindly aflFection and 
esteem the memory of our departed brother. 

Resolved^ That a page in our book of minutes be set 
apart to his memory, and inscribed with his name. 

Resolved^ That a copy of this report and resolutions be 
sent to his bereaved family, together with our heartfelt 
condolence, and that the same be published in the Morning 
News. 



EASTON YONGE, M.D. 

Dr. Easton Yonge, of Savannah, died on the 15th of 
February, 1880. 

[While it is regretted that a more minute biographical 
sketch has not been obtained in time for publication, the 
following preamble and resolutions — from the minutes of 
the local Medical Society of Savannah — are here inserted 
in lieu thereof; the report having been presented by a 
Committee of that body, consisting of Drs. W. Duncan, J. 
C. Habersham and W. H. ElUott.] 

Your Colnmittee appointed to draft resolutions, appro- 
priate to the occasion of the death of Dr. Easton Yonge, 
beg leave to submit the following report : 

Dr. Yonge was esteemed as a gentleman of liberal and 
extended views, combined with superior literary attain- 
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ments, which were acquired through years of study and 
application. 

As a physician, professional integrity characterized him 
in his daily intercourse ; added to which, he possessed con- 
servation of principles, which rendered his judgment sound 
and of much value. 

As a member of this Society, he bore a conspicuous 
and prominent part in bringing about and cementing the 
union and fraternal feeling which has for so long a period 
existed among its members. 

As a mark of the esteem and appreciation in which he 
has been held, the following resolutions are offered : 

Resolved^ That in the death of Dr. Yonge this Society 
is called upon to mourn the loss of a valuable member, 
whose life and example contributed materially to the 
dignity of the profession. 

Resolved^ That as a body we tender to his bereaved 
family our warmest sympathies. 

Resolved^ That the foregoing preamble and resolutions 
be spread upon the minute book of this Society, and also 
published in the gazettes of the city. 
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ROBERT IRVINE, D.D., M.D. 



**AND LUKB, THE BBLOYBD PHT8ICU.M." 



In the archives of medical biography are to be found 
many illustrious examples of distinguished men, claimed 
by us. with pride while living and honored after death, 
whose lives had been devoted to other pursuits, and the 
record of whose chief prominence and usefulness had been 
made in other paths than those of the Healing Art. 

Both from the living and the dead many honored names 
rise now to our memory, like witnesses coming forward to 
testify to the truth of this assertion : — Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, the poet, and the philosopher as well, of every 
household ; J. G. Holland, the author of " Kathrina," and 
one of the leading litterateurs of the present time, — ^be- 
sides many others in both belles-lettres and science, — were 
each of them early devoted to medicine. They gained 
their first sturdiness in her nursery, each learning to soar 
on wings of inspiration that had been plumed in the nest 
of his medical Alma Mater. 

But, as more pertinent to this occasion, and as an in- 
stance familiar to the present auditory, let us refer to one 
who long ago went out from our very midst — from the 
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circle of the most active members of this Association — 
the Rt. Rev. Charles Todd Quintard, M.D., D.D., LL.D., 
Episcopal Bishop of Tennessee. Some few, perhaps 
even now sitting here, can remember him well, as, 
nearly thirty years ago, an active, devoted and fellowly 
member of this Association, — as taking part in our delib- 
erations, as joining in our discussions, leading our standing 
committees, and gaining our cordial suffrages to offices of 
high trust and honor. He was first our Secretary, and 
afterwards a Vice-President of this Association. 

Looking down the dim vista of the distant and shadowy 
Past, the gigantic shades of many mighty men pass ma- 
•jestically before our eyes, whom we claim for our brother- 
hood, though on the world's wide stage their role had be^ 
far different from that of the medical practitioner. Hoiw 
plainly and approvingly was our profession signalized and 
perpetuated in one who had come out of our ranks, when 
by the pen of inspiration the tender appellative was given, 
" Luke, the beloved Physician " ! * 

" Nullum quod tetigit non omavit^^'* was the highest 
praise which the most profound and yet the most chary of 
English critics could bestow upon the loveliest of English 
poets. " The Traveller," " The Deserted Village," " The 
Vicar of Wakefield," and his inimitable essays and com- 
edies, have given to Oliver Goldsmith the place he must 
forever hold in the hearts and homes of succeeding gen- 
erations, as well as in the temple of Fame. We still take 
care, however, never to forget that he, who " wrote like an 
angel " — who, " whether moving to laughter or to tears, 
was ever the powerful and gentle ruler of the passions," 
began his intellectual life by being rocked in the cradle. 
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of the medical profession. We read with pride this 
chaste and classic Latin, prepared by Dr. Samuel Johnson 
for his monument ; for, while it records him " Poeta et 
HistoricuB^^ it perpetuates " Physicua " also, as an equally 
important element in his triplicate grandeur.* 

Multitudes of these master-spirits, living and dead, 
varied like the flowers of earth, and differing in magni- 
tude like the stars of heaven, have given, and continue 
by their writings to give, light and happiness to genera- 
tions now and yet to come. Among them we find good, 
quaint, old Sir Thomas Brown, with his " Beli^io Medici ;" 
and that other and later Dr. Brown, with his " Ilorce Sub- 
secivoB ; '' and Charles Lever, " the Mad Doctor," writing a 
profound treatise at one time, and " Charles O'Malley " at 
another ; — all maintaining, through medicine and other cog- 
nate studies in which they were engaged, a common, but 
in some cases an ill-assorted and varying, aflinity with such 
illustrious names as McCosh, Paley, Goethe and Sweden- 
borg, — and with Agassiz, Owen, Darwin and Huxley ; — 
these last, profound philosophers in animal classification 
and in morphology — the most abstruse problems in the 
science of life. 

But grandest and most wonderful of them all, is the 
bfeloved master and friend of the subject of our sketch, at 
whose feet he sat, like Paul at the feet of Gamaliel : — ^loom- 
ing up from the mists of the not very' recent past, we re- 
cognize the grand proportions of Sir William Hamilton, 
the greatest of the magnificent line of Scotch philoso- 
phers. While awed by the grandeur of his mighty shade, 

* While the writer is aware that •* physicus " here might be broadlj 
rendered, *' naturalist," it comprehends also the specific application, **p%- 
Hcidn." 
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and filled with admiration for the wisdom and compre- 
hensiveness of his profound philosophy, we are thrilled 
with pride and affection that he, too, like ourselves, began 
life and — as everywhere his illustrations show — began his 
learning to thinks under the tutelage and guidance of the 
medical profession. 

A host of other distinguished names, both dead and liv- 
ing, could be enumerated, who, as we have said, while 
claimed by us as physicians, have yet become better known 
in other departments of literature, science and philosophy. 

Nearly allied, though in contrast rather than in simili- 
tude to this class, was the subject of the present sketch. 
Each one of the others, from the least to the greatest, 
began life, it is true, with the medical profession ; pursued 
it for a while, and was then attracted into other walks, — 
in which becoming distinguished, they cast back a reflect- 
ed light upon the pathways they had been earlier wont to 
tread. With him, it was far different. Already illustrious, 
and bearing with him a name and an escutcheon familiar 
and honored over two continents, yet his thirst for know- 
ledge, his admiration for our methods of investigation, his 
full and unqualified endorsement of our ethics, and his 
profound love and sympathy with us in the noble charity 
and benevolence of our calling — long more or less familiar 
to him by frequent partnership with us in the common 
cause of Humanity — constrained him, late in life, to pur- 
sue medicine as a study, to fully identify himself with us, 
to claim fellowship, and to gain full recognition in our 
brotherhood. With him the love of the medical sciences 
seemed innate, and his devotion to their studies and pur- 
suits, and the eiyoyment of the companionships they gave 

(80) 
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him, made for him a most happy but a hidden and unsus- 
pected world — recognized only by those who met him on 
their common pathway. 

While rich and luminous illustrations taken from bio- 
logic science would often surprise his hearers, by the 
familiarity with medical lore exhibited in the adornment 
of his wonderful pulpit eloquence, he was never a pedant 
or a babbler of technicalities. "The meekness of wis- 
dom " was ever to be recognized in his conversation. It 
was adverse to his nature to assume the office of medical 
adviser, or to become the endorser of any medical " ism " 
or patent remedy or nostrum. He was ever strictly loyal 
to the profession he so much admired, and no one engaged 
in it, even as an avocation, could more jealously have 
guarded its honor, or more promptly have resented disre- 
spect to the calling he loved. He ever claimed for our 
profession the exalted dignity, and for its members the 
high position of being co-workers with his Divine Master, 
'' the Great Physician." 

In his life as a clergyman, residing often in large cities, 
it was ever his delight to join unobtrusively the medical 
classes in their walks through the hospitals, listening to 
clinical lectures, and witnessing with deep interest the 
operations of some of the most distinguished men in our 
profession. It was thus he became the friend and admirer 
of Sir James Y. Simpson, and of his nephew, Alexander 
Russell Simpson, whom he afterwards called upon in Edin- 
burgh, and by whom he was received and treated with the 
most friendly courtesy and distinguished respect. While 
pastor in Philadelphia, the lectures and brilliant opera- 
tions of Professor Samuel D. Gross were often attended 
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by him, and his deep interest and accurate recollection of 
hospital scenes, both in Edinburgh and Philadelphia, were 
often the subject of surprise to his friends — as he would 
graphically dwell upon the incidents so unusual in the 
experience of a divine. 

From an early period of his residence in Augusta, and 
of his pastoral charge of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Dr. Irvine was, by the cordial invitation of the Faculty, a 
frequent visitor and attendant upon the lectures and clin- 
ical exercises of the Medical Department of the Univer- 
sity of Georgia. So deeply interested did he become 
through this occasional listening, that he determined, in 
the fall of 1878, to begin a regular attendance upon the 
lectures, and to complete the full course necessary to ob- 
tain the degree of Doctor of Medicine. His attendance, 
though often interrupted by the duties of his pastorate 
and the care of his large congregation, was surprisingly 
regular during the two years of his " life as a medical 
student." He evidently keenly enjoyed this period of 
pupilage as a revival of past days, and as the renewal of 
habits, exercises and associations long laid aside but ever 
remembered with pleasure. With the spirit of a true 
collegian, did he enter into his work. With all the mne- 
monic arts and appliances of a practised and life-long 
student and collector of data^ did his mind register, retain, 
correlate and master, every fact, principle and argument 
that fell upon his ear. 

His power of concentration, his imperturbable attention, 
hfs miraculous comprehension and thorough taking-in of 
all that was said, made him a wonder to the lecturers as 
well as to those he delighted, in his esprit de corpa^ to call 
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his " fellow-students." He, the ripe scholar, the erudite 
and expert critic, the practised logician, the profound 
thinker and splendid pulpit orator, — ^had found a new 
field to cultivate — a new world to conquer! And well 
did he lay himself out for the work in hand. His sturdy 
and commanding figure, as he moved among the striplings 
or as he sat upon the benches, with his pocketful of note- 
books for stenographic record of the lectures, was the ob- 
ject of special and kindly interest to every one. 

His genial, simple and companionly manners, his hearty 
Irish humor and good nature, won upon his young associ- 
ates, while his purity of life and conversation, and his 
devout character, made him everywhere an object of pro- 
found respect and confidence. To each lecturer his pres- 
ence was a grateful stimulus. Each felt there was before 
him at least one auditor who could comprehend and ap- 
preciate the most abstruse problems of his department, — 
one who, though indeed an intellectual giant himself, and 
a dreaded lion in polemic debate, was yet, in his present 
humble search after truth, so deferential, so gentle and so 
meek, that even a little child could lead him in the un- 
wonted path, which from love he was pursuing. 

After more than two years of such diligent study and 
attendance upon lectures — taken upon himself con amove 
as an additional labor to the enormous work, pulpit and 
pastoral, of a large and exacting congregation, — ^Dr. Irvine, 
in all seriousness and good faith, formally applied for the 
examination, conditioning, ordinarily, the degree of Doctor 
of Medicine. No member of the Faculty ever thought for 
a moment of subjecting him to the ordeal of a formal 
examination, which he undoubtedly would have passed 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Memoir of Dr, Irvine— H. F. Campbell 237 

most creditably. It was with diflSculty that an intimate 
friend could convince him — such was his modesty, and so 
entirely had his expectations overlooked such a testim<ni- 
ial, — that the Jionorary degree was well deserved by him, 
more appropriate, and more in accordance with the wishes 
of the Faculty. This honorary degree was conferred upon 
him in the forty-eighth Session of the Medical College of 
Georgia, at the annual commencement in March, 1880. 

In April of the same year, he made formal application 
for membership, and was unanimously elected a member 
of the Medical Association of Georgia. Many will re- 
member the surprise pervading the large assembly of 
members and invited guests, when it was announced from 
the Chair, that ^' the Rev. Dr. Irvine, a member of this 
Association, will open the first session of the meeting with 
prayer." Many will remember his appropriate and fer- 
vent petition, his constant and punctual attendance, and 
his interested attention given to the reading of the papers, 
and to the discussions during the sessions of the three days' 
meeting in Augusta. 

He loved the profession with which he had aflUiated his 
own sacred calling, he thirsted for the unfailing springs of 
knowledge it opened to him, and his great mind rejoiced 
in the boundless fields of investigation and of thought 
thus laid out before him, as well as in the exhaustless 
sources of powerful illustration he knew so well how to 
utilize, in forwarding the momentous work of his Divine 
Master. 

Still, as yet sketching only a portion of the medical 
element incorporated in the life of this most extraordin- 
ary man — some idea of the uses tft which he was in the 
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practice of putting his acquired knowledge, together with 
some insight into the origin of his love and admiration for 
our profession, may be gained by a brief reference to one 
of his sermons. Though, indeed, most striking in the 
power and aptness of its illustration, it is but one of many, 
from which equally forcible figures could be^drawn. The 
sermon is entitled, " One Body " ; — the text being the first 
four words of Ephesians iv. 4 : " There is one body, and 
one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your 
calling : " 

" The human body is a wonderful piece of mechanism. 
* I will praise Thee,' says the Psalmist, David, ' for I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made.' Do we wonder that Dr. 
Paley, at the age of forty years, left his rich Rectory in 
England and went to the medical college, where he spent 
three years of a valuable life in the anatomical class and 
dissecting-rooms, examining the structure of the human 
frame, that he might give the world a treatise on Natural 
Theology, — the bulk of his argument resting upon the 
.evidence of wisdom^ power and goodness^ displayed in the 
structure of the material body of man ? " 

" An eminent burgeon has said, ' I will tell you some- 
thing about yourself,' and here is that something: — 

*Atthe age of fifteen years, you have 200 bones in your body; 
you have 500 muscles ; your blood weighs about 15 pounds ; 
your heart is five inches in length by three inches in breadth ; 
it beats 70 times each minute, 4,200 times each hour, 100,800 
a day, or 36,722,200 times each year. At each beat a little 
over two ounces of blood is thrown out of it ; each day, your 
heart receives and discharges about seven tons of blood. Your 
lungs contain about one gallon of air, and you inhale 24,000 
gallons each day. The aggregate surface of the air-cells of 
your lungs, supposing them spread out, exceeds 20,000 square 
inches. The weight of your brain is about three pounds; at 
ftill manhood, it may i^igh some ounces more. Four nerves 
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exceed 10,000 in number; your skin is composed of three layers, 
and varies from one-eighth to one-quarter of an inch in thick- 
ness. The area of your skin is about 1,700 square inches, and 
you are subjected to an atmospheric pressure of 15 lbs. to the 
square inch. Each square inch of your skin contains about 
3,500 perspiratory tubes or pores, each of which may be re- 
garded as a little drain-tile of about a quarter of an inch in 
length, and the entire surface of your body 201,166 feet, or a 
tile-ditch for draining the humdu body of noxious humors of 
about forty miles in length.' 

" Such is the human body ; and this grand piece of ma- 
chinery is used by the apostle as a figure by which to ex- 
hibit the Church of Christ. It is made up of the aggregate 
of individual organs and members, each member fulfilling 
some important function in the economy of human life — 
each member in its place, and each performing some 

requisite office. For we are many members in one , 

body, as we being many are one in Christ." 

From the above it may be well imagined how this bril- 
liant mind, having fastened upon such scientific facts as 
by affinity, and ingeniously selecting the appropriate text, 
would, in its abounding wealth of thought, and in its 
unlimited power of application, present, in graphic clear- 
ness, a picture — and conjure, as by magic, a spell, out of 
the most startling and convincing comparisons. From a 
collection of over two thousand sermons, many such evi- 
dences of the high value he placed upon medical knowl- 
edge as a means of illustration, could be presented. 

But it is our object at this time to present only the 
relations which the life of our subject bore to Medicine. 
From other and abler sources we prefer to collate the 
incidents of his clerical and religious life, and, from these, 
to give some idea of that untiring pastoral labor — uninter- 
rupted even for a day during forty-two years, — and of the 
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surpassing pulpit eloquence, which has made his name 
illustrious everywhere in the annals of church and pulpit 
history of his time, — placing it, as will be seen, by the side 
of Henry Cooke, Alexander King and Archbishop Richard 
Whately. 

As the uncultivated ear often fails to appreciate or to 
interpret into music, the notes attuned to highest culture ; 
so, common and coarser natures fail to recognize in man 
the godlike attributes which stamp him with divinity. 
In music, and in human character alike, enlightenment 
and refinement are ever advantageous to a clear recog- 
nition and to a proper appreciation of their sublimest 
and most exquisite tones. Only those who have lived 
and energized in the same sacred sphere, and who 
have known him from the beginning, can tell us who 
have known him but towards the end, how noble 
and how grand has been the music of that entire 
life, a single strain and episode of which we have but 
poorly succeeded in only faintly rendering. We recognize 
it all as familiar and true, when told of his warm and sym- 
pathizing tenderness ; of his ingenuous confidence in all 
who professed for him friendship ; his touching and ap- 
pealing childlike simplicity; his never-failing gratitude 
for the smallest kindness ; and his ever- ready forgiveness 
of wrong or injury. All have felt the sway of his courtly 
and genial manners, of his cordial jocund humor which 
won, and of his loving kindness and truth which bound to 
him forever all generous hearts. 

But from his confreres only can we fully learn his life- 
long indomitable energy, his self-sacrificing devotion — even 
to martyrdom, his abounding charity, his comprehensive 
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benevolence, his strict integrity, his spotless life as a man 
and his grandeur as a minister. By them can still better 
be appreciated and applauded his profound theological 
wisdom, and his vast and encyclopedic culture in letters, 
in arts, and in science. These made his simple presence a 
very school of learning, and gave to his conversation an 
ever-enlightening glow of intellectual effulgence. 

When to the above strictly private and personal attri- 
butes, the obliteration of which, by his death, has left a 
vast void in his community and ih the State, hourly felt 
and never to be filled, are added, his incomparable pastoral 
qualifications; his indomitable energy in the cause of 
missions and in the extension of Christian influences; his un- 
sleeping interest in, and labor in behalf of. Sabbath schools ; 
the magnetic attraction he had for, and the influence over 
children and the young ; and above all, when we remem- 
ber his divine gift of prayer — hope-inspiring and solac- 
ing, his wonderful pulpit eloquence, whose echoes — as, 
pausing to listen — we can almost now hear ringing in our 
ears — persuasive, argumentative, convincing, — profoundly 
absorbing the attention, inspiring the mind, and satisfying 
the soul, — how truly and appropriately may we exclaim, 
" Know ye not that there is a prince and a great man 
fallen this day in Israel ! " 

But we turn now to his life's record, as it may be gath- 
ered from the several eloquent and loving discourses pro- 
nounced by some of the most distinguished and able 
divines in our own country and the British Provinces. 
Widespread must have been the grief, and profound and 
canonizing the love, when from distant pulpits — like a 
wail — were echoed back across the continent, the lamenta- 
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tion and the eulogy, absorbing and softening, as one heart, 
the multitude reverentially gathered round his sacred bier! 

Principally from the three following excellent discourses 
delivered shortly after his death, we are enabled to present, 
in brief, some of the more important events of Dr. Irvine's 
life : — First, that of the Rev. John Jones, D.D., of Atlanta, 
pronounced, at his burial, in the First Presbyterian Church 
of Augusta, Georgia, and published in the Chronicle and 
Constitutionalist^ of April 12th, 1881 ; secondly, the ser- 
mon of Rev. James Benriet, D.D., in St. John Presbyterian 
Church, New Brunswick, and published in the Weekly 
Telegraphy of May 4th, 1881 ; and thirdly, the sermon of 
Rev. D. M. Maclise, D.D., more fully biographical in its 
scope, delivered in Calvin Church, St. John, New Bruns- 
wick, April 25th, 1881, and published in pamphlet form, 
^^ at the request of many of the friends of the deceased 
pastor." 

And, besides these beautiful discourses, from the religi- 
ous and from the secular press ; from sessions and ecclesi- 
astical bodies ; from societies and by private letters, there 
came the universal expression of sorrow, to signalize so 
great a loss. But more significant still of his goodness 
and his faithfulness, there came, too, the swelling gratitude 
and sympathy from the big common heart of the common 
People. This welled up now in memories of charities 
and kindnesses ; of fervent prayers by the bed of languish- 
ing ; of tears mingled with their own in sorrow ; and, in 
their darkest days, of a cheering, hopeful voice, and of an 
eye looking upward, and of a hand pointing heavenward I 

Rev. Robert Irvine, D.D., M.D., was born September 
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15th, 1814^ near Saintfield, County Down, Ireland. " From 
childhood, he had the great advantage and high privilege 
of a most excellent home and of a moral and religious 
training." From an early age, he manifested greal intel- 
lectual aptitude and mental capacity. After thorough 
training, he entered Belfast Royal College. '^ Receiving 
honors in many of the classes, he passed through the under- 
graduate course and then went to Glasgow University, 
where he took an extra session. At that time the fame of 
the University of Edinburgh, as a place affording the 
highest advantages for the training of theological students, 
was very great, on account of the eloquent and profound 
teachings of Rev. Thomas Chalmers, D.D., and other great 
and good men associated with him." Among these also 
at that time was Sir WiUiam Hamilton, holding the Chair 
of Logic and in the zenith of his reputation, as author and 
reviewer and the recognized leader of the Scotch school of 
philosophy, if not of speculative science in Europe. '^This 
attracted young Irvine, as it did many others, to that fam- 
ous school of learning, and there he laid the foundation of 
the structure of his theological life, broad and deep." 

Having received his diploma at Edinburgh, he was li- 
censed to preach, at about the age of 27 years, by the Pres- 
bytery of Comber, in 1841. He was called at once and 
settled over the large and important Presbyterian congre- 
gation of Ballynahinch, near the place where he was born 
and brought up. He here labored with zeal and efficiency, 
endearing himself to all classes and largely increasing and 
improving the congregation, by the employment of his 
great and growing powers, in their moral and spiritual edi- 
fication. 
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Having continued at Ballynahinch for about three years, 
in 1 843 what is known as " the Disruption" took place in the 
Church of iScotland, a large miyority coming out under the 
leadership of Dr. Ohalnaers and forming the Free Church. 
The great missionary zeal growing out of this movement 
in 1843, seems to have ^- had much to do with bringing the 
Rev. Robert Irvine to this land." 

In accordance with the " disruption " idea, a number of 
people had separated themselves in the city of St. John, 
New Brunswick, from the congregation, which continued 
to hold relation with. the Church of Scotland. These had 
formed themselves into another congregation, named the 
St. John Presbyterian Church. In 1844, a committee was 
sent by this infant congregation to select a pastor from the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland. 
Several of the most prominent young candidates were 
heard, when the Rev. Robert Irvine was unanimously 
chosen by them and cordially commended by the Belfast 
committee. He arrived at St. John, May 7th, 1844. He 
preached his first sermon May 12th, when he formed a 
Sabbath school of twenty-seven children, and soon after 
organized the congregation into a church, beginning with 
the small membership of fifty-one. " His preaching was 
with power, and so different from and superior to what the 
people had been accustomed to hear, that attention was 
aroused and much interest excited, so that multitudes were 
irresistibly drawn to profess allegiance to the Head of the 
Church." While pastor of St. John Church, with his most 
wonderful love and capacity for work which remained 
with him to the end of his life, he would preach in ail 
destitute localities within his reach. " In Carleton he gath- 
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ered the nucleus of the Presbyterian Church on the 
West side of the river ; he aided in gathering and organiz- 
ing Bocabec, Nerepis, Jerusalem, Londonderry, Moncton, 
Shediac, Buctouche, and several other churches now in 
a healthy, growing and vigorous condition under their 
several pastors." With all this outside labor, his own 
Sabbath school increased from twenty-seven to four hun- 
dred children, while the little handful of fifty-one had 
become a communion roll of over four hundred members 
—such the result of eight years' faithful and successful 
labor. 

He was now called, in 1852, to Cooke's Church, in To- 
ronto, Canada. " His resignation was the cause of great 
grief to many people, but great though his labors were and 
wide the field, much as he would be missed and greatly as 
he knew he would be longed for and lamented," continues 
Dr. Maclise, " he from various reasons, deemed it best, all 
things considered, to resign and accept the unanimous call 
to Toronto." — He labored there two years, and lectured 
also on Church History, in Knox College. While in that 
city, he was unanimously called as colleague to Rev. 
William McClure, of Londonderry, Ireland, but tl^e Pres- " 
bytery of Toronto interposed and refused to release him, 
and so he continued and labored for another year." When 
in 1854 Professor George Young was called from Knox 
Church, Hamilton, to be Professor of Moral Philosophy in 
Knox College, Mr. Irvine was unanimously called to suc- 
ceed him. He accepted the call and labored in it for ten 
years and three months. While there the Trustees of the 
University of New York conferred on him, July, 1856, the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity. 

I 
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In 1864 he accepted the call to Westminster Church, 
in Philadelphia. The church was not in a prosperous con- 
dition, and it was obvious that he had been called '* in 
the hope that his superior pulpit, platform and social 
qualities would fill up their depleted pews and exchequer '\ 
The congregation was inte^nsely loyal to the Union, and 
Dr. Irvine's decided Southern proclivities rendered the po- 
sition undesirable. lie remained but one year, at the end 
of which he accepted a call to Knox Church, Montreal, 
Canada; a beautiful stone edifice having been erected 
there with the view of securing his services. " Five years 
of successful labor in this great and growing commercial em- 
porium," says Dr. Maclise, " gathered a large and intelli- 
gently active congregation. Then, finally, health and other 
considerations led him to accept a call from the importan t 
First Presbyterian Church of Augusta, Georgia, in 1870, 
where he lived and labored till he died, on the eighth day 
of April, 1881, in the 67th year of his age." 

Of Dr. Irvine's labors in Augusta, it can be said that 
they were signalized by the same remarkable results wliich 
had attended his ministrations from the taking charge of 
his first church, at Ballynahinch, at the age of twenty- 
seven, to his last, in Montreal, in the ripeness of his power, 
at fifty. It has been seen that, wherever he went, feeble 
and depleted congregations were reanimated — handfuls 
swelling into multitudes, — while churches calling him in a 
state of prosperity, grew still larger and more prosperous 
under his splendid pulpit eloquence and wonderful mag- 
netic power. Every one caught the fire of his heaven - 
given activity and energy, and wherever he appeared, he 
incited in the hearts of men the desire to give — to contrib- 
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ute their energy, their influence, their money — to advance 
the great cause he represented, and which had taken such 
powerful and beautiful possession of his entire being, — and 
the light of which shone like a glory in all the atmosphere 
around him. 

Of the latter class mentioned above, was the First 
Presbyterian Church of Augusta. It may be said to have 
been in a prosperous condition as to congregation, Sabbath 
school and finances; but even in this, the advance in 
prosperity fairly attributable to his influence, was unmis- 
takably and clearly demonstrated. From 1870, the time 
of his installation, the membersliip had very largely in- 
creased, and in the Sabbath schools connected with the 
church and its missions, the numbers had more than 
trebled those formerly in attendance. When he came, 
there were no auxiliary places of worship, or " missions," 
connected with the church. There had been, many years 
previously, a second church, but it had entirely failed 
of support, and the building was sold to another denomi- 
nation. During his ten years of pastoral charge of the 
First Presbyterian Church, there were founded in con- 
nection with the mother church and directly under its 
rule, three distinct centres for Presbyterian preaching, in 
each one of which he was unquestionably the moving 
spirit of its origination. In the opinion of the writer, but 
for Dr. Irvine's peculiar suggestive influence, shown through- 
out his life, in creating and stimulating interest in enter- 
prises of this kind, neither the '^ Reid Memorial Church," 
nor the " Uptown Mission Church " — now rented and oc- 
cupied by the Second Presbyterian Church, nor the 
"River-side Mission," would ever have been founded, 
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or, if at all, one or more of them not for many years 
tx) come. 

Such was his adaptability and clearness in extempo- 
raneous sermonizing, and the attractiveness of his pulpit 
eloquence, that it enchained and fascinated not only the 
cultivated and the learned of the higher classes, but wher- 
ever he was announced in any of thes6 several places, or 
in any locality accessible to them, the common people and 
the poor, of whatever type of belief, all flocked to hear 
him, and ever after remembered and praised him as a 
preacher they could understand. The very large congre- 
gations, Methodist and Baptist, of the colored brethren 
in Augusta, often secured a sermon from him, and the en- 
tire colored population of the city loved and venerated 
him as a faithful and powerful messenger from God. 
" There was such a whole-souledness in Dr. Irvine," says 
Dr. Maclise, in commenting upon his influence, '^ that 
people were unconsciously and instinctively attracted by 
and to him ; such a magnetic, mysterious but potent in- 
fluence dwelling in, and emanating from him, that the 
hearts of men and women, old and young, were irresisti- 
bly moved and moulded by him, apparently at his will." 

" In the pulpit, he looked like a king on his throne, a 
right royal looking man. In utterance, exegetical, argu- 
mentative, eloquent, illustrative, laying poetry, science, 
the arts, history and above all, scripture, under contribu- 
tion. There was a solemnity, a grandeur, an earnestness 
and, when occasion required, an all-subduing pathos in 
his voice ; there was the soul, kindling and lighting up the 
eyes and beaming in the countenance ; there was a natural 
and easy grace of action, pervading the whole man and 
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manner ; all of which beautifully and harmoniously com- 
bined, constituted him one of the first pulpit orators of 
the age." 

" Dr. Irvine's published writings," continues Dr. Maclise, 
" have not been numerous, and consist mainly in sermons 
or lectures delivered on special occasions and subjects of 
general or national interest Various reasons might be 
assigned for this, of \vhich may be mentioned the fact that 
as a rule, he did not write out in full his discourses, but 
thought them out, and then, out of a heart and soul full 
of the subject, he spoke with an earnestness and eloquence 
in full, round ringing tones, that not only reached and 
filled the remotest comer of the largest house, but usually 
reached and moved the hearts of all within the sound of 
his voice. * * * Were all his able and eloquent utter- 
ances printed and published in books^ they would form a 
valuable library of no inconsiderable extent." 

The high esteem in wliich his few published sermons 
have been held, and the exalted position to which he at- 
tained, have already been referred to. The statement is 
thus made by Dr. Maclise : — " Dr. Fish, in ' Pulpit Elo- 
quence of the Nineteenth Centuiy,' under the head of 
' The Irish Pulpit,' places four names, and only four, and 
gives a specimen discourse of each. These names are, 
Henry Cooke, D.D., Archbishop Richard Whately, Dr.. 
Alexander King and Dr. Robert Irvine. The names were 
carefully and properly selected, and were those of repre- 
sentative men. To be placed on a par with Dr. Cooke, of 
Belfast, and Archbishop Whately, of Dublin, is no mean 
honor ; and the specimen discourse given as illustrative of 
Dr. Irvine's style, power of thought and eloquent utter- 
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ance will, I am sure, be considered by no one capable of 
judging, a whit behind the best in the volume. It was on 
' The Self-evidencing Power of Truth,' and while it demon- 
strates the theme of the discourse, it proves the power of 
the man who uttered it." 

But the gratifying and loving labor of recording some 
of the triumphs and the glories and the grandeur of the 
noble life of a noble man must here cease ; — our few re- 
maining paragraphs must be saddened by the melancholy 
record of his death. For more than a year previously, the 
health of Dr. Irvine, as was apparent to those most inti- 
mately associated with him, had b^gun to manifest a seri- 
ous decline. Violent and distressing attacks of gastralgia 
and of intercostal neuralgia were but indications of more 
profound and serious derangements of his nervous system. 
Alarming and sudden headaches, attended and followed 
by prolonged wakefulness, were of not infrequent occur- 
rence. In this precarious condition of health, he became 
the subject, in September, of the " Epidemic Dengue of 
1880," during the protracted convalescence from which, 
he was weakened by profuse and exhausting hemor- 
rhages. These physical causes of depression, together with 
others which the writer forbears to detail, soon rapidly 
undermined his strength, and led to the fatal congestive 
apoplexy with which he was attacked on the night of 
April 5th. From this seizure, which was followed by two 
days of unconsciousness with occasional lucid moments, in 
one of which he uttered the testimony typical of his life- 
long faith — " I trust in Jesus ! " — " Jesus is my Trust 1 " — 
he never recovered. He died on the morning of the 8th 
day of April, 1881, in the 67th year of his age. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Memoir of JDr. Irvine — H. F. Campbell, 251 

To this Association, the death of a member like Dr. 
Irvine is a loss, — more that of a Christian exemplar and of 
an inspirer and inciter to high and noble, moral and men- 
tal, attainments, than as an active worker, and still less as 
an actual contributor to science. To these he never did make, 
nor would he hereafter have made, any pretensions. One of 
the highest and most elevating aflSnities of our profession, 
is the relation it bears, and the assimilation it ei\joys, in 
innimierable common paths with theological science and 
the clerical profession, in the promotion of the welfare of 
humanity. The charges of infidelity preferred against us, 
and the seeming present tendency to scepticism in some 
of the interpretations given to the recent developments of 
science, all render the coming into our ranks of, and the 
close affiliation with, an intellect so profound in all that 
pertains to such questions as was Dr. Irvine, — of the most 
wholesome influence, and of inestimable value. In this 
we sustain a loss which is peculiar, and which is over and 
above the deprivation of the companionship which in him 
we would have enjoyed, and of the debates by which, 
whenever within his scope, we would have been edified. 
His life-long study of theological science and of religion, 
both natural and revealed, together with his deep and 
active interest in the medical -sciences, constituted him an 
admirable exponent of sound and reliable views o^j ques- 
tions now daily growing in their interest and importance 
to many departments of modern sociology. 

The gloom and sadness which spread over the commu- 
nity, and widely throughout the State, have already been 
described. Deeply and generally beloved by all classes 
of our citizens, all could realize the greatness of the 
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calamity at once, in the realization of his death. Of the 
vast assemblage filling the church, and crowding the 
church-yard and the adjacent street, and of the profound 
pathos pervading it, the address of Dr. Jones conveys 
to us a feeling intimation : — " What means this unnum- 
bered multitude-— thoughtful, solemn — these many tearful 
faces ; this overflowing sea of emotion ! The answer is : 
Oh ! how you loved him ! Behold, a strong man laid low. 
Strong in body, strong in intellect, great in life, yet greater 
in death, as we pause to recall the past, and draw near to 
contemplate him fully as a whole. As we are amazed to 
realize the true dimensions of some monarch of the forest 
when prostrate on the ground, whose lofty limbs had been 
above our mensuration ; so is it when we«draw near and 
contemplate this intellectual giant as he lies before us in 
solemn state. * * ' All ye that are about him, bemoan 
him : and all ye that know his name say, how is the^ strong 
staflF broken and the beautiful rod 1 ' " 

At the close of the sermon. Rev. Owen P. Fitzsimmons, 
of Sparta, gave expression to the profound love and grief 
of all present, in his own parting words : — ^" Truest, tender- 
est, greatest, grandest of men, farewell ! but not forever." 

After prayer by Rev. W. S. Bean, the Rev. Chauncey 
C. Williams, rector of St. Paul's Church, read the beauti- 
ful and impressive Episcopal burial service at the grave. 

In the bosom of the fresh, mellow, rest-giving earth has 
been laid tenderly away the lamented object of the love • 
and confidence and reverence of all who knew him well. 
He has been laid near to the households, as he was ever 
near to the hearts, of his people. The majestic trees that 
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he 80 loved to wander among will still lovingly wave over 
him, and, asking for him reatj they will sigh an unending 
requiem over his grave. " Time, which ever brings us 
wondrous healing," may teach us to weep less bitteriy at 
the hereafter more familiar shrine ; yet, inspired by its 
hallowed memories, all will daily love and guard it more 
and more. 

Flowers, upon which the pearly tears of aflFection sparkle 
like dew-drops, cover and beautify his grave, at the very 
door of the sanctuary where he has served so long and 
well. Gentle hands ,and loving hearts, with an ac- 
tivity ever more quickly effective than the determina- 
tions prompted by the love of men, have already erect- 
ed within the church, a beautiful mural tablet : 

" In Memory of The Beloved and Faithful Pastor." 
Funds have already been contributed and the plans 
drawn, and a splendid and worthy monument, with his 
statue in living marble — white and purp, will soon rise to 
embody and to perpetuate the noble form and features 
which in the eai*thly tenement were the expression of a 
noble soul. The sculptor will carve in brief but glowing 
characters the record of his goodness, his loving-kind- 
ness, his faithfulness, and his transcendent worth. Being 
dead, he will yet speak to the living, and, as in the 
past, so through the long future will he " point to brighter 
worlds." 

But sweeter than the flowers, more enduring than the 
granite base, purer than the sculptured marble and more 
ineffaceable than the carving upon its surface, is the love 
he has left behind him in the hearts of the people, and the 
sweet savor of good " works that do follow him." Tradition 
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. — the historian and the annals of the unlettered and the 
unlearned — ^will hand them down from generation to genera- 
tion. Deep in the depths of the great throbbing Heart of 
Humanity, he has graven his own elegy. Neither Time nor 
Change can ever eflFace the glorious and familiar characters, 
nor can any other earthly influence ever misinterpret or 
pervert their unmistakable meaning — Love to Gk)D and 
LovB TO Man! 

Henry F. Campbell. 
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THOMAS FITZGERALD GREEN, M.D. 

Dr. Thomas F. Green was bom in Beaufort, S. C, on the 
25th of December, 1804; he died in Midway, Ga., on the 
13th of February, 1879, of apoplexy, while Superintend- 
ent of the Georgia Lunatic Asylum. 

His parents were of the best class of Irish people. His 
father, a warm-hearted, highly -educated, enthusiastic young 
Irish patriot, having joined in the ill-fated rebellion of 1798, 
was forced to flee the country ; his wife, who was a Fitz- 
gerald, a lady of noble blood, came with him to America. 
He had no fortune save his talents, no friends save those 
whom he won by his virtues. He began to teach, and as 
a teacher came to Beaufort, S. C. 

Here his eldest son, Thomas Fitzgerald, was bom. He 
removed to Savannah, Ga., where he taught a high-school, 
and was elected a professor Jn Athens, in the Georgia Uni- 
versity. He afterwards removed to Milledgeville, the 
capital of Georgia, and here the son was educated. 

Dr. Green attended lectures in Charleston, S. C. ; and 
was past his majority when he studied medicine and began 
to practise. He located in Milledgeville, and was doing 
well as a physician, wheh the current of his life was 
changed and turned in a direction which was to be full 

* Under the head of '* Biography " are incladed sketches — as far as they 
conld be obtained — of those members of the Association who have died daring 
the hist few years, and prior to 1880-^1. — Sec. 
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of blessings to his race. A Northern philanthropist, who 
was interested in the welfare of the insane, visited Mil- 
ledgeville, to suggest and advocate the establishment of 
an asylum for them. 

■ He called a meeting of a few gentlemen of broad views 
and generous hearts, and laid his plans before them. The 
warm heart of Dr. Thomas F. Green became much inter- 
ested in the great question presented, and he gave it close 
attention. He was connected with the first effort made to 
secdre the grant from the Legislature. 

In 1846, he succeeded Dr. Cooper, as Superintendent of 
the Asylum. He continued in the oflSce for thirty-three 
years. It was very small when he took hold of it. It be- 
came a grand institution — one of the largest in the South- 
ern States — when he was called by death from it. 

Dr. Green, in person, was short, stout, of broad, grand, 
humane countenance ; in his youth, handsome ; and in his 
old age, venerable. He was full of life, cheerful, merry, 
courteous, considerate. He was a sincere Christian; in 
his home-life, a model ; one of the most benevolent and 
unselfish of men. He was devoted to the Institution ; he 
literally lived for the Asylum. He thought of it, talked 
of it, all the time. His success in the management of it 
was marvellous, and the blessed results of his work cannot 
be told in Time. 

He was a delightful companion, a true and sympathizing 
friend, a man whom all loved, and one worthy of all the 
honor heaped upon him. The moral grandeur of his char- 
acter was best illustrated by the interest he manifested in 
the unfortunate. 

[The above sketch of Dr. Green is taken from the Amet*- 
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ican Journal of Insanity. Oct., 1880 — Proceedings of the 
Association of Medical Superintendents, at its meeting in 
Philadelphia, — having been prepared by Dr. T. O. Powell, 
the present Superintendent of the Georgia Lunatic Asylum.] 



ROBERT MARK SMITH, M.D. 

Dr. R. M. Smith, of Athens, Ga., was bom in Paterson, 
Sussex County, N. J., January 13th, 1826 ; died of paraly- 
sis, at Gainesville, Ga., February Ist, 1879. 

His remains were interred in the cemetery at Athens. 
He was the son of Terrance and Margaret (Inglis) Smith, 
of Paterson, N. J. His parents removed to Athens, Ga., 
when the subject of this notice was twelve years of age. 
After having acquired a fair education, he entered the 
drug-store of Dr. Chas. M. Rees, where he studied practi- 
cal pharmacy, and began the study of medicine. He then 
attended lectures at Jefferson Medical College, Philadel- 
phia, Pa., where he graduated M.D., in 1846. Dr. Smith 
was at this time anxious to enter the navy, and studied, 
and passed a successful examination, but close and pro- 
longed study had severely affected his health, which for 
over a year remained very precarious. In the meantime 
he was preparing for a general practice, and finally aban- 
doned the purpose of entering the navy, and began practice 
in Athens, Ga., some time in 1847. 

He had a preference for surgery, and was quite a suc- 
cessful operator, but was at the same time a well-informed 

(33) 
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and skilfiil general practitioner. When the war between 
the States broke out, he was appointed Surgeon to the 
Sixteenth Oeorgia Regiment, serving in his professional 
capacity until the close of the war. Returning to Athens, 
he resumed his professional duties. He was twice elected 
mayor of the city, serving four years. He was a member of 
the City Board of Health ; a member of the American Med- 
ical Association, since 1869 ; and a member of the Medical 
Association of Gteorgia. Among his contributions to med- 
ical literature may be mentioned : an interesting report on 
"A Case of Extra-Uterine Pregnancy," published in the 
Transactions of the Medical Association of Oeorgia for 
1876 ; also, his report on " Ligation of the Primitive 
Carotid Artery, on the Left Side" {lUd.^ 1877), the op- 
eration being followed by recovery. 

He was a warm supporter of all measures looking to 
general education, and was, at the time of his death, one 
of the trustees of the Masonic Female College located at 
Covington, Ghi. He also held the chair of Medical Juris- 
prudence in the law department of the University of 
Oeorgia. He was a member of the Phi Kappa Society of 
the University. 

He joined the Masonic Order, March 1st, 1850, and the 
following year was elected Worshipful Master, a position 
to which he was annually re-elected for ten years. In 
1873, he was an officer in the Orand Lodge of Gteorgia. 
He was a bright member of the Ancient Scottish Rite, 
and received the thirty-third degree in 1876. He was a 
man of fine address, attentive to his duties, and was ex- 
ceedingly popular as a citizen and a physician. 

He was united in marriage to Rosanna Jane, daughter 
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of Alexander Pringle, August 9th^ 1853, and had fonr 
children, two sons and two daughters. Dr. Smith was 
buried with Maspnic honors. A memorial sketch of the 
doctor's life was published by the Mount Vernon Lodge, 

from which these facts are chiefly taken. 

# 

[The above notice — with a few changes and additions — 
is from the " Report on American Medical Biography " 
( Trans. Atmt. Med. Association^ 1880), by Dr. J. M. Toner, 
of Washington, D.C.] 



R L. RODDY, M.D. 



In writiTig a tribute to the memory of so distinguished 
a member of the profession as Dr. R. L. Roddy through 
80 long a series of years of usefulness, it seems a task of no 
small consideration. 

It was the privilege of the writer to be intimately ac- 
quainted with him for ovgr thirty years, and it was also 
his good fortune to be with him for two years as a medical 
student. Thus privileged, Jand thus intimate, it is expect- 
ed that what shall be said of him and his many good 
qualities both of head and heart, will be taken as part of 
the true history of his long and useful professional life. 

He was bom in Charleston, S. C, in the year 1815, on 
the sixth.day of February. At the early age of nine years, 
he was sent to the city of Baltimore, to be educated; 
and at the age of seventeen, he graduated with much 
distinction for one so young. After he finished his 
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literary course of studies, he at once entered upon tfa^ 
study of medicine, and when only nineteen years of age, 
he graduated at* the University of Pennsylvania. Then 
he entered the Therapeutic Institute of Philadelphia, and 
in 1834 received a diploma from that school of pharmacy. 
The next winter he returned to Charleston, and entered 
the Medical College of South Carolina, and graduated from 
that institution in the spring of 1835. 

When his education, both literary and professional, was 
ended, he removed from Charleston to Washington, Wilkes 
County, where he entered into an active practice with Dr. 
Albert Reese, and continued with him two years. He then 
moved to Forsyth, where he entered the practice alone ; 
and was married in 1839 to Miss Ann E. C. Dunn, with 
whom he lived happily until the year 1873, when she died. 
He continued to practise the profession he so much loved, 
until his death, which took place on the 24th day of June, 
1878, — surrounded by his family and his many friends, who 
ministered to him all the kindness it was possible to be- 
stow on suffering mortality, until he gradually and gently 
passed into the Great Unknown. 

Dr. Roddy was a ripe scholar; and in the profession of 
his choice, and the one he loved as dear as life itself, he 
was thoroughly progressive. He always read carefully the 
best medical journals of the period, and for a man like 
him — ^wom down with the arduous duties of a laborious 
practice — ^he was well up and thoroughly posted in all the 
new ideas and improvements of the age. He was not one 
of those who believed that " much learning was n^adden- 
ing," but that it was the way to success and a useful and 
valuable life. In intellectual and medical skill he was 
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considerably in advance of the average physician, and it 
was often the case that his professional brethren would 
have him called, in cases of doubt and Extremity. For 
largeness of heart and magnanimity of feelings he had no 
superiors. In his breadth of mind, liberal views and 
warmth of professional courtesy, there was much to ,envy 
and admire. He lived to a noble purpose, and was indeed 
a benefactor in his day and generation. 

Often now, although he has been dead more than three 
years, we hear sentiments of esteem and praise expressed 
by those who were the recipients of his many good pflSces. 
He was not only esteemed for his medical ability and pro- 
fessional attainments in the healing art, but he was high 
up in the order of the Mystic Brotherhood. For a long 
number of years he alternated with the late and much- 
lamented Judge E. G. Cabaniss in filling the station of 
Worshipful Master and jGrand High Priest of the Royal 
Arch Chapter. He was also many years Deputy Grand 
High Priest of the Grand Eoyal Arch Chapter of Georgia. 
He received the degree of Knight Templar in 1847, and 
was a member of the Commandery at Macon until the 
dispensation was granted for the charter of William Tracy 
Gould Commandery at Forsyth in 1866, and was its first 
Commander, which oflSce he held until 1875. In all the 
stations which he was called to occupy in the Mystic 
Brotherhood, he presided with dignity and honor to that 
worthy Order. 

As already stated, it was the privilege of the writer to 
be a medical student of Dr. Roddy's, and to him he has 
always felt indebted for many useful examples and lessons. 
At that time he was in the midst of his greatest useful- 
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ness and in tfare ei^yment of a large and Incratiye prac- 
tice. It was often the case that he was called to the 
neighboring counties in consultation with his co-laborers. 

It is well known that the Medical Association of Geor- 
gia esteemed him as a valuable and useful member, and at 
the last session he attended, which was held in Thomas- 
▼ille, he was made its Vice-President. 

When the late war began, although in very feeble 
health and having an afflicted wife, he entered the service 
as Surgeon of the Fourteenth Georgia Regiment From 
this position he was soon promoted to that of Brigade 
Surgeon, and then to Division Surgeon under Gten. A. P. 
Hill. But his health continuing to fail, he was compelled 
to return home, where he took chai*ge of the hospital lo- 
cated at Forsyth, and continued in this service until the 
close of the war. 

The arduous duties of Division Surgeon, and then the 
constant attendance upon the hospital, was too great a tax 
upon his nervous system, and served as the prime cause of 
an attack of paralysis agitans, which ultimately proved to 
be the cause of his death. 

In the death of Dr. Roddy the profession loses a valu- 
able and useful member ; the Mystic Order indeed loses 
a brother; and the whole community in which he lived, 
one whose place has not been fiUed. But in taking a 
long, last, sad farewell of our worthy brother, we can truly 
say that " he rests from his labors, and his works do fdlow 
him ". Let us strive to emulate his example and his many 
professional virtues and useful qualities of both head and 
heart. 

L. B. Alexander. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by 



Google 



^^.^^.^.c^.^..— ^r <h^^Cr^.<.^^^^^.2. 







• ••••• •• « 

» - •• •• • 



, Google 






} -> -i 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



'*'<X.^^-'-< ^ .^^< ^^ '\^,,f /t-c 



^VVX...TV t%x^.xu% tv, %«^%^. p.g.^.^g^ ^y 



Google 



CRAWFORD W. LONG, M.D. 



THE DISCOVERER OF ANESTHESIA. 

The purpose of this article is not to demonstrate the 
fact that Dr. Long was the discoverer of anaesthesia. This 
fact has been established beyond all controversy, by Dr. J. 
Marion Sims in his able and exhaustive article on " The 
Discovery of Anaesthesia," published in the May number, 
1877, of the Virginia Medical Monthly. The scope of this 
article is merely a re-statement of the indisputable and 
published proof of the claim of Dr. Long to this honor, 
together with a collection of the public acts of recognition 
of his claim so far made. We make this summary of 
proofs, and of acts of recognition, with the hope that it 
may urge the members of the profession, and his country- 
men generally, to a united effort to secure from the National 
Government a final and official recognition of Dr. Long's 
claim. 

In the introduction of Dr. Sims' article, he says, touch- 
ing the various claimants to the honor of the discovery : 

" There are four claimants for the honor of the discov- 
ery of anaesthesia, viz : Crawford W. Long, of Athens, 
Georgia; Horace Wells, of Hartford, Ct.; W. T. G. Mor- 
ton and Charles T. Jackson, of Boston. 
* " I propose to give a plain statement of facts bearing 
on the question, leaving the reader to draw his own con- 
clusions. 
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" The claims of Long have never been fairly stated in 
connection with those who came after him. I am ashamed 
to say I was wholly ignorant of them until a very recent 
day, and I believe that the great mass of the profession 
are in the same category with me. I became acquainted 
with the facts of Long's labors by mere accident." 

Dr. Sims then narrates the accidental circumstances 
which led to his knowledge of Dr. Long's claim, and con- 
tinues as follows : 

" Dr. Crawford W. Long, now of Athens, Georgia, was 
bom in Danielsville, Madison county, Georgia, on the 1st 
November, 1815. He graduated at the University of 
Georgia (then the Franklin College) in 1835. He stud- 
ied medicin3 and graduated at the Medical Department of 
the University of Pennsylvania in 1839. He then w^nt 
to Jefferson, Jackson County, Georgia, where he practised 
medicine for many years. In 1842, he had four students 
in his office, viz: P. A. Wilhite, John S. Groves, D. I. 
Long and H. R. P. Long. The two last were relatives of 
Dr. Long, and they are both dead. Wilhite and Groves 
are still living (1877). Dr. Long was 27 years old. His 
pupils were all from 19 to 21 ; they were on the best of 
terms with each other, the Doctor entering into all the 
sports of his pupils with a hearty good will, while he never 
neglected his duties as their teacher. On one occasion, 
they were talking about the inhalation of nitrous oxide gas, 
when one of his pupils asked him to make some for them. 
He said he did not have suitable apparatus for it, but that the 
inhalation of sulphuric ether would produce precisely the 
same exhilarating effect. One of the young men present 
said he had inhaled ether while at school, and was willing 
to do it again. They were all anxious to witness its effects. 
Dr. Long got some ether immediately and gave it to the 
young man who had previously inhaled it. He then in- 
haled it himself, and afterwards gave it to all present. 
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After this, the young Doctor and his pupils indulged oc- 
casionally in ether frolics. On several occasions, Dr. Long 
became furiously excited and could not be controlled. On 
recovering from the ether intoxication, he frequently no- 
ticed that his arms and hands were badly bruised, and yet 
be was not conscious of having felt any pain at the time 
he was under the influence of the ether. He also noticed 
the same thing in his pupils. They were often badly hurt 
by falls and blows, and were not conscious of pain at the 
time. These facts, repeatedly observed, suggested to his 
mind the idea of using ether to prevent the pain of surgi- 
cal operations. He frequently spoke of this to his stu- 
dents, and at last he determined to give it a trial. * * 

" Dr. Long having made up his mind to try the experi- 
ment with ether on the first favorable opportunity, says 
{Southern Medical and Surgical Journal^ Dec, 1849) : 

' The first patient to whom I administered ether in a 
surgical operation, was James M. Venable, who then re- 
sided within two miles of Jefferson. Mr. Venable con- 
sulted me on several occasions with regard to the pro- 
priety of removing two small tumors situated on the back 
Eart of his neck, but would postpone from time to time 
aving the operations performed, from dread of pain. At 
length I mentioned to him the fact of my receiving bruises 
while under the influence of the vapor of ether, without 
suffering, and, as I knew him to be fond of, and accus- 
tomed to inhale ether, I suggested to him the probability 
that the operations might be performed without pain, and 
proposed operating on him while under its influence. He 
consented to have one tumor removed, and the operation 
was performed the same day. The ether was given to Mr. 
Venable on a towel ; and when fully under its influence I 
extirpated the tumor. It was encysted, and about half an 
inch in diameter. The patient continued to inhale ether 
during the time of the operation, and when informed it 
was over, seemed incredulous, till the tumor was shown 
him. He gave no evidence of suffering during the opera- 
tion, and assured me, after it was over, that he did not ex- 
perience the slightest degree of pain from its performance.' 

(84) 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



266 Medical Assocmtion of Oeorgia. 

" This operation was performed on the 30^A of Marchy 

1842. 

' The second operation I performed upon a patient 
etherized was on the 6th June, 1842, and was on the same 
person (Mr. Venable) for the removal of another small 
tumor. This operation required more time than the first, 
from the cyst of the tumor having formed adhesions to the 
surrounding parts. The patient was insensible to pain dur- 
ing the operation, until the last attachment of the cyst 
was separated, when he exhibited signs of slight suffering, 
but asserted after the operation was over that the sensa- 
tion of pain was so slight as scarcely to be perceived. In 
this operation, the inhalation of ether ceased before the 
first incision was made.' 

'^ In a certificate sworn to by James M. Venable on the 

23d July, 1849, he says: ' In the early part of the year 
(1842), the young men of Jefferson and the country ad- 
joining were in the habit of inhaling ether for its exhil- 
arating powers, and I inhaled it myself frequently for that 
purpose, and was very fond of its use. While attending 
the Academy, I was freauently in the office of Dr. C. W. 
Long, and having two tumors on the side and rather back 
of my neck, I several times spoke to him about the pro- 
priety of cutting them out, but postponed the operation 
from time to time. On one occasion, we had some con- 
versation about the probability that the tumors might be 
cut out while I was under the influence of sulphuric ether, 
without my experiencing pain, and he proposed operating 
on me while under its influence. I agreed to have one 
tumor cut out, and had the operation performed that even- 
ing (afternoon) after school was dismissed. This was in 
the early part of the spring of 1842. I commenced inhal- 
ing the ether before the operation was commenced, and 
continued it until the operation was over. I did not feel 
the slightest pain from the operation, and could not believe 
the tumor was removed until it was shown to me. A month 
or two after this, Dr. 0. W. Long cut out the other tumor 
situated on the same side of my neck. In this operation, 
I did not feel the least pain until the last cut was made, 
when I felt a little pain. In this operation, I stopped in- 
haling the ether before the operation was finished. I in- 
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haled the ether in both instances from a towel, which was 
the common method of taking it.' 

" Dr. Long's four students, Wilhite, Groves, and the two 
Longs, also E. S. Rawls (now Dr. Rawls) and Andrew J. 
Thurmond, were present and assisted at the operation- 
Dr. Wilhite tells me that the etherization of Venable was 
as complete as it is ever made now-a-days, and that Ven- 
able always declared he felt no pain during the operation. 

" On the 3d July, 1842, Dr. Long amputated the toe of a 
negro boy, Jack, belonging to Mrs. Hemphill. Jack felt 
no pain, having been completely anaesthetized. 

" On the 9th September, 1843, Dr. Long exsected, with- 
out pain, three small cystic tumors from the head of Mrs, 
Mary Vincent, who was etherized foi^the purpose. 

" On the 8th January, 1845, Dr. Long amputated two 
fingers for a negro boy belonging to Mr. Ralph Bailey, 
Sr., the patient being fully etherized and feeling no pain 
whatever. 

" Morton's friends have been ffom the outset clamorous 
, and persistent in proclaiming to the world ' that Morton 
was the first man who ever produced complete anaesthesia 
for surgical operations.' The facts above stated prove 
incontestably that they were mistaken ; and before we get 
through it will be shown that they were doubly mistaken ; 
for it will be established beyond controversy that Wells 
produced anaesthesia by nitrous oxide gas long before 
Morton did it with ether. 

" Long's anaesthesia with sulphuric ether was on the 30th 
March, 1842. 

" Wells' anaesthesia with nitrous oxide gas was on the 
nth December, 1844. 

" Morton's anaesthesia with sulphuric ether was on the 
30th September, 1846. 

" Thus we see that Long ante-dates Wells two years and 
eight months, and ante-dates Morton four years and six 
months. 
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" Dr. Long's operations under the influence of ether were 
known by all his neighbors — professional and non-profes- 
sional. Many of these are still living. Dr. Wilhite lives at 
Anderson, South Carolina. Dr. John S. Groves, his fellow- 
student with Long in 1842, is now living at Dalton, Gteorgia. 
Dr. A. Delaperiere was the only physician, besides Dr. 
Long, at Jefferson in 1842. He witnessed these operations ; 
has given his testimony to that effect, and is still living. 
Dr. E. S. Rawls, another witness, was living in Alabama a 
short time ago. All these men testify to the fact that 
Long's operations under ether were witnessed and known- 
by all medical men in his neighborhood and by the whole 
conmiunity. 

" Long's operation^were not secret. He made no mystery 
about the substance given to prevent pain. He toofe out 
no patent for his discovery as did Morton and Jackson. 
He did not attempt to convert it into a money speculation. 
He published it before all men. It was not hidden from 
the world. 

" True, his was a very contracted world. He was waiting 
to test his great discovery in some capital operation. He 
lived in an obscure little town where there were no rail- 
roads and no ponderous machinery to maim his fellow-men 
and the amputation of a leg or arm was an era in the life 
of a country doctor. 

" While he was still waiting for larger operations before 
communicating his discovery to some scientific journal, the 
labors of Wells and Morton and Jackson and Simpson burst 
upon the world. When Jackson made his visit to Long at 
Athens, in March, 1854, he said to Long; ' You have the 
advantage of priority in date and in the first use of ether 
as an anaesthetic ; but we have the advantage of priority 
of publication.' • 

" Now upon this point Long, Wells, Morton and Jackson 
stand individually upon the same level. ^Long exhibited 
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to medical men and to the community his operations under 
ether (1842). Wells exhibited to medical men and to the 
community his operation of the extraction of teeth under 
the influence of nitrous oxide gas (1844). Morton exhib- 
ited to medical men and to the community the use of his 
secret remedy, ' Letheon,' (1846) as an anaesthetic. But 
Morton was fortunate in showing his patent remedy to the 
great surgeons of Boston. And it was not Morton, but it 
was Warren and Hayward and Bigelow who performed 
the operations at the Massachusetts Greneral Hospital (Oc- 
tober, 1846,) on patients to whom Morton gave his ' Le- 
theon ' that the world owes the immediate and universal 
use of ansethesia in surgery. If Morton could have had 
his way he would have deodorized the ether and kept it a 
secret from the world. 

" Neither Wells nor Morton nor Jackson ever published a 
word on the subject till it burst forth in a blaze from the 
labors of the hospital surgeons already named. 

" When Warren and Hayward and Bigelow proved the 
real greatness of the discover}% then it was that Wells, 
Morton and Jackson began the war of pamphlets, and not 
till then did either of them publish in any scientific journal 
a line about anaesthesia. And thus we see that its first 
publication to the world was really due to the illustrious 
surgeons of the Massachusetts General Hospital. 

" In 1853 Morton petitioned Congress to grant him a large 
sum of money for the discovery of anaesthesia. The friends 
of Wells opposed it, and claimed this honor for Wells, who 
used nitrous oxide gas as an anaesthetic two years and a 
half before Morton used ether for this purpose. 

" Then it was that the friends of Long appeared upon 
the scene, proving that Long was the first to use ether, 
antedating Morton four years and a-half. 

'^ When Long's claim to the honor of discovering anaesthe- 
sia was presented to Congress by the Hon. Mr. Dawson, 
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Senator from Georgia, it was formidable enough to block 
the movements of Morton to get the appropriation he de- 
manded for his discovery. They were so strong that Dr 
Charles T. Jackson went to Athens, Georgia, expressly to 
see Dr. Long on the subject. In a communication to the 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal^ April 11th, 1861, 
Dr. Charles T. Jackson says he visited Dr. Long at Athens, 
Georgia, on March 8th, 1854, to examine into Dr. Long's 
claims to being the first to use sulphuric ether as an anaes- 
thetic in surgery, and he further says : ' From the docu- 
ments shown me by Dr. Long, it appears that he employed 
sulphuric ether as an anaesthetic agent — 

' First On March 30th, 1842, when he extirpated a small 
glandular tumor from the neck of James M. Venable, a 
boy [Mr. Venable was over 21 years old when the opera- 
tion was performed. — J. M. S.] in Jeflferson, Georgia, now 
dead. 

' Second, On July 3d, 1842, in the amputation of the 
toe of a negro boy belonging to Mrs. Hemphill, of Jack- 
son, Georgia. 

* Third. On September 9th, 1843, in the extirpation of 
a tumor from the head of Mary Vincent, of Jackson, 
Georgia. 

' Fourth. On January 8th, 1845, in the amputation of 
a finger of a negro boy belonging to Ralph Bailey, of Jack- 
son, Georgia. 

' Copies of the letters and depositions proving these op- 
erations with ether were all shown me by Dr. Long. 

' He also referred me to physicians in Jefferson who 
knew of the operations at the time.' 

" The above extract from Dr. Jackson's paper to the 
Boston Medical Journal recognizes Long's claim to being 
the first to produce anaesthesia for surgical operations, but 
it does not tell the whole story of Dr. Jackson's visit to 
Dr. Long. 

" Dr. Long has furnished me with all the evidence, con- 
sisting of affidavits, certificates, book entries, etc., that Dr. 
Jackson examined. He has also written me fully on the 
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subject, and every fact that I have stated can be substan- 
tiated by .documentary evidence. 

" In one of Dr. Long's letters to me (Nov. 5, 1876,) he 
says: 

' In 1854 Dr. Charles T. Jackson came to Georgia and 
spent two days with me in Athens, most of the time in 
my oflSce, examining books, accounts, dates and certifi- 
cates establishing the time, etc., of my operations. He 
expressed himself satisfied with the correctness of my 
claim to the first use of ether as an aneesthetic in surgical 
operations. Dr. Jackson informed me that he would go 
from Athens to Dahlonega, Georgia, and as I knew he 
must pass through JeflFerson where I resided up to 1850, 
and where my first operations under ether were performed^ 
I requested him to stop in Jefierson and see some of the 
physicians there who witnessed or knew of the operations, 
and also a number of the citizens of the village who either 
witnessed the operations or were familiar with them from 
common report. Dr. Jackson spent one or. more days in 
Jefierson, and on his return, expressed himself satisfied 
with the testimony. 

' In Dr. Jackson's communication to the Boston Medical 
and Surqical Journal (April 11th, 1861). he neglected to 
say anything of the information he obtained while in Jef- 
ferson, although he admitted to me on his return that the 
evidence was perfectly satisfactory.' 

" The Hon. 0. W. Andrews, of Madison, Gteorgia, in- 
forms me that he was in Dr. Long's employ and in his 
office when Dr. Jackson spent a whole day with Long in 
comparing notes and talking over the subject of etheriza- 
tion, and it seems that the real object of Dr. Jackson's 
visit to Dr. Long was to induce Long to unite with him in 
laying their conjoint claims before Congress as the real 
discoverers of anaesthesia as opposed to those of Morton. 
Jackson was willing to concede to Long the honor of being 
the first to use ether in surgical operations, but wished 
Long to concede to him the honor of priority in making 
the discovery of the principle of anaesthesia when he in- 
haled ether to relieve the pain and difficulty of breathing 
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after inhaling chlorine gas (as Sir Humphrey Davy had 
done before). 

" Dr. Long says (February 8th, 1877) : ' In our conver- 
sation I understood Dr. Jackson to yield the point of 
priority to me — and so did the Hon. 0. W. Andrews. I 
did not admit to him that he was the first to make the 
discovery — leaving to me its practical application; and 
when he proposed to me to unite our claims — he to claim 
the discovery and I its first practical use in surgical opera- 
tions — I positively refused. I was satisfied that I was en- 
titled to the credit of the discovery, as well as of the first 
practical use of ether in surgical operations. 

' Instead of writing to Senator Dawgon to unite our 
claims as Dr. Jackson requested, I wrote to Mr. Dawson 
to make no such compromise, but to place my claims 
solely on their merits ; and if you will consult the Con- 
gressional proceedings of that time you will see that Mr. 
Dawson presented my claims separate and independent.' " 

We extract from the Virginia Medical Monthly of a 

later date, the affidavits of Drs. J. B. Carlton and James 

Oamak, physicians of established character in Athens, 

Georgia. Dr. J. B. Carlton, since making this affidavit, 

has died, but Dr. Camak is still living in Athens : 

" Athens, Georgia, Atigust 16, 1878. 
" I, the undersigned, do certify that in May, 1843, I 
assisted Dr. R. D. Moore in amputating the leg of a colored 
boy, Augustus, then the property of Mr. William Stroud, 
who resided in this county ; and that I distinctly recollect 
hearing Dr. R. D. Moore say that, ' If I had thought of it 
before leaving home I would have tried Dr. C. W. Long's 
great discovery,' namely, the administration of sulphuric 
ether, as an anaesthetic in performing the operation. Hav- 
ing neglected to 'bring the ether, Dr. Moore finally con- 
cluded to influence the patient with morphia, under which 
influence the operation was performed. 

" Joseph B. Carlton, M.D." 
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"Athens, Georgia, August 10, 1878. 
'^ This certifies that, in the month of May, 1843, I was 
present and assisted Dr. R. D. Moore, of this place, in 
amputating a leg. He said to his three students (I being 
one), ' If I had thought of it before leaving home, I would 
have tried Dr. Long's discovery,' producing insensibility 
by inhalation of ether. 

" James Camak, M.D. 
"Attest: Asa M. Jackson, 

" Ordinary Clarke County^ Georgia?^ 



This additional evidence is given here, to show that this 
discovery by Dr. Long was known to members of his pro- 
fession, and was fully discussed and tried by them, to test 
its efficacy, prior to 1844, when Wells first used an anaes- 
thetic, and prior to 1846, when Jackson and Morton claim 
to have first used ether for this purpose. 

Dr. Sims then makes a fair statement in his article, of 
the claims of Horace Wells, of Hartford, Conn., W. T. G. 
Morton and Charles T. Jackson, of Boston, Mass., these 
being the only disputants with Dr. Long for the honor of 
the discovery, and in his summary of facts, says, concern- 
ing these claimants: 

" 6th. That Long was the first man to intentionally pro- 
duce anfesthesia for surgical operations, and that this was 
done with sulphuric ether in 1842. 

" 7th. That Long did not by accident hit upon it, but 
that he reasoned it out in a philosophic and logical manner. 

" 8th. That Wells, without any knowledge of Long's 
labors, demonstrated in the same philosophic way, the 
great principle of anaesthesia by the use of nitrous oxide 
gas (1844). 

" 9th. That Morton intended to follow Wells in using 

(36) • 
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the gas as an anaesthetic in dentistry, and for this purpose 
asked Wells to show him how to make the gas (1846). 

'' 10th. That Wells referred Morton to Jackson for this 
purpose, as Jackson was known to be a ijpientific man and 
an able chemist 

" 11th. That Morton called on Jackson for information 
on the subject, and that Jackson toM Morton to use sul- 
phuric ether instead of nitrous oxide gas, as it was known 
to possess the same properties, was as safe, and easier to 
get. 

" 12th. That Morton, acting upon Jackson's oflf-hand 
suggestion, used the ether successfully in the extraction of 
teeth (1846). 

" 13th. That Warren and Hayward and Bigelow per- 
formed important surgical operations in the Massachusetts 
General Hospital (October, 1846), on patients etherized 
by Morton, and that this introduced and popularized the 
practice throughout the world. 

" In Boston, Mass., a nionument has been erected to the 
discoverer of anaesthesia, but no man is designated there- 
on by name. The citizens of Hartford, Conn., have erected 
a bronze statue of Wells (by Bartlett) in their Capitol 
Park, claiming for him the discovery of anaesthesia. This 
is as it should be. We have no objection to it ; and would 
suggest that the names of Long, Wells, Morton and Jack- 
son be inscribed on the Boston column, one on each side, 
as co-discoverers of anaesthesia. The State of Georgia* 
will, at no distant day, erect at its Capital or its Univer- 
sity, a statue of Long, who was unquestionably the first 
discoverer of anaesthesia. 

" All the claimants of the honor of discovering anaes- 
thesia are Americans. To each is due a certain measure 
of credit, but no one man can claim this great honor ex- 
clusively. The names of Long, Wells, Morton and Jack- 
son will doubtless be associated as co-laborers in the great 
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work, and to these must be added the immortal name of 
Sir James Y. Simpson, who introduced chloroform and en- 
larged the domain of anaesthesia." 

Dr. Sims concbides his article with the suggestion that 
the Medical Profession, North, South, East and West, rise 
above all party, all prejudice, all sectionalism, and demand 
of the National Government proper recognition of Long, 
Wells, Morton and Jackson, as co-laborers in the discovery. 
And he suggested an appropriation by the National Gov- 
ernment of $100,000, to be distributed equally among the 
families of the claimants, as a proper recognition of their 
claims. 

Dr. Crawford W. Long died the 16th day of June, 1878, 
at the bedside of a patient, in the discharge of duty. The 
following resolutions were adopted by the Athens Medical 
Association, on the 24th day of February, 1879, recogniz- 
ing the justice of Dr. Long's claim : 

" Whereas, the recent compilation of facts by Dr. J. 
Marion Sims, of New York, in regard to the discovery of 
anaesthesia clearly proves Dr. Crawford W. Long to be the 
first to ever use sulphuric ether as an anaesthetic agent in 
surgical operations ; and 

" Whereas, Dr. Long was a native Georgian and, espec- 
ially, a native of our own section, we, the Medical Associa- 
*tion of Athens, and of which he was the honored and 
esteemed President, must necessarily feel much pride in 
claiming so valuable, so useful, and so scientific a man as 
our. companion in medicine, and likewise feeling that not 
only a most pleasing sense of duty, but a most justifiable 
sense of pride and honor, make it eminently proper and 
commendable that this Association should take the initia- 
tory steps in bringing about, on the part of the Medical 
Profession, a full and just recognition of the claims of Dr. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



276 Medical Association of Oeorgia. 

Long, to being the first and true discoverer of anaesthesia : 
therefore, be it, 

''^ Resolved^ That from the accumulation of facts and evi- 
dence deduced, tliis Society is fully satisfied that Dr. Craw- 
ford W. Long, of Athens, Ga., was the first person who 
ever used sulphuric ether as an anaesthetic agent, in siy- 
gical operations; and as an act of justice to the distinguish- 
ed discoverer, now deceased, and to the honor of the pro- 
fession of our own State, we most respectfully recommend 
and request that the Georgia Medical Association, soon to 
hold its annual session in the city of Rome, take such steps 
as shall definitely determine Dr. Long's claim to priority 
in the use and discovery of Anaesthesia ; and that the State 
Medical Association be further requested to bring the mat- 
ter before the American Medical Association, which is to 
hold its next annual session in the city of Atlanta during 
the approaching summer, that through this national con- 
vention of medical men Dr. Long's claim may be established 
throughout the civilized world. 

^^ Resolved^ ITiat a copy of these resolutions be forwarded 
to the President and Secretary of the State Medical Asso- 
ciation, and also to the different medical journals of our 
State, with the request that they publish the same. 

" H. Hull, M.D. G. L. McCleskey, M.D. 

" J. B. Carlton, M.D. J. E. Pope, M.D. 
" W. A. Carlton, M.D. Wm. King, M.D. 
»•' John Gerdine, M.D. H. H. Carlton, M.D." 

In August, 1879, Mr. Henri L. Stuart, of New York, 
wrot-e the following letter to Hon. John B. Gordon : 

'^New York, August 12, 1870. 
" Hon. J. B. Gordon : 

" Dear Sir, — Will you do me the favor, as a member of 
the Alumni Association of the State University of Georgia, 
to present in my name the accompanying portrait (paint- 
ed by F. B. Carpenter) of Dr. Crawford W. Long, a late 
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member of this Association, and demonstrated discoverer 
of surgical aneesthesia by the use of sulphuric ether, 
March 30th, 1842 ; to be placed in the Capitol of the State 
of Qeorgia, under their control and supervision. 

" I desire to do this in honor of the memory and just 
fajne of this eminent physician and useful citizen, to make 
his record complete as the discoverer of anaesthesia. 

" Providence seems to have intervened to prevent the 
final settlement of this vexed question, until the claims of 
this modest, unpretending and gifted man, who really 
made the discovery, were fully demonstrated by Dr. J. 
M. Sims, a native of South Carolina, also a discoverer 
and a benefactor of humanity, scarcely second to Dr. Long 
himself. His labors in Alabama, which led to the found- 
ing of the Woman's Hospital of the State of New York, 
have also resulted in giving him a world-wide fame as a 
surgeon and investigator. 

" It is fitting that these two eminent Southern men should 
be represented as they are in Mr. Carpenter's picture. 
" Very respectfully and faithfully, yoiir friend, 

" Henri L. Stuart." 

In August, 1879, the Legislature then being in session, 
the following Resolutions were introduced by Hon. Ben^ja- 
min C. Yancey, of Clarke County, and unanimously adopt- 
ed by the House of Representatives of Georgia : 

" Whereas, Mr. H. L. Stuart, a noble-hearted humani- 
tarian of the city of New York, lias had painted at his 
expense a magnificent portrait of the late Dr. Crawford 
W. Long, a citizen of Georgia, and the discoverer of modem 
surgical anaesthesia, and off'ers said portrait in apprecia- 
tion of the grand discovery and the discoverer, to the Alumni 
of the University of the State of Georgia, with the request 
that it be received by the House of Representatives of 
the (jeneral Assembly of the State, and be placed on the 
walls of the Representative Chamber. 
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" Resolved^ That the gift of said portrait for the purpose 
designated be accepted by the House of Representatives. 

" JResolved^ That the hour of twelve o'clock meridian, 
on Monday next, be ordered as the time for the presenta- 
tion of said portrait, by the Hon. John B. Gordon. 

" JResolved^ That a committee of three members of the 
House be appointed by the Speaker to arrange for the 
ceremonials, and to notify the Hon. John B. Gordon of the 
adoption of the Preamble and Resolution, and to invite to 
a seat on the floor during said ceremonial and his stay in 
the city, the generous and noble donor, Mr. H. L. Stuart, 
of the City of New York." 

Subsequently, and at the same Session of the General 
Assembly of the State of Georgia, in the presence of the 
members of the Senate and House of Representatives 
jointly met, the Governor, the Judiciary of the State, and 
other citizens invited to be present, including Mr. Stuart 
and the family of Dr. Long, the portrait was presented 
by Gen. John B. Gordon, and accepted by Hon. Benjamin 
C. Yancey, Representative from Clarke (the home of Dr. 
Long), and placed permanently upon the north wall of 
the House of Representatives of the State. 

At the Commencement exercises, 1879, of the Univer- 
sity of Georgia, the Hon. Alexander H. Stephens delivered 
the Annual Alumni Address, his subject being, "What is 
the Chief End of Man." In that address Mr. Stephens 
alluded to Dr. Long as the discoverer of anaesthesia, and 
asserted that Germany, France, England and Russia, all 
acknowledged Dr. Long's claim ; that Congress had invited 
each State in the Union to forward the statues of two of 
its benefactors to be placed in the Art Gallery at Wash- 
ington ; and he suggested that Georgia send the statues of 
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James Oglethorpe, the founder of the Colony of Georgia, 
and of Dr. Crawford W. Long, the discoverer of anaesthe- 
sia. Mr. Stephens and Dr. Long were members of the same 
class and room-mates while they were students at the Un- 
iversity of Georgia. Mr. Stephens, in this address, paid a 
glowing tribute to the memory and character of Dr. Long, 
and we regret that his remarks have not been published, 
so that we might quote his exact language. This sugges- 
tion of Mr. Stephens was subsequently adopted by the 
Georgia Legislature, and the following Resolutioh, intro- 
duced by Mr. Yancey, was adopted : 

" Whereas, It has been proposed that each State of the 
United States of America, should designate the names of 
two persons whose memories are to be perpetuated by 
likenesses in statuary, in the Art Gallery established, or to 
be established, in Washington City — the Federal Capital ; 
and whereas^ anaesthesia is the greatest boon ever confer- 
red upon humanity, unless vaccination claims equal title to 
be so considered ; an,d whereas^ Crawford W. Long, M.D.^ 
a native of Georgia, and graduate of the University of the 
State, lately deceased, is the historic discoverer of anaes- 
thesia, and the first man to employ sulphuric ether as an 
anaesthetic s^gent in a surgical operation, on the 30th of 
March, 1842; and whereas^ EngJaijd recognized the labors 
of Jenner, and also bestowed a high honor of government 
upon Sir James Y. Simpson, in recognition of the great 
service he had rendered humanity by the introduction of 
chloroform which enlarged the domain of anaesthesia ; and 
whereas^ our Federal Republic should not allow the names 
of our discoverers and scientists to rest in obscurity ; and 
the State of Georgia should especially cherish, with pride, 
the name and memory of her great discoverer : 

" Resolved by the General Assembly^ That the name of 
Crawford W. Long, M.D., the historic discoverer of anaes- 
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thesia, be presented to the Art Gallery at Washinglon City, 
established, or to be established, to represent the State of 
Georgia. 

" Resolved^ That the name of James Oglethorj)e, the his- 
toric founder of the Commonwealth of Georgia, be also 
presented to said Gallery to represent the State. 

" Resolved^ That a copy of this preamble and resolutions 
be transmitted by the Governor to his Excellency, the 
President of the United States of America, with a request 
that he submit them to the Senate an4 House of Repre- 
sentatives of Congress on its next assemblage ; and that 
another copy thereof be sent by the Governor to the pro- 
per officer in charge of said Art Gallery. 

'' Approved August 23, 1879. 

" Alfred H. Colquitt, 

" Oovemory 

After attending the presentation ceremonies of the por- 
trait of Dr. Long, at the Capital of Georgia, Mr. Henri 
L. Stuart came to Athens, Ga., with the avowed purpose of 
visiting the grave of Dr. Long. The night of his arrival 
in Athens, Mr. Stuart was stricken with paralysis, at the 
residence of Mrs. Crawford W. Long. The City Council 
had passed resolutions prior to his visit, tendering liim 
during his stay the hospitality of the city. Mr. Stuart, 
after lingering a short time, died, September 16, 1879, and 
was buried in Athens, by the side of Dr. Long, in response 
to the urgent request of the family of the latter. During 
liis last illness, every tender attention that affectionate grat- 
itude could prompt was given him by Dr. Long's family. 
The city authorities and the community also did all in their 
power to relieve the distress of their guest ; and after his 
death, by a public funeral, paid every possible honor to 
his memorv. 
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In recognition of the kindness and attention shown to 
Mr. Stuart, the following letter was written by his friends 
in New York City : 

" To the Authorities and Citizens of the City of Athens^ 

Georgia : • 

" The undersigned, among the friends and neighbors of 
the late Mr. Henri L. Stuart, of this city, hasten to express 
their appreciation of the kindness and attention shown to 
Mr. Stuart, during his last illness, and the demonstration 
of respect in his public funeral, by you and the people of 
Athens. Such a marked display of interest in, and respect 
for, one who was a comparative stranger to you all, is It 
striking illustration of the genuine hospitality of your 
people, and a marked tribute to the worthy qualities of 
the deceased. 

" We have known Mr. Stuart for years, and are glad to 
bear our testimony to his many excellent qualities of mind 
and heart. He was instinctively interested in every object 
that promised relief to the suffering, or that favored the 
advancement of science and art. He was by nature, and 
the devotion of his life, a friend to his kind, and the last 
effort of his life was characteristic of the man. 

" This effort, as yon well know, was made to secure uni- 
versal recognition of the merits and achievements of one of 
the benefactors of humanity — a citizen of your State. 
This work, so successfully accomplished, was a fitting crown 
to an active and useful career. 

" It is fitting that his remains should be placed by the 
side of those of Dr. Long, and that the monument to be 
erected should commemorate the services of both of them. 

" We beg to assure you that your great interest in, and 
kindness to, our friend, and neighbor, and fellow-citizen, 
are truly appreciated. Such acts are among the silken 

(36) 
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cords which hind the people of different States and sections 
together. 

" J. Marion Sims, Henry S. Howe, 

" F. B. Carpenter, T. J. Harson, 

^^ Wm. R O'Donovan, William T. Clarke, 

" Samuel. Sinclair, James A. O'Brien, 

" Ethan Allen, Wm. M. Thoms, 

" James W. Simonton, Robert P. Newton, 

" Hiram Callsins, R. G. Reynolds, 

" Myron Perry, W. *B. Brady, 

" Thomason Rooker, Roger A. Pryor, 
" Whitelaw Reid." 



The National Eclectic Medical Association was the first 
national medical representative body to recognize, by res- 
olution. Dr. Crawford W. Long, as the discoverer of anaes- 
thesia, at its session in Cleveland, Ohio, June 18th, 1879. 
The following resolution was offered by Prof. Alexander 
Wilder, M.D., and seconiai by Prof. Robert S. Newton, 
M.D., and unanimously adopted : 

" Resolved^ That this Association takes this occasion to 
declare its appreciation and recognition of the inestimable 
service rendered to medical science and humanity, and to 
express its consideration of the vast debt of gratitude — 
hitherto unrecognized — due to the late Dr. Crawford W. 
Long, of Athens, Georgia, by the discovery of anaesthesia, 
and hereby agrees to cordially unite in any public endeav- 
or to honor his memory ; and it also respectfully tenders 
its heartfelt sympathy to the bereaved family of the world's 
greatest benefactor, — Dr. Long having laid down his la- 
bors and his life since our last meeting, at the bedside of a 
patient, overworked and exhausted, dying almost in- 
stantly." 

The foregoing summary of the proofs of Dr. Long's 
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claim, ajid statement of the public acts of its recognition, 
lead us to the following conclusions : 

First — That Crawford W. Long was the first man to in- 
tentionally produce anaesthesia for surgical operations, and 
that this was done by sulphuric ether in 1842, and that he 
did not hit upon it by accident, but reasoned it out in a 
philosophical and logical manner. Therefore, he should 
receive the acknowledgmant of the honor due him from 
bis own State, the National Government, and the world. 

Second — That the State of Georgia has officially recog- 
nized Dr. Long as the discoverer of surgical anaesthesia, 
by presenting his name for one of the statues in the Na- 
tional Art Gallery at Washington. 

Third — That the National Government has given a quasi 
recognition to the claims of Dr. Long as being the first 
original discoverer of surgical anaesthesia, by accepting 
his nara3, thus presented by the State of Georgia. 

Fourth — That the Medical Profession of the United 
States have given partial official recognition to this claim 
of Pr. Long. 

Fifth — ^That it is only a question of time, when full 
justice must and will be done to the memory of Dr. Long, by 
positive official recognition of his claim by the National 
Government. 

In the funeral sermon by Rev. Andrew A. Lipscomb, 
D.D., LL.D., delivered in Athens, Ga., June 17, 1878, the 
following language of Dr. Long, when speaking of his 
discovery, was quoted by him : 

" 1 believe my profession is a ministry from God to me, 
and my only wish about it [the discovery], is to be known 
as a benefactor of my race." 
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And Dr. Long, in a letter of February 8, 1877, to Dr. 
Sims, uses this language : 

"Instead of writing to Senator Dawson to unite our 
claims as Dr. Jackson requested, I wrote to Mr. Dawson 
to make no such compromise, but to place ray claims sole- 
ly on their merits ; and if you will consult the Congres- 
sional proceedings of that time you will see that Mr. Daw- 
son presented my claims separate and independent.'^ 

These utterances of Dr. Long prove — 

Sixth — That he properly appreciated his great discov- 
ery, and desired only a simple recognition by the world of 
the great boon that he had conferred on mankind. 

We do not feel it needful to add one word to stimulate 
the members of his profession, and the American public, to 
continued effort until crowned with success, to secure from 
the National Government official recognition of Dr. Craw- 
ford W. Long as the discoverer of anaesthesia. 

For the benefit of those of his professional brethren who 
were not personally acquainted with Dr. Long, we make 
the following quotation from the funeral sermon by Rev. 
A. A. Lipscomb, D.D., LL.D., delineating his character : 

" No one can value his profession who does not value his 
manhood. Dr. Long regarded his profession as a channel 
through which his inner and outer life might flow in bless- 
ing to the world. And, in that channel, it did flow ; a 
stream tranquil, but strong, deepening and widening as it 
went onward ; a water from the Fount of the old Bethesda 
that bore healing to so many. Dr. Long looked on his pro- 
fession as a providential vocation. To him, it was not a 
mere work of humanity ; it was this because it was more 
than this ; and he accepted its tasks as a divine ordination, 
for which he was set apart by the touch of a Hand unseen. 
Occasionally, his profound sensibility on this subject would 
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break through his reserve, and then, words touching his 
supreme concern, would drop from the conscience of his 
soul. What those words were, his confidential friends 
know. But you all know that no man can do such work 
as Dr. Long did, ' except God be with him.' Nay, more ; 
no man can do any true, noble, enduring work, ' except 
God be with him.' First and last, whoever the workman, 
he is nothing, 'except God be with him.' The solemn 
feeling, fervent no less than reverential, that God has given 
us a special work to do — that our eternal life hangs sus- 
pended on the issues thereof — that God's glory is not pos- 
sible of promotion by us save by and through that single 
work well and bravely done, this feeling must possess and 
occupy our very hearts, must lift us high above the allure- 
ments of the world's gain and the charms of the world's 
renown, must add consecration to devotion, and inspiration 
to consecration, or, verily, all our work here antedates the 
final verdict of Almighty God, consigning it to the burn- 
ing as ' wood, hay, bubble.' ' I believe,' said Dr. Long, 
' my profession is a ministry from God to me ;' and, again, 
speaking of his discovery of Anaesthesia by means of Sul- 
phuric Ether, ' my only wish about it is to be known as a 
benefactor of my race.' Oan you wonder that a man who 
acted out these sentiments, was a man of prayer ? The 
need of prayer is always felt when our work is felt. No 
one could be much with Dr. Long under the pressure of 
anxiety in the sick chamber and not see prayer in the 
meditative stillness of his eyes. 

" The event of his career was the discovery to which 1 
have just alluded. Fortunately for the truth of history. Dr. 
J. Marion Sims, a distinguished physician, of New York, 
undertook last year to settle the claims of rivals to the 
first use of anaesthetic agents for surgical operations. The 
task could not have fallen into better hands. With that dis- 
interested energy and manly devotion to the interests of 
medical science for which Dr. Sims is so justly and so wide- 
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ly celebrated, he collected the facts bearing on the point in 
issue. The result of the inquiry leaves no doubt as to the 
first discovery, and Dr. Long is now regarded in this 
country and Europe as entitled to this great honor. But 
he has gone from us nX)w, and the honor can only be a 
part of his memory. 

" Standing here in the presence of his remains, I am this 
day but the voice of the Church, of his professional breth- 
ren and of this whole community, when I say that in Dr. 
Long's deajih, we have lost an excellent man. He assumed 
nothing, pretended to nothing he was not, was thoroughly 
truthful in look, tone, manner and action, lived simply, 
treated every one considerately, and walked humbly before 
God. Modest even to the verge of timidity when nothing 
serious was at stake, he was stern and bold and utterly 
self- forgetting if responsibility had to be met or danger con- 
fronted. A large fund of intensity lay hidden in the depths 
of his quiet nature, which answered with instant and eager 
force if duty summoned him to action. Reticent as to his 
own merits, reticent too of his troubles lest he should dis- 
turb the happiness of others, he had none of that morbid- 
ness which retires into its capacious self and inflicts the 
pain of a chilling reserve on all who have the misfortune 
to come within its reach. Gentle, forbearing, faithful to 
every wise instinct, he kept the covenant of a heart's true 
life till his days were numbered. He had strength of will 
and much power of endurance. The minor heroisms which 
make up so large a share of a physician's experience, and 
of which the world knows so little, wrote many a paragraph 
in the annals of his life. Emphatically applicable to him 
were Wordsworth's lines, that — 

* The facts of human existence ^ 

Did take a sober coloring from an eye 
That had kept watch o*er man's mortality ;' 

and appropriate to him those other words also, which tell 
how some enjoy 
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* That best portion of a good man's life, — 
His little, nameless, unremembered acts of kindness and of love." 

" Over threescore years were mercifully granted to hira, 
and through him to us, to Georgia and the world. Day by 
day strengthened his hold on our families and the commun 
ity. All his recent growth which was so manifest to the 
nearer circle, of friends was upward into clearer light and 
purer air. It was noticeable, that the ideal of that profes- 
sion, to which God has delegated the most solemn and 
pathetic trusts of our earthly being, steadily rose before his 
eye into loftier grandeur. Noticeable, too, was the fact, 
that his sympathies deepened for the sufferings of woman- 
hood, and with keener enlistments of studious thought and 
warm affection, he worked and toiled and sorrowed in the 
tragic hours of her* agony. Nor did those nearest hira fj^il 
to observe how his old habits of reading the Bible and 'at- 
tending to private devotion waxed stronger and dearer as 
his professional engagements multiplied. 

" It became him thus to live. It became him thus to die, 
while discharging the tenderest and holiest duty of his pro- 
fession, by the bedside of a lady whose life was threatened. 
And if we have this afternoon to commit his mortal remains 
to the grave and say of him — Friend, Brother, Physician, 
Benefactor, — in the language of griefs litany : ' Dust to 
dust ! ' we shall give the manly virtues and Christian in- 
tegrity of Crawford W. Long a dwelling-place where so 
many of the elect of our life and love are already gathered 

' Beneath the umbrage deep, 
That shades the silent world of memory.' " 

H. H. Carlton, M.D. 



Digitized by 



Google 



^88 Medical Association of Oeorgia, 



DAVID SMITH BRANDON, M.D. 



Dr. David Smith Brandon was born in Gwinnett County, 
Georgia, June Uth, 1821. He was educated at the Gwin- 
nett Institution, and graduated as a phy§ician at the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, New York, in the class 
of 1846. He commenced practice at Columbus, Georgia, 
where he continued until 1848, and then removed to Thom- 
asville, Ga., where he remained until removed by death, 
on March 11th, 1878. 

During the War between the States, he served as sur- 
geon, until 1864, when he resigned on account of import- 
ant business matters, and returned to his home, but not to 
remain idle ; for, as soon as his business was settled, he 
again reported as a volunteer surgeon to Northern Georgia 
among the sick and wounded of the Confederate Army, 
where he remained in active service until the close of the 
War. He may be said to have died in harness ; for when 
too feeble to reach his office, he continued to prescribe at 
his house for many of his old patrons who were not will- 
ing to give him up until a few days prior to his death. 
The disease (Addison's) which terminated his useful life, 
and proved rebellious to the best-directed treatment, was 
slow, but sure. The descent from perfect physical man- 
hood to childlike feebleness and death occupied nearly 
•two years. 

As a man, a physician and a surgeon, he was esteem- 
ed and beloved by all who knew him. Few men were 
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more successful in the operation for stone, and his 
surgical operations generally were neatly and satisfac- 
torily performed. As a sincere Christian, his integrity, 
honesty and fair-dealing with all men, was above suspicion. 
With the full assurance of a well-spent life, he carried with 
him, from time into eternity, the full assurance of the per- 
fect man — whose end is peace. 

T. S. Hopkins, M.D. 



WILLIAM R. BURGESS, M.D. 

• 

Dr. William R. Burgess was born in Clarendon District, 
South Carolina, on the 7th of October, 1835, and died in 
Macon, Georgia, on the 28th of October, 1878, after a long 
and severe illness. He graduated in medicine in Charleston, 
S. C, in 1861, and began the practice of medicine at his na- 
tive place. Soon after the beginning of the War, he 
entered the Confederate service, and was commissioned 
Assistant Surgeon. In 1864, on account of feeble health, 
he was relieved from the field, and sent to Macon, Ga., for 
hospital service, where he remained until the close of the 
War, when, having married Miss Picket, of Macon, he 
settled there, and began the practice of his profession. 
His first wife died in a few years, leaving him two children, 
a daughter and a son, both of whom are still living. His 
second wife. Miss Annie Chase, of South C^arolina, still 
survives him. 

(37) 



Digitized by 



Google 



290 Medical Association of Oeorgia^ 

Dr. Burgess, in all the relations of life, was highly es- 
teemed. As a skillful physician and upright, faithful 
citizen and Christian, he had the confidence of his profes- 
sional brethren, and the community. At the time of his 
death, he was Treasurer of the Medical Association of 
Georgia, and was also Annual Orator in 1878, He at vari- 
ous times, held all the oflSces of the Macon Medical Soci- 
ety, and at his death was Recording Secretary, which posi- 
tion he had held for a number of years. Dr. Burgess was 
a member of the Presbyterian church, and a consistent, 
humble Christian. In his death, his family, his church, 
his profession, and the community, have lost one who was 
faithful and devoted, and whose memory will long be 
cherished. 

P. H. Wright, M.D; 



THOMAS D. L. RYAN, M.D. 

Dr. T. D. L. Ryan was born in Warren County, Georgia, 
October 24th, 1823 ; and died of pneumonia at his hom3, in 
Pulaski County, April 27th, 1876. His father, Dennis L. 
Ryan, was a planter and lawyer of high standing ; and in 
1810, was the editor and proprietor of a paper, published 
at Milledgeville, called The Argus. Dr. Ryan was given 
a fair education, and after having graduated at the Medical 
College of Georgia, at Augusta, he located in Hawkins- 
ville, in the year 1849, and entered upon the practice of 
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medicine ; and soon stood among the first in the profession 
in the State. He was a gentleman of affable manners, 
pleasing address, and wonderful conversational powers. 
His popularity as a man was only equalled by his success 
as a physician. He diagnosed carefully and correctly, and 
never hesitated to act promptly on the dictates of his 
judgment, no matter how great the responsibility. 

At the beginning of the late war, Dr. Ryan was 
elected Captain of the Pulaski Volunteers, a company 
of the Eighth Georgia Regiment, and commanded that 
company at Manassas, when the gallant Bartow fell ; and 
was himself wounded in the foot. At the close of the 
War, he returned to his home, and again resumed the 
practice of medicine, which he continued up to the time 
of his death. 

A. A. Smith, M.D. 



Wn^LIAM GUMMING MUSGROVE, M.D. 



Dr. W. 0. Musgrove was born in the city of Augusta, 
Ga., December 10th, 1818; and died at his residence, in 
Burke County, Ga., September 21st, 1876, in the 58th year 
of his age, after a protracted illness of several months. 

He was educated at Randolph Macon College, Virginia, 
and afterwards attended lectures and graduated at the 
Medical College of Georgia, in his native city. He then 
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spent several years in the medical schools and hospitals of 
Paris, Berlin and London ; was at the Coronation of Queen 
Victoria, and upon that occasion performed one of his 
first surgical operations — in the streets of JLondon, — which 
was ligating the temporal artery of a hack-driver, who had 
been thrown from his box. 

He was a volunteer in the Seminole Florida War ; and 
returning, entered upon the regular practice of his profes- 
sion, in that very intellectual, wealthy and refined neigh- 
borhood, of Bar-Camp Church, Burke County. He at 
once acquired a large and lucrative practice, which he 
retained until his faib'ng health forced him to retire from 
active labor. 

He married Miss Eliza I. Burton, of Burke County, so 
well known for her many virtues, with whom he lived 
most happily. 

Dr. Musgrove had a decided taste for military life. He 
was for many years prior to 1861, Captain of the Burke 
Guards, then an old and popular organization ; went into 
the late War with his Company, as Senior Captain in the 
Third Georgia Regiment, and remained in the field until 
the reorganization of the Army, in 1862, when he was 
offered a higher position, but ill health compelled him to 
retire from the field, and accept a position as Hospital 
Surgeon. He was stationed at Milledgeville and Atlanta. 

As a practitioner of medicine. Dr. Musgrove was emi- 
nently progressive ; always prompt to adopt substantial 
improvements in the methods of treating disease. Not a 
few of the younger physicians of his county revert with 
pleasure to his pleasant and instmctive consultations, his 
many acts of professional courtesy, and the words of en- 
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couragement he gave them at the commencement of their 
arduous career. 

He also enjoyed a very considerable reputation in the 
practice t)f surgery, and performed many operations re- 
quiring high surgical attainments. On such occasions, he 
was always cool, cautious and self-possessed ; at the same 
time prompt in me.eting all surgical emergencies. 

In personal appearance. Dr. Itfusgrove was handsome 
and commanding, and his face was ever ready to light up 
with an expression of benignity. 

He was among the oldest members of this Association, 
having joined it in 1849; and always took great interest 
in its meetings, occupying for years the position of Cor- 
responding Secretary. 

He was a man of the greatest tenderness of feeling, 

mingled with firmness and force of character. He was^ 

during life a consistent, earnest member of the Baptist 

church, which honored him with many high positions ; 

maintaining throughout life, cheerfulness and humor, with 

strict piety. 

A. G. Whitehead. M.D. 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LSWS 

OF THE 



CONSTITUTION. 

(Ai>0PTED 1878.) 



AKTICLE I. 

NAME. 

The name and style of this Association shall be, " The 
Medical Association of Georgia." 

ARTICLE 11. 

objects. 

Section 1. The objects of this Association shall be, to 
organize the medical profession of the State in the most 
efficient manner possible; to encourage a high standard of 
professional qualiiScations and ethics ; and to promote pro- 
fessional brotiierhood. 

ARTICLE III. 

MEMBERS. 

Section 1.' There shall be only one class of members in 
this Association. Every regularly educated medical man 
within the limits of this State, who is a graduate of a reg- 
ular Medical College in good standing, and who adopts and 
conforms to the Code of Ethics of the American Medical 
Association, shall be eligible to membership in this body. 

ARTICLE IV. 

OFFICERS. 

Section 1. The officers of the Medical Association of the 
State of Georgia shall be as follows : 1st. One President!; 
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2d. Two Vice-Presidents; 3d. One Secretary; 4th. One 
Treasurer ; 5th. Five Censors. 

Sec. 2. The President shall be elected for one year ; the 
Vice-Presidents fbr one year ; the Secretary for five years ; 
the Treasurer for five years, — but every officer shall con- 
tinue in office until his successor is duly elected and installed 
in office. 

Sec. 3. The Board of Censors shall be elected at the pres- 
ent session by the Association — one for a period of five 
years, one for four years, one for three years, one for two 
years, one for one year ; and annually hereafter the vacancy 
occurring in the Board of Censors shall be filled by election. 

ARTICLE V. 

PRESIDENT. 

Section 1. The President shall be the chief executive 
officer of the Association. He shall preside at all the meet- 
ings of the body, preserve order, and give the casting vote, 
when necessary, and perform such other duties as parlia- 
mentary usage imposes on presiding officers. 

Sec. 2. He shall prepare and deliver, at the opening of 
each annual session, an address on some subject connected 
with the interests and objects of this Association. 

Sec. 3. He shall appoint annually the requisite number 
of delegates to the American Medical Association, and to 
such other scientific bodies as it may be expedient to have 
this Association represented in. 

Sec. 4. He shall appoint an orator, whose duty it shall 
be to prepare and deliver a public address on some subject 
connected with medicine or the medical profession, at the 
next annual meeting after his appointment. 

Sec 5. He shall, in the intervals between the annual 
sessions, direct and control the general policy and business 
of the Association, but always with careful attention to the 
precedents and customary usages of the Association, and to 
its constitutional provisions. 

ARTICLE VI. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Section 1. The Vice-Presidents, in their order, shall, in 
case of the absence or the death of the President, discharge 
all the duties belonging to the presidential office. 
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ARTICLE VII. 

SECRETARY. 

Section 1. The Secretary shall have charge of all the 
books, papers, and records of the Association, except those 
belonging to the oflSce of Treasurer. 

Sec 2. He shall record the minutes of the Association 
at all its sessions. 

Sec. 3. He shall conduct the correspondence of the As- 
sociation under the direction of the President, and shall be 
Cliairman of the Publishing Committee. 

Sec. 4. He shall keep the roll of the members of this 
l)ody who have retained their membership by comphance 
with the provisions of this Constitution, and also the names 
of those who liave forfeited membership, together with 
the cause of such i'orfeiture. 

Sec 5. In the absence of the Treasurer he sliall collect 
the usual dues of the members in attendance at the regular 
sessions. 

Sec. 6. The necessary expense incurred by the Secretary, 
in attending the annual sessions, shall be defrayed out of 
the funds of the Association. 

ARTICLE VIII. 
treasurer. 

Section 1. The Treasurer shall collect the annual dues 
and have custody of all the moneys belonging to the Asso- 
ciation, and shall respond to the calls of the Secretary by 
order of the President, as far as- he may have funds in his 
possession. 

Sec. 2. He shall make annual reports of the financial 
condition of the Association, and the several amounts re- 
ceived during the year, and from whom ; the several 
amounts due by the Association — if any — to whom, and on 
what account ; the several amounts due to the Association — 
if any — by whom, and on what account. 

Sec. 3. The necessary expense incurred by the Treasurer, 
in attending the annual sessions, shall be paid out of the 
funds of the Association. 

ARTICLE IX. 

CENSORS. 

Section 1. The Board of Censors shall hoy annual meet- 

(38) 
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ings, concurrently with the annual sessions of the Associa- 
tion, to whom shall be referred all applications for raiem- 
bership, with vouchers from two members, and in such case 
their decision shall be reported to the body for action. 
Three of their number shall constitute a quorum, and the 
Chairman and Secretary shall be designated by the 
President. 

Sec. 2. They shall take cognizance of all offenses against 
the Association or its Code of Ethics, and shall be authorized 
to strike from the list of membership all violators of its 
regulations, and shall report the names of the individuals 
and the offence for which action has been taken immedi- 
ately to the Association, at which time, or at the next suc- 
ceeding meeting, all such individuals may have the right of 
appeal to that body. 

ARTICLE X. 

FINANCES. 

Section. 1. Every member of the Association shall pay 
annually into the Treasury such sum as the Association 
may determine ; which amount, it is expected, will be paid 
during the session of the body. 

ARTICLE XL 

CONSTITUTION. 

Section. 1. The Constitution shall take immediate effect 
from its adoption. 

Sec 2. In the event of a failure of a quorum of the 
Board of Censors to attend at any annual meeting, it shall 
be the duty of the President to supply the vacancy by a 
temporary appointment. 

The By-Laws now in operation, and Order of Business 
are adopted so far as they agree with the new Constitution. 

ARTICLE XII. 

ANNUAL MEETING. 

The Annual meeting shall take place on the third Wed- 
nesdaj^ in April, and at such place as shall be designated 
by a majority of the Association. 
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BY-LAWS. 

(Adopted 1875.) 



ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The order of business of this body, unless altered by a 
two-thirds vote of the members, shall be as follows : 

1. Calling the Association to order by the President, or, 
in case of his absence, by one of the Vice-Presidents. 

2. Report of Committee of Arrangements. 

3. President's Address. 

4. Reading notes from absentees. 

5. Election of members, 

6. Reports of special committees. 

7. Report of Committee on Publication. 

8. Report of Committee on Necrology. 

9. Report of Sections for Congressional Districts. [To 
be read by title a^d held subject to call of the Association.] 

10. Voluntary Communications. [To be read by title 
and held subject to call of the Association.] 

11. Appointment of Nominating Committee by the Pres- 
ident. [This committee shall consist of one member from 
each county represented in. the meeting. It shall nominate 
oflScers, standing committees, and the Sections for Congres- 
sional Districts. Their report shall be subject to the action 
of the Association.] 

12. Selection of place for next annual meeting. 

13. Unfinished business. 

14. New business. 

15. Report of Nominating Committee. 

] 6. Appointment of Orator by the President. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

The Committee of Arrangements shall consist of five 
members who reside at the place selected for the ensuing 
meeting. It shall be their duty to provide suitable accom- 
modations for the meetings of the Association, and to su- 
perintend the registration of the members in attendance. 

The Committee on Publication shall consist of four mem- 
bers in addition to the Secretary, who is chairman ex-officio. 
They shall provide for the publication ofthe minutes of the 
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session, together with such papers as are deemed wortliy. 
They shall also append to each volume of the Transactions 
a copy of the Constitution and By-laws of the Association, 
roll of membership, and Code of Ethics of the American 
Medical Association. 

The Committee on Necrology shall consist of five mem- 
bers, whose duty it shall be to procure memorials of deceas- 
ed members, and present them for publication in the 
Transactions. 

- SECTIONS. 

Three members from each Congressional District shall be 
appointed as a Section on Surgery, three a Section on Prac- 
tice of Medicine, and three a Section on Gynecology. It 
shall be the duty of these sections to present, annually, to 
the Association, a report on the subjects connected with 
their respective departments. 

ASSESSMENTS. 

Each member shall pay annually to the Treasurer such 
sum as the Association may determine. . 

OFFICERS — TIME OF ASSUMING THEIR DUTIES. 

.The Secretary and Treasurer shall enter upon the duties 
pertaining to their oflSces at the time of their election ; the 
President, Vice-Presidents and Censors, at the commence- 
ment of the annual meeting succeeding their election. 



AMENDMENTS. 

(Any change in these By-Laws can only be made by a 
vote of two-thirds of all members present.) 

I. 

Physicians cannot become members of this Association 
unless present during the session, or the initiation fee of 
five dollars accompanies the application. \^Amended. — See 
Amendment 1., of 1878, below.] 

II. 

The initiation fee for membership shall be five dollars, 
and the annual assessment five dollars, except for members 
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who have been that year elected. [Ameruled, — See Amend- 
ments 1., 2., and 3., of 1878, below.] 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 1878. 

1. An initiation fee of Jive dollar* shall be required of every new member 
hereafter elected into the A^sooiation ; which fee mnst accompany the apiUioa- 
tion for membership. 

2. An annual dues of two dollars from each member in attendance upon the 
meetings of the Association shall be paid, and the name of the member regis- 
tered, before taking his seat in the Apsociation, or participating in its delibera. 
tions. 

8. An annual dues of one dollar from each absent member of the Association 
shall be paid to the Treasurer, on or before the first day of May of each current 
year. 

4. The Treasurer shall, immediately after each meeting of the Association, 
issue a call for the dues of absent members, by postal card, imprtssing upon 
them the need of prompt payment of the small assessment herein provided, by 
every member of the Association, and notifying them of the constitiltional pro- 
vision requiring the names of delinquents to be stricken from the roll of mem- 
bership by the Secretary. 

III. 

The name of any member who shall iail for two consecu- 
tive years to pay the annual assessment, shall be dropped 
from the roll of membership, the Treasurer first notifying 
such member of the state of his account. 

IV. 

Any paper presented to the Association, and recommend- 
ed for publication by the Committee, shall not be published 
in any jounial until the Secretary shall return it, announc- 
injr that the Committee on Publication decides that no 
Transactions will be issued. 

V. 

The names of all applicants for membership shall be first 
presented to the Association in body, and then referred to 
the Board, of Censors. [See, also, duties of Censors — Con- 
stitution, Art. ix., Sec. 1.] 

VI. 

All papers intended to be published in the Transactions 
of this Association, shall be placed in possession of the Sec- 
retary within two weeks after adjournment. 
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ROLL OF MEMBERS 

OF THE 



MeDICIL flsSOCIRTION OF GEORGm. 
1881. 



Abbreviations.— P., President; v-p., Vice-President; s., Secretary; 
0-8., Corresponding Secretary; t., Treasurer; o., Orator; 0., Cen- 
sor, — indicating the offices the member holds or has held. 



tS'Membert are particularly requested to notify thj: Secretary promptly 
on making any change in their Post Offices, 

f^'The Secretary will esteem it a favor if any memb€r will write to him 
at once on noticing any inaccuracy or omitiUm in the roll. 

NAMB. P08T OFFICB. COUNTY. ADMITTED. 



A 



LEXANDER, L. B Forsyth Monroe 1877 

Alexander, J Rome Floyd .....1879 

Alexander, Jas. F. (t., c, v-p.). Atlanta Fulton 1849 

Allen, J. E Augusta Richmond 1^80 

Alfriend, E. W. (v-p.) Albany Dougherty 1852 

Anderson, R. B Roswell Cobb 1872 

Anderson, W. A. J Oxford Newton 1873 

Armstrong, W. 8 Atlanta Fulton 1866 



B 



AILEY, J. W Gainesville Hall 1861 

Baird, Jas. B. (s.) Atlanta Fulton 1872 

Baker, A. H Augusta Richmond 1876 

Ballinger, M. R Rome Floyd I860 

Bardwell, E. L Talbottou ...Talbot 1872 

Barnett, J. W Raytown.... Taliaferro 1880 

Battey, Robert (c, p.) Rome Floyd 1859 
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NAME. POST OFFICE. COUNTY. ADMITTED. 

Battey, W. W AugosU .Richmond 1876 

Battle, B. J Cass Station Bartow 1879 

Bell, A. A Madison Morgan 1858 

Bivings, J. C Dalton Whitfield 1873 

Blackshear, J. Emmett (t.) Macon Bibb 1866 

Boring, Jno. M. (v-p.) Atlanta Fulton 1856 

Bouchelle, L. B Thomaaville "^homaB 1875 

Bozeman, E. E Americus Samter 1877 

Brandy, S. D Sandereville Washington 1849 

Brown, A. P Atlanta Fulton 1859 

Bruce, W. N Bainbridge Decatur 1874 

Bruce, W. W Thoniasville Thomas 1881 



c 



ALHOUN, A. W. (v-p.) Atlanta Fulton 1874 

Calhoun, F. R Euharlee Bartow 1873 

Campbell, A. Sibley Co., s.) Augusta Richmond 1876 

Campbell, H. F. (o., v-p., p.). ..Augusta Richmond 1851 

Campbell, Robert Augusta Richmond 1849 

Carroll, R. C Augusta.... Richmond 1873 

Carswell, A. W Hemdon .' Burke 1880 

Chappell, T. A Powers Terrell 1877 

Charlton, T. J. (c.) Savannah Chatham 1869 

Charters,- W, M. (p.) Savannah Chatham 1851 

Clements, J, W Subligna Chattooga 1879 

Coleman, Jno. S. (c.) Augusta Richmond 1868 

Coleman, J. T Perry Houston 1851 

Connally, E. L. (c.) Atlanta Fulton I860 

Cooper, Geo. F. (c-s., v-p.) Americus Sumter 1849 

Copeland, A. B Hamilton Harris 1878 

Couch, (3eo. D Hoggard's Mill Baker 1875 

Crawford, G. G. (v-P.) Atlanta Fulion 18r"9 

Culbertson, W. A Cave Spring Floyd 1859 

Culpepper, J. T Boston Thomas 1881 



D 



EADWILER, M. P Elberton Elbert 1868 

Dean, T. W AtlanU Fulton 1878 
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Dekle, Thoa. 8 .•. Thomasville Thomas 1874 

Dostor, B. R. (v-p ) Blakely Early 1873 

Dou;,'hty, W. H. (0.) .: Augusta Richmond 1857 

Doughty, W. H., Jr Augusta ....; Richmond 1880 

Dozier, J. A Wri;;htsboro McDuffie 1873 

Dugas, Geo. C Augusta Richmond 1880 

Dugas, L. A. (?.)•••• Augusta Richmond 1852 

Duggan, J. R Macon Bibb 1880 

Duncan, William (T.) Savannah Chatham 1868 



E, 



LLIOTT, W. H Savannah Chatham 1881 

Evans, W. W Oxford Newton 1872 

Eve. J. A. (P ) Au^'usta Richmond 1852 

Eve, R. C Augusta Richmond 1868 

Eve, S. C Augusta Richmond 1868 



F 



AVER, PAUL Fayetteville Fayette 187H 

Fitts, W. W Cariollton Carroll 1878 

Ford, DeSaussure (v-P., p.) Augusta Richmond 1857 

Ford, L. D. (p.) Augusta Richmond 1849 

Ford, 0. R Rome Floyd 1877 

Foster, Eugene (v-p.) Augusta Richmond 1875 



G 



JAITHER, HENRY Oxford Newton 1851 

Gay, D. E Herndon Burke 1875 

Gercke, R. Augusta Richmond 1876 

Goodrich, E. C Augusta Richmond 1876 

Gordon. C. P Dalton Whitfield 1861 

Goss, 1. H Fort Lamar Madison 1877 

Gray, S. H Forsyth Monroe 1871 

Green, J. (J Rock Mart Polk 1879 

Gregory, J. M Rome Floyd I860 

Griggs, A. W. (o., v-p.) West Point Troup 1866 

Griggs, J. W West Point Troup 1878 

(irimes, Geo. J Columbus Muscogee 1872 
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Grimes, T. W Columbus ..Muscogee 1855 



H. 



[ALL, CHARLES H. (o.) ...Macon Bibb 1870 

Hall, Kenan Macon b'lbb 1881 

Hall, W. H Milledgeville Baldwin 1872 

Hamilton, J. L Stone Mountain. ...DeEalb 1859 

Hammond, D. W. (vp.) Macon Bibb 1854 

Harden, W. P Smyrna Cobb 1859 

Hardman, L G Harmony Grove ...Jackson 1877 

Harris, M. W Perry Houston 1853 

Hatton, Joseph Grovetown Columbia 1876 

Hatch, M. G Tennille Washington ....1880 

Hawkins, 8. B. (v-p.) Americus Sumter 1871 

Haynes, M Red Clay Whitfield 1879 

Heery, D. 0. C Atlanta Fulton 1859 

Hickman, C. W Augusta Richmond 1880 

Hill, J. J Washington Wilkes 1880 

Hilsman, P. L Albany Dougherty 1871 

Hitt, V. G Augusta Richmond 1870 

HoUingsworth, W. T .-...Madison Morgan 1857 

Holmes, G. W. (v-p., p., c.) ....Rome Flojd IF67 

Holmes, J. B. S Rome Floyd 1872 

Holt, William F. (v-p., p.) Macon Bibb ...1867 

Hopkins, J. G Thomasville Thomas 1874 

Hopkins, T. S Thomasville Thomas 1.S73 

Houstouii, J. P. S Savannah Chatham 1873 

Howell, D. H Atlanta Fulton 1878 

Hoyt, W. D Rome Floyd 1871 

Humphries, J. R Acworih Cobb 1876 

Hunter, E. H. W Louisville Jefferson 1857 



J 



ANES, J. W Rome Floyd 187J 

Johnson, H. V Baitow Jefferson 1874 

Johnson, J. C Macon Bibb 1875 

Johnson, Jno. M Atlanta Fulton 1866 

Johnson, J. Thad. (o., s., p.) ...Atlanta Fulton 1871 

(39) 
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Jones, L. M Gordon Wilkinson 1880 

Jordan, F. M Hawkinsville Pulaski 1878 

Jordan, M. G. W , Culloden Monroe 1874 



K 



ENAN, THOS. H., (vp.) ...Milledgeville Baldwin 1875 

Kendrick, W. S. (o.) Dirt Town Chattooga 1874 

LaLLERSTEDT, T. L Panola DeKalb 1863 

Lane, J. A Washington Wilkes 1880 

LeHardjr, Henry Dillon Walker 1875 

LeHardy, J. C. (t., v-p., p.) ....Savannah Chatham 1868 

Leitner, 0. B Columbus Muscogee 1852 

Logan, J. P. (p.) Atlanta Fulton 1857 

Longino, T. D Palmetto Campbell 1871 

Love, Wm. Abram (v-p.) Atlanta Fulton .- 1866 



M- 



I A^RUDER, A. L. C Macon ^ Bibb « 1870 

Mallette, M. R Boston Thomas 1881 

Martin, Jno. D Savannah Chatham 1867 

Mathis, A Sandersville Washington ....1872 

McCall, D. T Cave Spring Floyd 1879 

McCleskey, G. L Athens Clarke 1857 

Mcintosh, T. M. (v-p.) Thomasville Thomas 1875 

McMillan, J. E Albany Dougherty 1870 

McMillan, Jno. E Columbus ,. .Muscogee 1872 

Means, A. (vp., p.) Oxford Newton 1851 

Miller, Geo. T..... Byromville Dodly 1879 

Miller, H. V. M Atlanta Fulton 1851 

Mitchell, D. L Rock Spring Walker 1879 

Mitchell, Thos. S Hamilton Harris 1872 

Moore, K. P. (v-p., o., T.) Forsyth Monroe 1871 

Moore, J. T Whitesburg Carroll 1878 

Moore, W. C Clarkston DeKalb 1861 

Morgan, Y. H Cochran Pulaski 1871 

Myers, R. P. (8.) Savannah Chatham 1867 
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N 



POST omoB. 



il ASH, J. D Lovejoy Clayton 1878 

Nicolaon. William P Atlanta ^.. .Fulton 1880 

Niabet, R. B Eatonton Patnam 185 J 

Norton, R. G Egypt Effingham 1872 

Nonn, R. J Savannah , Chatham 1867 







^DANIEL, WM. (T.,p.) Bullards Twiggs 1870 

Olmsted, J. C Atlanta Fulton 1878 

Owen, W. G Atlanta Fulton 1868 

1 ATE, R. H Snow Dooly 1879 

Perkins, J. O Atlanta Fulton 1878 

Perry, A. C Covington Newton 1878 

Philpot, W. H Talbotlon Talbot 1857 

Pinsoii, A.J Atlanta Fulton 1878 

Pope, J. E Athens Clarke 1876 

Powell, T. O MilledgeviPe Baldwin 1867 

Powell, T. S. (vp.) Atlanta Fulton |857 



R 



AINES, THOMAS Atlanta Fulton 1872 

Read, J. B Savannah Chatham 18ol 

Richardson, E. H., Jr. (o.) Cedar Town Polk 1878 

Rieves, W. J Calhoun Gordon 187j) 

Roach, E. J Atlanta ^.Fulton 1857 

Roberts, J. B Sandersville Washin^'ton ...1875 

Robertson, S Dallas Paulding 1881 

Ro7» ^' <^ Atlanta Fulton 1878 

^^^\ W. J Clarkesville Habersham 1869 

kjAMPLE, C. L Cannoochee Emanuel 1875 

Scott, H. F. (0.) Atlanta Fulton 1879 

Searcy, D. B Bolingbroke Monroe 1849 

Shaw, T. M Coosaville Floyd 1878 

SheflfUl, B. F Savannah Chatham 1878 

^^h A. H PAtaula Stewart i860 
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Simpson, C. A. .., Boswell Cobb 1871 

Slappey, J. (5 Buzzard Roost Twiggs 1876 

Slaui^hter, J. T Villa Rica Carroll 1859 

Smith. A. A Hawkinsville Pulaski 1875 

Smith, C. D Newnan Coweta 1872 

S>milh, G. F Cartecaj Gilmer 1874 

Smith, Hiram Augusta Richmond 1876 

Smith, J. B Perry .Houston 1870 

Stanford, F. A Columbus Muscogee 1849 

Steiner, H. H Augusta Richmond 1857 

Sterling, W. L Atlanta Fulton 1878 

Stevens, J. P Macon Bibb 1873 

Stone, Geo. H Savannah Chatham 1875 

Stout, S. fl. (3.) Chattanooga [Tennessee] ....1866 

Strother, Wm. A Albany Dougherty 1867 



T 



ALTAFERRO, V. H. (v*)... Atlanta Fulton 1857 

Talley, H. M Nashville Berrien 1875 

Taylor, A. P Thomasville Thomas 1873 

Taylor, A. R Hawkinsville Pulaski 1878 

Taylor, J. P Senoia Coweta 1859 

Taylor, R. H (Jriffin Spalding 1879 

Thomas. J. G. (v-p.,o., p.) Savannah Chatham 1867 

Tidwell, P. M Fairburn Campbell 1859 

Todd, J. S. (o.) Atlanta Fulton 1872 

Twilty, W. W Camilla Mitchell 1874 



u 



NDERWOOD, J. B Cave Spring, Floyd 1860 

AN METER, J. N Euharlee Bartow 1879 



W/ 



ALKER, T. F Cochran Pulaski 1869 

Waring, J. J Savannah Chatham 1863 

Wells, W. B. (c.,v-p.) Red Clay Whitfield 1873 

Westmoreland, J. G Atlanta Fulton 1849 
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Westmoreland, R. W Atlanta Fulton 1879 

Westmoreland, W. F. (p.) Atlanta Fulton 1856 

Wethington, R. T Thomasville Thomas 1881 

Whitaker, J. M Milledgeville Baldwin 1881 

Whitehead, A. G Waynesboro Burke 1869 

Wirsen, G. F Rutledge Morgan 1871 

Wisdom, F. L , Buena Vista Marion 187a 

Wood, W. S;^. Camilla :...Mitchell 1881 

Word, T. J. (v-p.) Rome Floyd 1874 

Wright, A. W Cave Spring Floyd J879 

Wright, P. H Macon Bibb 1869 

Wright, Thomas R Aagnsta Richmond 1880 
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Ut BIEBIORIAIII. 



t3T Special Request to Etkbt Mexbeb. — The Secretary earmMtly rfquetU 
each member of the A$sociation to aid him in filling the blames in the fol- 
lowing Boll of Deceased Members^ 6y making the necessary inquiries in 
their respeetiTe cities and coonties, and writing him at once on obtaining 
the desired information. 



XAMB. POST-OFFICE. COUNTY. ADMITTED. DIED. 

Adama, C. B Augusta Richmond 1868.. .1875 

Alexander, J. R Floyd 1849 

Arnold, R. D. (v-p.,p.) Savannah Chatham 1849.. .1876 

Arery, J. C Decatur DeKalb 1859.. .1873 

Banks, J. T. (vp., p.) Spalding Griffin 1853.. .1880 

Barkwell, T. J .^..Hawkinsville ...Pulaski 1859 

Battle, H. L Russellville Monroe 1849 

Bell, T. W BusbjTTille Houston 1853 

Bignon, H. A Augusta Richmond 1852... 1870 

Billing, S. A Columbus Muscogee 1855.. .1872 

Black, R. C. (T.) Augusta Richmond 1852. ..I860 

Bomar, B. F Atlanta Fulton 1859 

Boswell, S. J. (v-P.) Columbus Muscogee 1855 

Bothwell, D. J Vienna Doolj 1849 

Bozeman, J. F Atlanta Fulton 1855.. .1877 

Brandon, D. S Thomasville ...Thomas 1873.. .1878 

Broadhurst, W. W Augusta Richmond 1852.. .1861 

Bruce, R. J Thomasville ...Thqmas 1874.. .1880 

Bunn, William Wilna Houston 1854 

Burgess, William R. (T., o.)..Macon Bibb 1870.. .1878 

Carroll, J. C Laurens Hill ...Laurens 1857. ..1870 

Castlen, F. G Macou Bibb 1867. ..1874 

Chase, D. S Augusta Richmond 1852 

Clark, S. B Richm'd Fact*ryRichmond 1852 
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Coe, J. N Flat Rock Pike 1856 

Colley, F. S. (p.) Monroe Walton 1856 

Cornwall, G. H Hillsboro Jasper 1854 

Crawford, 8. S Aagnsta Richmond 1857 

Crump, E. L Herndon Burke 1872.. .1881 

Camming, H. M AugusU Richmond 1868. ..1872 

Cunningham, L. 8 Big Creek Forsyth 1859.. .1862 

Cunningham, W. D Jasper Pickens 1859.. .1866 

D'Alvigney, N AtlanU Fulton 1877 

Davenport, C. W Point Peter Oglethorpe ...1852 

Davenport, H. 8 Calhoun Gordon 1859 

Davis, W. L Albany Dougherty 1849 

Dean, 8. H Conyers Rockdale 1856 

Dearing, W. E Athens Clarke 1852 

DeCortez, C. A .....8avannah Chatham 1872 

Dickinson, J. T Albany Dougherty 1857 

Dickinson, U. Q. (y-p., p.).... Albany ,.. Dougherty 1850 

Dupree, L.J Camilla Mitchell 

Felder, W. L Augusta Richmond 1857. ..1867 

Fish, J. D. (T.) 8avannah Chatham 1875.. .1879 

Fort, Moses T Hawkinsville ...Pulaski 1859.. .1878 

Franklin, M. A Macon Bibb 1849.. .1858 

Frasier, W. M Hawkinsville ...Pulaski ...1850 

Gaither, B. T Oxford Newton) 1852.. .1853 

Gardner, J. W Augusta Richmond 1857 

Girardey, Edward Augusta Richmond 1852.. .1859 

Gordon, J. M 8avannah Chatham 1849 

Green, A. B Pond Town Sumter 1849 

Green, H. K i Macon... liibb 1849... 1867 

Green, Thomas F Milledgeville ...Baldwin 1849.. .1879 

(Jregory. J. D Sumter 1849 

Habersham, J. C Savacnah Chatham 1853 

Habersham, J. C, Jr. (v-p.).. Savannah Chatham 1866.. .1881 

Habersham, 8. B Eatonton Putnam 1870 

Harrell, W. J Bainbridge Decatur 1874... 1881 
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Harris, 8. N. (v-p ) Savannah Chatham 1851. ..1854 

Harrison, Gabriel Macon Bibb 1862 

Harriss, Jariah (o., v-p.) Savannah Chatham 1852. ..1876 

HApt, A.. C Waynesboro ....Burke 1852 

Hawes, E. C Appling Columbia 1852 

Heard, T. Griffin Spalding 1867 

Hendrick, J. B Covington ...... Newton IS67...1881 

Henry, G. C West Point Troup 1872 

Hook, E. B Augusta Richmond 1857. ..1862 

Hoxej, Thomas Columbus Muscogee 1849. ..185.^ 

Ingraham. E. P Albany Dougherty 1870... 1873 

Irvine, Robert Augusta Richmond 1880. ..1881 

Johnson, C. W Macon Bibb 1870.. .1875 

Jones, B. Atlanta Fulton 

Jones, J. W Atlanta Fulton 1857. ..1871 

Kirkscey, E. J. (v-p.) Columbus Muscogee 1871.. .1877 

KoUock, P. M. (p.) Savannah Chatham .... 1852.. .1872 

Lamar, T. R. (vp.) Macon Bibb 1849.. .1859 

Lightfoot. W. S Macon Bibb 1849.. .1864 

Lockhart, R. H Columbus Muscogee 1855. ..1859 

Long, Crawford W Athens Clarke 1849.. .1878 

Lumpkin, George Maxey's Depot. Oglethorpe ...1859 

Lumpkin, S. P Watkinsville ...Clarke 1859 

Mackie, J. D Augusta Richmond 1852.. .1854 

Maffitt, R. G. W Dalton Whitfield 1859 

McBride, W. G Oconee Washington ...185(J. .187.i 

McGoldrick, R Macon Bibb 1849.. .1853 

McKinley, C.A Newnan Coweta 1859 

Means, 0. S Oxford Newton 1857 

Mei^re, William S Madison Morgan 1857 

Morrison, D. H Savannah Chatham 1868. ..1869 

Musgrove, W. C. (cs.) Midville Burke 1849.. .1876 

Nash, R. A Marion Twiggs 1849 

Nisbet, R. H Eatonton Putnam 1854.. .1873 

Nottingham, C.B. (s.,T.,o.,p.)Macon Bibb 1819.. .1876 
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Nunn, R. M Savannah Chatham 1871. ..1873 

Ogilby, H. J. (v-p.) Madison Morgan 1849.. .1873 

0*Keeffe, D. C. (s.) Atlanta Fulton 1852.. .1871 

Orme, L. H. Cs.) Atlanta Fulton 1866. ..1872 

0*Sullivan, Cork Lee 1849 

Owen, J. D j^ Baldwin 1850 

Parsons, J. M Russellville Monroe 1849 

Pitta, (3. W Starr Butts ...1859 

Posey, J. F Savannah Chatham 1851 

Pringle, W Covington Newton 

Bagan, Isham H Palmyra Lee 1856 

Rauschenberg, Christian Atlanta Fulton 1861. ..1878 

Bichardsone. C. P Savannah Chatham 1851. ..1853 

Ridley, R. A. T. (v-p.) LaGrange Troup 1859.. .1871 

Robertson, J. J Washington ....Wilkes 1852.. .1872 

Roddy, R. L. (vp.) Forsyth Monroe 1849.. .1878 

Ruffin, W. R Augusta Richmond 1852 

Russell, W. J Lawrenceville... Gwinnett 1861 

Rvan, T. D. L Hawkinsville ...Pulaski 1859.. .1876 

Saffold, S. J Madison Morgan 1856. ..1859 

Shropshire, J. W 1871 

Simmons, J.N Atlanta Fulton 1850.. .1871 

Simmons, J S Gainesville Hall 1873...1879 

Simmons, S. B Augusta Richmond 1852.. .1867 

Simmons, T. A ....Irwinton Wilkinson . ...1871. ..1872 

Smith, A. D Montezuma Macon 1871 

Smith, C. W Jonesboro Clayton. 1859 

Smith, R. M. (f.) Athens Clarke 1879 

Smith, Thomas Savannah Chatham 1858. ..1876 

Spier, W. A Grantville Coweta 1859 

Stallings, J. D Preston Webster 1871 

Starr, E.P Savannah Chatham 1868.. .1873 

Steele, H Knoxville Crawford 1849 

Steele, R. T Fairbum Campbell 1849 

Stephens, W. B Forsyth Monroe 1849 

(40) 
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StewardBon, Thomas Savannah .......Chatham ..••..1849 

Strozier, L. L Albany ...Dougherty 1867 

Sutton, C. 5. ..Lee... .....1B56 

Taylor, E. T Columbus .Muscogee 1855 

Tayior, B. N :....Hawkinsville ...Pulaski ........1850 

Thompson, Charles Macon ^Bibb 1849... 185* 

Trammell, A. A Forsyth .*..Monroe 1856 

Willi, W. W ; Calhoun Gordon 1860 

Ware, A. E. 1859 

Wells, C. H -Savannah Chatham . 1853.. .1854 

West, Charles (p.) Perry Houston 1849 

West, C. W Savannah Chatham 1853... 1859 

White, 8. G. (v-p.) Milledgeville ...Baldwin 1H68...1877 

Whitlock, Isaac W , Washington Wilkes 1852.. .185» 

Wiley, J. B. Macon Bibb 1849 

Williams, T. L. « Dooly 1849 

Williams, W. L Fayetteville Fayette 1873.. .1879 

Williugham, Willis Lexington ....-Oglethorpe ...1849... 1872 

Winn, G. A. Bolingbroke ...Monroe 1849 

Woodson, C. T. Wilna Houston ......1854 

Wooten, W. H Lexington Oglethorpe ...1852... 1860 

Wragg, J. A Savanniib Chatham 1853 

Yonge, Easton .• Savannah Chatham 1880 



^^^^D 



JOSEPH LOVEDAY, PRINTER, AUGUSTA, GEORGIA. 
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